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Togo: Will perpetrators be brought to justice?
Amnesty Internationa takes note of the announcement today by the Togolese government of the
edablishment of anational commission of enquiry to investigete the alegations of extrgudicia
executions around the presidential elections of 1998. " Steps have now to be taken for the inquiry to
be credible and effective’ Amnesty Internationa said.

Without prejudging the mandate and terms of reference of this national commisson,
Amnesty Internationa calls on the Togolese authorities to ensure that any such judicid investigation
is conducted grictly in accordance with relevant international standards*, in order to etablish the
facts and ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice.

It is particularly important to ensure that any such investigation is fully resourced and hasthe
authority to compd officiasto testify. The commissiorrs members should be known for their
recognized impartidity, competence and independence.

Mogt importantly, complainants, witnesses, including those who have fled the country, and
those conducting the investigation and their families must be effectively protected from any form of
intimidetion. Asthe joint OAU/UN Commission of Inquiry itself experienced, the Togolese
authorities have resorted repeatedly to attempts at intimidating key witnesses to give false
testimonies or to refrain from testifying. Y et their testimony is crucid if the nationd commissonisto
be effective and credible in establishing the truth about the perpetrators of the crimes committed.

Inlight of these grave concerns, Amnesty International believes that an internationa
presence in the functioning of this nationa body would greetly benefit thisinvestigation conssting of
judicid and other experts.

Amnesty Internationa reiterates its support for the recommendation of the joint OAU/UN
Commisson of Inquiry, in particular the establishment of a UN Specia Rapporteur on Togo
charged with monitoring respect for human rightsin Togo, as an indispensable step to bring about
truth and justice on the last 30 years of human rights violations and as a preventive measure in the
run up of the forthcoming eections later thisyear.

Amnesty Internationd further urges the Togolese authorities to invite the Specid Rapporteur
on Extrajudicia, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, the Specid Rapporteur on Torture and the
Specid Rapporteur on Violence againgt Women to make periodic vists, as recommended by the
Internationd Commission of Inquiry on Togo.

Background



The report of the joint OAU/UN Commission of Inquiry on Togo charged with "verifying the truth
of adlegations of hundreds of extrgudicia executions, which alegedly took place in Togo during
1998, made by Amnesty Internationa:s report published on 5 May 1999" was released on 22
February 2001.

Conduding to the "existence of systematic violaions of human rightsin Togo during 1998,
the Commission recommended the nomination of a UN Specid Rapporteur on Togo; the
nomination of ateam of experts to exhume the bodies buried in Togo and Benin; the periodic vists
of the Specid Rapporteur on Extrajudicid, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, the Specia
Rapporteur on Torture and the Speciad Rapporteur on Violence againgt Women; financia help from
the international community to set up a mechanism to monitor and protect witnesses and the
nomination of ajudicia commission of enquiry.

*These internationa standards are notably the 1989 United Nations (UN) Principles on the
Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra- legd, Arbitrary and Summary Executions and the
1991 UN Manud on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legd, Arbitrary and
Summary Executions
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