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EXTRA 82/ 00 Fear for safety/fear of torture 3 Novenber 2000
TANZANI A Ayube Bakari ] Cvic United Front (CUF)

| smai |l Jusab ] officials

Sal um Di nani ]

Pol i ce have beaten up three officials of Zanzibar’s opposition party the
Cvic United Front (CUF), as the island prepares for a re-run of elections
on 5 Novenber in several constitutencies where there were serious
irregularities. Wthout imredi ate action to address police brutality and
torture, opposition activists, journalists and others in Zanzibar are
likely to face further police violence and torture.

The three CUF nenbers nanmed above were attacked by the police anti-
smuggl i ng unit Ki kosi Maal um Cha Kuzui a Magendo (KWMA) as they left the
party’'s offices in Zanzibar town on the evening of 1 Novenber. Salum D nani
was beaten and kicked so badly that he has been hospitalised.

Presidential and parlianentary el ections were held throughout Tanzani a

(i ncluding Zanzi bar island) on 29 Cctober. Cbservers fromthe Conmonweal th
anong ot hers said that the elections on Zanzi bar were unfair and should be
re-run. However, the El ectoral Conmi ssion, appointed by the ruling Chama
Cha Mapi nduzi, Party of the Revolution (CCM, has agreed to hold new
elections in only 16 of the island s 50 constituencies. Zanzi bar opposition
activists who chall enged this decision and called for new elections in all
constituencies have been beaten and arbitrarily arrested, as have
journalists nonitoring the el ections.

On 30 Cctober, when denonstrators, including CUF supporters, protested
against the irregularities in the elections, police in riot gear opened
fire with [ive ammunition, tear-gas and rubber bullets. Scores of people,

i ncl udi ng bystanders not involved in the protest, were reportedly injured,
at least one seriously. Thirty-two people were arrested and charged with
"causing a breach of the peace". Mre than 100 peopl e have reportedly been
arrested since the el ection.

The CUF say they will not accept the new el ections unless they are seen to
be free and fair, and are calling for a rerun of elections for the Zanzi bar
presidency and parlianment. The authorities are apparently targeting the
opposition officials (who witness proceedings at polling stations as
representatives of their party) to ensure that all the parties are
represented in the new el ections on Sunday.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The presidential and parlianmentary elections were held on mai nl and Tanzani a
and on the seni-autononous island of Zanzi bar. The elections on the
mai nl and passed with little harassnment. However the situation in Zanzi bar
as noted above, is a cause for concern

When Zanzi bar | ast held elections in 1995, opposition activists who
chal l enged the result were beaten, tortured, arrested and inprisoned. The
authorities appear to be following the same pattern this tine too. Since
the last election they have attenpted to stifle political opposition on the
i sland. Ei ghteen CUF activists have been jailed as prisoners of conscience
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for the past three years, charged with treason. |If convicted they face a
nmandat ory death sentence

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that police officers attacked and beat the three CUF
el ection officials naned above;

- expressing concern that police used excessive and potentially |etha
force agai nst peaceful denonstrators after the Zanzi bar Presidential and
Parliamentary el ections;

- expressing concern that police have al so beaten and arbitrarily arrested
CUF supporters, journalists and others;

- urging the Tanzani an and Zanzi bar authorities to stop the police from
ill-treating peaceful protesters, and to ensure that they exercise
restraint;

- calling on the police authorities to issue clear instructions rem nding
all their officers that they may use lethal force or firearns only in
exceptional circunmstances in accordance with relevant internationa
standards, notably the United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force
and Firearns by Law Enforcenent Oficials;

- urging the authorities to carry out a full investigation into the alleged
police and KMVA brutality and torture;

- urging the governnent to inmedi ately rel ease any prisoners not charged
with a recognisably crimnal offence

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Sal m n Anour

O fice of the President of Zanzibar

P O Box 2422

Zanzi bar, Tanzani a

Tel egrans: President Sal mn Anour, Zanzi bar, Tanzani a
Faxes: + 25554 233722

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Presi dent Benjam n Mapa

Presi dent of the United Republic of Tanzania

Ofice of the President

P O Box 9120

Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a

Tel egrans: President Mapa, Dar-es-Sal aam Tanzani a
Faxes: + 25551 113425

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Pol i ce Conmi ssioner Khalid

Zanzi bar Police Headquarters

P O Box 4220

Zanzi bar, Tanzani a

Tel egrans: Pol i ce Conmi ssioner, Zanzi bar, Tanzania
Faxes: + 25554 233722 (c/o the Presidents’ Ofice)
Sal utation: Dear Conm ssi oner

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Tanzania accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Decenber 2000.



