EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 55/03/97
2 April 1997
Further information (2) on UA 41/97 (AFR 55/01/97, 5 February 1997) and

foll owup AFR 55/02/97, 10 February 1997 - Fear for safety / Legal concern
[ Prisoners of conscience

SWAZ| LAND Jan Sithole, Secretary Ceneral of the Swazil and
Federati on of Trade Uni ons (SFTU)
Jabul ani Nxumal o, SFTU Deputy Secretary Cenera
Ri chard Nxumal o, SFTU Presi dent
Thenmba Msi bi, SFTU Vi ce- President

On 26 February 1997 senior nmgistrate Joseph Gunedze acquitted Jan Sithole,
Jabul ani Nxumal o, Richard Nxumal o and Thenba Msi bi of the charges agai nst
them and ordered their release. The four had been charged with acting in
comon purpose to intimdate and nol est bus owners, at a neeting in the
town of Manzini, into suspending bus services in furtherance of the trade-
uni on | ed national "stayaway" strike which was due to begin on 3 February.

Magi strate Gunedze di scharged the four nmen at the close of argunents for
the prosecution, presented for the Crown by the acting Director of Public
Prosecuti ons Miusa Nsi bandze. The mmgistrate strongly criticized the manner
in which the prosecution had been prepared. He described police officers
called to give evidence for the Crown as di shonest, and said that their
evi dence | acked credence and was full of inconsistencies which the
prosecution had failed to address. The nmgistrate found no evidence to
substanti ate the case against the four.

No further action is requested. Thank you to all who sent appeals.



