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Further information on UA 17/90 (AFR 52/05/90, 12 January, and foll ow ups

AFR 52/09/90, 26 January, and AFR 52/10/90, 8 February) - Fear of Unfair
Trial

New Heal th Concern

SOVALI A: Abdi rashi d Abdi Kheyre, businessman
Farah Mohamoud Elnmi, veterinary |ecturer
Mohamed Osman Farah (" Oon"), forner security officia
Hassan Abdul | ah Hassan ("Gol ey"), busi nessnman
Mohamed Shei kh Mohanud Gul ei d (" Ganadeere"), busi nessnman
Hassan Gutal e Abdul | ah ("Koshin"), businessman
Abshir Ali Isse ("Dirshe")
Mohanmed Hassan Gsnman (" Sanweyne")
Mohamed Osman Tifow, veterinary scientist

On 13 Cctober 1990, the above nine prisoners, who were arrested in

Mogadi shu in md-July 1989 and charged with political offences punishable
by death, went on hunger strike. They are demanding to be either rel eased
or given a fair and early trial. They are held in Mgadi shu central prison
and visits appear to have been stopped. Their |awer said yesterday that
their condition is "critical".

They were to be tried before the National Security Court, together
with 11 other "wanted" people who escaped arrest but were to be tried in
absentia. Oher people arrested with them have been rel eased wi thout being
charged. The trial has been postponed several tines. However, on 11
October 1990 the National Security Court was abolished and all cases before
it were transferred to the ordinary courts. |In addition, the Nationa
Security Law under which the nine were charged and detai ned was repeal ed.
These neasures were in line with the introduction on 12 Cctober of a new
Provi sional Constitution which will remain in effect until a constitutiona
referendumwi thin a year's time. The Provisional Constitution, whose text
has not yet been published, reportedly contains inproved protection for
human rights and permits the formation of other political parties than the
ruling Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRSP).

Shortly beforehand, on 9 October, the Foreign M nister announced that
all political prisoners would be released, and he is reported to have said
this would take place by the end of October. A judicial review comittee
has been set up to review all cases which were previously before the
National Security Court. At |least 12 other political detainees, who had
been hel d wi thout being charged with any offence, have already been
rel eased. Abdirashid Abdi Kheyre and the other eight prisoners nanmed above
have not yet been released. They have not been charged with any new
of fence, but there are reports that the authorities are claimng that they
are not political prisoners. They have alleged that they continue to be
det ai ned because of their Hawiye clan origin - the other politica
det ai nees who had recently been rel eased belong to the Ogadeni clan

Four of the nine were reportedly already in poor health as a result
of torture, ill-treatnment and harsh prison conditions - in particular Farah



Mohanmoud El mi, whose hearing is allegedly severely inpaired, Mhaned Osman
Farah, said to be unable to wal k, Mohamed Gsnan Tifow, said to have lost a
consi derabl e amount of wei ght, and Mhamed Shei kh Mohanud CGuileid, said to
be suffering from severe depression.

Ammesty International believes the nine are inprisoned for their non-
vi ol ent opposition to President Mohaned Siad Barre's governnent. It has
adopted them as prisoners of conscience and has called for their i med ate
and uncondi tional rel ease.



FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the continued detention without trial of these nine
political prisoners;

- urging that they receive any necessary nedical treatnent, particularly in
view of reports that they are on hunger strike and that sone are stil
suffering frominjuries caused by torture or ill-treatnent;

- repeating appeals for their unconditional release as prisoners of
consci ence.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Presi dent Mohamed Siad Barre

Presi dent of the Somali Denobcratic Republic
Villa Sonmalia

Mogadi shu, Sonalia

Tel egrans: President Siad Barre, Mygadi shu, Sonalia
Tel exes: 639 MOG (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

Hi s Excel |l ency Mohaned Ali Sanmatar
First Vice-President

The Presidency

Mogadi shu, Sonalia

Tel egrans: 1st Vice-President Samatar, Mygadi shu, Sonalia
Tel exes: 3645 PREM ER SM

Dr Abdul gasi m Sal ad Hassan
M ni ster of Interior

M nistry of the Interior
Mogadi shu, Sonalia

Tel egranms: Interior Mnister Hassan, Mgadi shu, Sonalia
COPI ES TO

Dr Mohamed Orar Far ah
Attorney Cenera

Attorney Ceneral's Chanbers
PO Box 1745

Mogadi shu, Sonalia

Bri gadi er General Aden Jama ("I rday")
Commander of the National Security Service
Nati onal Security Service Headquarters

Box 432

Mogadi shu, Sonalia

General Ahned El m Saha

Commander of Somali Custodial Corps
Somal i Custodi al Corps Headquarters
PO Box 721



Mogadi shu, Sonalia

Dr Ahned Hassan Shei kh

Presi dent of the Supreme Court
Suprenme Court

Mogadi shu, Sonalia

and to diplomatic representatives of Somalia in your country service

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 November 1990.



