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SWAZI LAND : Sabel o DLAM NI
Boy MAGAGULU
Dom ni ¢ MNGOMEZULU
Ray RUSSON

Mphandl ane SHONGWE

Three of the five people naned above have been arrested and placed in

adm ni strative detention, apparently on account of their non-violent politica
activities. Dominic Mgonmezulu, Boy Magagul u and Mphandl ane Shongwe were
reportedly taken into police custody on 14 or 15 Novenber 1990, and the police
have apparently confirmed that they have been detai ned under the terms of the
King's Decree No. 1 (1978) which authorizes the Prime Mnister to order a person
to be detained for 60 days, subject to whatever conditions he inposes. The
period of detention can be renewed repeatedly at the Prinme Mnister's discretion

Ammesty International has been able to confirmreports that Ray Russon and
Sabel o Dl amini, fearing arrest, have requested "tenporary sanctuary" at the
enbassy of the United States of America in Swaziland. They are currently at the
enbassy, which has requested the men to | eave voluntarily. Amesty Internationa
has been able to confirmthat the authorities have ordered the detention of Ray
Russon, and is concerned that a simlar order night be issued for Sabelo D am ni.

On 25 Cctober 1990 four of the five, together with two other people, were
convicted of contravening the King's Decree No. 12 (1973), which prohibits people
from organi zing or attending any neetings of a political nature. The convictions
came at the conclusion of a major trial involving 10 people charged with treason
and ot her offences: they were accused of forming a political party, the People's
Uni ted Denpocratic Movenent (PUDEMO), with the purpose of overthrowi ng the
government (see UA 308/90, AFR 55/01/90, 24 July, and foll owups AFR 55/03/90, 31
Cct ober and AFR 55/04/90, 6 Novenber). Four of the accused were acquitted on al
counts. Sabel o Dl ami ni, Mhandl ane Shongwe, Kuseni Dl anmi ni and Mari o Masuku were
sentenced to six nmonths' inprisonment but were released i nmediately as they had
al ready spent four nonths in prison and the court granted them one-third
rem ssion on their sentence for good conduct. Dom nic Mgonezulu and Ray Russon
were sentenced to 12 nmonths' inprisonnent and on 2 Novenber 1990 were granted
bail and rel eased from custody pending a hearing on their appeal against
conviction and sentence. As a result of their convictions in this trial, Mario
Masuku was disnissed fromhis job at Barclays Bank, Mhandl ane Shongwe was
expelled fromWIIliam Pitcher Coll ege, and Sabel o Dl anmi ni was expelled fromthe
university after disciplinary proceedings by the university authorities.

Boy Magagul u was previously detained and | ater charged with the other 10
accused in the PUDEMO trial (see UA 308/90, AFR 55/01/90, 24 July 1990). On 5
Sept enber 1990 Boy Magagul u was taken to court where charges agai nst himwere
wi t hdrawn. He was then taken under police custody to the office of the Director
of Public Prosecutions (DPP) and interrogated by the prosecution |egal team and
pressured to becone a prosecution witness in the PUDEMO trial. He refused to co-
operate with them He was subject to further harassment during the follow ng
week and on 13 Septenber 1990 he was rearrested and served with a new indictnment
on the followi ng day. On 24 Septenber 1990 the Hi gh Court refused a prosecution
request to bring Boy Magagulu and one other person to trial with the other 10.
Boy Magagulu was rel eased on bail and is still awaiting the decision of the
prosecution regarding their intention to bring himto trial



The arrests this week have occurred in the wake of the PUDEMO trial and
protests at the University of Swaziland canpus over the expul sion of Sabel o
Diamini fromthe university for his involvenent in the trial. According to press
reports, on 14 Novenber 1990 the police and paranmilitary troops ordered a crowd
of students, who had occupied a university building, to disperse within 30
m nutes. Apparently a |l arge nunber of students did |leave. The security forces
then forcibly renoved the renmmi ning students and a nunber of them were injured.
There are unconfirnmed reports that at |east one student nay have died as a result
of the severe beatings by the security forces. Sabelo D am ni was reportedly
injured in this confrontation.

Ammesty International is concerned that Dom nic Migonezul u, Boy Magagul u
and Mphandl ane Shongwe are detained i ncommuni cado under 60-day admi nistrative
detention orders and that they are at risk of ill-treatnment and torture. Amesty
I nternational regards them as prisoners of conscience and is calling on the
authorities to release themimedi ately and unconditionally. Amesty
International believes that, if they are arrested, Ray Russon and Sabel o D am ni
will also be prisoners of conscience inprisoned solely for the non-viol ent
expression of their political views.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airnmail letters:
- expressing concern at reports that Dom nic Mhgonezul u, Boy Magagul u and
Mphandl ana Shongwe have been det ai ned i nconmuni cado under renewabl e 60-day

adm ni strative detention orders;

- seeking assurances that they are not being subjected to torture, ill-treatnent
or other forns of duress;

- urging that they be granted i medi ate access to their |lawers, relatives, and
i ndependent nedi cal advi ce;

- expressing concern that they are prisoners of conscience, inprisoned on account
of their political activities wi thout using or advocating violence, and calling
for their imrediate and unconditional release;

- expressing concern also that Ray Russon and Sabelo Dl am ni have been forced to
seek refuge in the enbassy of the United States of Anmerica, and urging the
authorities to state publicly that they may | eave the enbassy safely, wthout
fear of rearrest and incomruni cado detention.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Majesty King Mswati |11 The Right Hon. Obed Dl am ni
PO Box 1 Acting Prine M nister
Lobanba Office of the Prime Mnister
Swazi | and PO Box 395

Mbabane, Swazil and
Tel egrans: HM King Mswati, Swazil and
Tel egrans: Prinme M nister,
Mbabane, Swazil and

M R Dhl adhl a M Sandil e Miziniso

M ni ster of Justice Commi ssi oner of Police

PO Box 924 c/o Ofice of the Prime Mnister
Moabane, Swazil and PO Box 395

Mbabane, Swazil and
Tel egrans: Justice Mnister
Mbabane, Swazil and Tel egrans: Police Conm ssioner
Tel exes: 2017 COWPCOL WD Mbabane, Swazil and

COPI ES TO



- Attorney General, Attorney Ceneral's Chanbers, PO Box 578, Mdabane, Swazil and

- The President, The Swaziland Law Society, Box No. 24, Mbabane, Swazil and

- The Tinmes of Swaziland, PO Box 156, Lansdown House, Post Street, Mdabane,
Swazi | and

and to diplomatic representatives of Swaziland in your country.
Pl ease organi ze sone appeals from | awers, acadeni cs or students.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 28 Decenber 1990.



