EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AFR 55/04/91
Distr: UA/SC

28 March 1991

Further information on UA 468/ 90 (AFR 55/05/90) 16 Novenber 1990, and
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SWAZ| LAND: Sabel o DLAM NI
Boy MAGAGULA
Domi ni ¢ MNGOMEZULU
Ray RUSSON
Mohandl ana SHONGWE

The five nen named above were rel eased from adninistrative detention on 22
March 1991. At the tinme of their release all were in hospital in Mabane
except Mohandl ana Shongwe, who had resuned taking food because of ill-
health resulting fromhis hunger-strike in January and was still in prison.
They were taken from hospital or prison to the palace of King Mswati |11,
where they were officially informed of their release. Mhandl ana Shongwe
was then released from prison custody but the other four returned to
hospital to continue their treatnent. Ray Russon |left hospital on 24 March
and the others on 25 March

On 23 March 1991 Mohandl ana Shongwe was again arrested, this tinme by
of ficers of the Swazil and arny, apparently because he was wearing nmlitary
uni form wi thout pernission. He was held overnight and rel eased on 24
March. It is not known whether the authorities intend to prosecute himfor
this all eged of fence.

During the detainees' visit to the palace to receive their rel ease
orders, Sabelo Dl am ni and Mohandl ana Shongwe were told that they were
bei ng rel eased on condition that Sabelo D amni did not re-enter the canmpus
of the University of Swaziland, where he was enrolled as a | aw student, and
Mohandl ana Shongwe did not re-enter WIlliam Pitcher teacher training
coll ege. There were no conditions placed upon their three fell ow
det ai nees. However, Ray Russon is still suspended fromhis job as a
soci ol ogy lecturer at the University of Swazil and.

These five nmen have undertaken several protest hunger-strikes since
their detention in Novermber 1990. Ray Russon in particular is in poor
health from stonach ul cers which have been exacerbated by his hunger-
strikes and require continuing nedical treatnment. Boy Magagula is al so
reported to be very weak.
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Two Amnesty International del egates visited Swaziland from 23 to 27
March 1991 to discuss Ammesty International's concerns with the Swazil and
authorities. Prior to their visit, Amesty International nenbers in a
nunber of countries sought nmeetings with their local Swazil and
representative to raise Amesty International's concerns. Reports appeared
in the Southern African press regarding Aimesty International's intended
visit to Swaziland. A Swaziland nenber of parlianment reportedly raised in
the parlianent on 19 March the increasing international concern about
Swazil and's human rights record and the i npendi ng Anmmesty Internationa
del egation. 1In addition, the United States governnment issued a statenent
on 14 March condemni ng the renewal of the detention orders and the practice
of detention w thout charge or trial

No further action is requested. Thank you to all who appeal ed on
behal f of these prisoners of conscience, who al so wish to convey their
t hanks.



