PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 47/002/2001

UA 300/ 01 "Di sappearance" /| fear of torture and
ill-treatnment 29 Novenber 2001
RWANDA Joseph NSENG YUWA (m), university student, aged 39

Uni versity student Joseph Nsengi yunva "di sappeared” on 3 August 2001 after he
visited a local government office. He was next seen in nid-Septenmber under
mlitary guard at a police station in G senyi province, where he had been

severely ill-treated. He has not been seen since. Rwandese nilitary
intelligence services have stated that they have no i nformati on about him but
no official investigation is know to have taken place into his

"di sappear ance".

Joseph Nsengi yunva was reportedly seen on 18 Septenber under mlitary guard
in Nkamira police station, Mitura district, G senyi province, where he was
held "in a kind of hole" : he seemed to have been severely ill-treated and was
seriously ill. The witness who claimed to have seen him had gone to the
police station to visit another detainee. There is a mlitary canp next to
the police station.

Joseph Nsengi yunva had been an unsuccessful candidate in the March 2001 | oca

elections in Miutura district and local officials nmay have considered him a
rival. The district mayor had reportedly summoned him for three hours of
i nterrogati on before the el ection.

On 3 August he went to Mutura district office to pick up some officia
docunents. Afterwards he was seen getting into a white jeep, which may have
bel onged to Miutura district local authority. Attenpts to establish his
wher eabouts were unsuccessful, until his chance sighting in Nkamra.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Reports conti nue of "disappearances" from security force custody in Rwanda,
al though the number has gone down from previous years. Sone of the
"di sappeared" have |l ater re-enmerged fromunofficial or inaccessible detention
centres, such as mlitary canps, but others have never been found. Sone
"di sappearances" are linked to the conflict in the neighbouring Denpcratic
Republ i ¢ of Congo (DRC) and involve the illegal transfer of detainees across
the frontier.

Torture and ill-treatment are commonly reported in mlitary detention and in
| ocal detention centres. Reports of detainees being kept under guard in hol es
dug in the ground are especially common in relation to Rmandese and allied
mlitary detention sites in DRC

UA appeal s on the case of Edouard Mpabuka, who "di sappeared" fromgendarnerie
detention in Novermber 1999, pronpted a M nistry of Justice investigation which
resulted in Edouard Mpabuka being found alive in prison in February 2000.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in
Engli sh, French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Joseph Nsengi yumva, who was reportedly
seen in custody at Nkamira police station, Miutura district, G senyi province,
on 18 Septenber 2001
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- expressing concern that Joseph Nsengi yumva was reportedly held in i nhumane
conditions at Nkamira police station, where he appeared to have been severely
ill-treated and was reportedly seriously ill;

- asking the authorities to order a pronpt and thorough investigation to
establ i sh where Joseph Nsengiyumva is now, and for his famly to be inforned;
- calling on the authorities to bring to justice any officers responsible for
keepi ng himin unacknow edged detention, ill-treating himor committing any
ot her human rights viol ation agai nst him

APPEALS TO
Some fax nunbers may be difficult to reach. Please keep trying!

Maj or General Paul KAGAMVE

Presi dent

PO Box 15 Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egranms: President, Kigali, Rwanda

Faxes: +250 84769 / 84390

e-mails: presirep@wandal. com

Sal utation: Dear President / Monsieur |e Président

M Jean de Di eu NTI RUHUNGWA

M nister of Internal Affairs

PO Box 446 Kigali, Rwanda

Faxes: + 250 84373 / 82071/ 83170

Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Monsieur le Mnistre

Col onel Frank MJGAMBAGE

Commander, Rwanda National Police Force

Kigali, Rwanda

Faxes: + 250 86602

Sal ut ati on: Dear Conmmander / Monsieur | e Commandant

Bri gadi er General James KABAREBE

Acting Chief of Staff

Rwandese Patriotic Arny

RPA Headquarters

Kigali, Rwanda

Faxes: + 250 72863 / 77992

Sal utation: Dear Acting Chief of Staff / Mnsieur |l e Chef d' Etat par intérim

M  Fidel M TSI NDO

Préfet of G senyi Province

PO Box 173 G senyi, Rwanda

Faxes: + 250 61312

Sal utation: Dear Préfet / Monsieur |e Préfet

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Gasana NDOBA, President, National Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion, PO Box 269
Kl GALI, Rwanda

Faxes: + 250 82702

and to diplomatic representatives of Rwanda accredited to your country.
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 8 January 2002.



