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Further information on UA 49/00 (AFR 47/07/00, 24 February 2000) - Forcible
return / Fear for safety

RWANDA / TANZANI A Bertin Mirera, Rwandese Patriotic Arny (RPA) nenber
Benj am n Rut abana, nusician/songwiter and
denobi | i zed RPA menber

New names: Janvi er Rugena, RPA nenber
| nnocent Byabaganba, RPA nenber
Francoi s Rukeba, busi nessnan

Bertin Mirera and Benj am n Rutabana, who were forcibly returned from
Tanzani a to Rwanda on 5 February 2000, are now known to be in Kanonbe

mlitary detention centre, on the outskirts of the capital, Kigali. Torture
and ill-treatnment are frequently reported in mlitary detention centres in
Rwanda.

Two ot her Rwandese soldiers and a civilian, naned above, are al so detai ned
i n Kanonbe. They were reportedly forcibly returned to Rwanda from Burundi

There is no further news of why any of the men have been detai ned or
whet her they face any formal charges.

Scores of other Rnmandese and Burundi ans have been forcibly returned from
Tanzania in the nonth of February al one, including sone who had been [iving
in Tanzani a for nmany years.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English, French or your own | anguage:

To the Rmandese authorities:

- expressing concern at the detention of Bertin Mirera and Benjanin

Rut abana in Kanonbe nmilitary detention centre, after they were forcibly
returned to Rmanda from Tanzania on 5 February 2000;

- asking for guarantees of their safety and for assurances that they are
not being ill-treated;

- appealing to the Rnandese authorities to allowthemvisits fromrelatives
and human rights and humanitarian organi zations;

- asking for the legal basis for their arrest and detention and calling for
their i mredi ate and unconditional release unless they are charged with a
recogni zably crimnal offence

- asking why Janvi er Rugema, Francois Rukeba and | nnocent Byabaganba have
been arrested, reportedly after being forcibly returned to Rwanda from
Burundi, and pointing out that as a civilian Francois Rukeba shoul d not be
in mlitary custody.

To the Tanzani an authorities:

- stating that Amesty International has received confirmation that Bertin
Murera and Benjanmi n Rutabana are now detained in Kanonbe military detention
centre in Rwanda, but expressing continuing concern for their safety and
wel | - bei ng i n Rwanda;

- urging the Tanzani an authorities to conduct an inmediate investigation
into their arrest and forcible return to Rvanda by Tanzani an police,
apparently at the request of the Rwandese authorities, and stressing that
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the Tanzani an authorities had a responsibility to ensure the safety of the
two nmen, who had sought protection;

- pointing out that their forcible return, and other recent cases of
refoul enent, represent a serious violation of Tanzania's comm tnents under
nati onal and international law, in particular the 1951 UN Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1969 Organi zati on of African
Unity Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problens in
Africa;

- asking the Tanzani an authorities to seek assurances fromthe Rwandese
authorities that the two men will not be subjected to human rights
viol ati ons;

- urging the authorities to uphold the customary principle of non-

ref oul enent of refugees from Rwmanda or any ot her country.

APPEALS TO RWANDA TO

Maj or Ceneral Paul KAGAME

Vi ce- Presi dent and M nister of Defence

M nistry of Defence

BP 23, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egrans: Vice-President, Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 72431 / 76969

Sal utation: Dear Vice-President / Monsieur |e Vice-Président

Shei kh Abdul Kari m HARELI MANA

Mnister for Internal Security

Mnistry for Internal Security

BP 446, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egrans: Mnister Interior, Kigali, Rwanda
Fax: + 250 82071

Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Mnsieur le Mnistre

COPI ES TO
Li eut enant - Col onel Andrew Rw ganba

Auditeur nmilitaire généra
Auditorat mlitaire généra

BP 394

Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 76728

Gasana Ndoba

President of the National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion
BP 269

Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 82702

APPEALS TO TANZANI A TO

M Ali Anreir Mbhaned

M nister of Home Affairs

Mnistry of Home Affairs

PO Box 9223

Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a

Tel egrans: Mnister Honme Affairs, Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a
Fax: + 255 51 118334

Sal utation: Dear M nister



M Jakaya Ki kwet e

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Mnistry of Foreign Affairs

PO Box 9000

Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a

Tel egrans: Mnister Foreign Affairs, Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a
Fax: +255 51 116600

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Ms Marjon Kanara

The UNHCR Representative in the United Republic of Tanzania
PO Box 2666

Dar - es- Sal aam Tanzani a

Fax: +255 51 15 28 17 or 14 or 15

and to diplonmatic representatives of Rwanda and Tanzani a accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 April 2000.



