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Michel Pereira was released from prison on 10 January 2002 following campaigning by Amnesty
International and other groups. The authorities dropped all charges against him.

Michel Pereira was arrested on 29 August 1997 near the Dial Diop military camp in Dakar and
imprisoned on 5 September 1997 on charges of threatening state security. When Amnesty International
delegates interviewed him in prison in Senegal in June 2001, they were concerned at his mental health
and the lack of medical care. He apparently had been seen by a psychiatrist at the Hospital of Fann in
Dakar, but no regular mental health services were available in the prison. Conditions in the prison of
Dakar (also known as “Rebeuss” or “100 square metres”) are generally poor.

Amnesty International raised the case with the Minister of Justice, the Human Rights Adviser in the
office of the President and with the President of Senegal Committee for Human Rights. Appeals called
for the immediate and unconditional release of Michel Pereira unless he was charged with a
recognizable criminal offence.

Many thanks to all those who have written appeals on Michel Pereira’s behalf. No further action is
required.



