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UGANDA: Modest o Agaba - farner
Cchi eng - farner
Santo Alero - local comunity

| eader (father of Cchieng)
Santa Achero (f)

and over 70 others

Some 70 prisoners are reported to have been executed extrajudicially by
government troops - killed without any trial while they were in custody -
in the course of counter-insurgency operations in the northern district of
Ki t gum

On 10 April 1991 army units operating in the areas of Atang and
Achol ibur in the south of KitgumDistrict reportedly detained severa
hundred nmen and wonen, assenbling them at the honmestead of an alleged rebe
conmander. Mst of the women were threatened with execution but were
nevert hel ess rel eased. However, a woman called Santa Achero and one ot her
both of whom had been living with the insurgents until a few weeks earlier
apparently after being abducted by them were reported to have been
executed extrajudicially.

Men detained in the same areas were reportedly questioned sone
di stance away fromthe honmestead in groups of six. Several were rel eased
but others are reported to have been extrajudicially executed, anmopng them
Santo Alero, a |leader of the local comrunity, his son Cchieng, and another
farmer called Modesto Agaba. It is reported that as nany as 35 other
pri soners may have been extrajudicially executed.

Government troops are also reported to have been responsible for the
deaths of at least 33 civilian prisoners during operations in the north of
Kitgum District in the first week of April

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Uganda Governnment has been facing armed insurgency in the north and
east of the country since |ate 1986. There have been mass arrests, which
have frequently led to people being inprisoned without charge or trial for
several years, and many incidents where the arnmy has been responsible for
the extrajudicial execution of prisoners and unarned civilians. In
addition to the extrajudicial executions nentioned above, there have been
reports of hundreds of detentions in Gulu, Kitgum Lira and Apac Districts.

Since 1988 Amesty International has repeatedly pressed the
government to mount pronpt and inpartial investigations into incidents of
al | eged extrajudicial execution. Despite statenents prom sing inquiries,
not one public report has yet been produced.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at reports that governnent soldiers have deliberately
executed prisoners in KitgumDistrict in April 1991 in the context of
mlitary operations in rural areas;
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- urging the government to order inmediate inpartial investigations into
the reported extrajudicial execution of Santa Achero, Santo Al ero, Mddesto
Agaba, Cchieng and at |east 35 other prisoners from Atang and Acholi bur on
10 April 1991;

- urging that these investigations be concluded pronptly and that they meke
recommendat i ons about how extrajudicial executions can be prevented in the
future;

- expressing concern that governnent inquiries into previous reports of
extrajudicial executions, such as the inquiry to investigate incidents in
Gulu District at the end of 1988, have yet to publish their conclusions;

- urging the government to bring to justice those who the investigations
suggest have been responsible for human rights violations.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Yoweri Miseven

Presi dent of the Republic

O fice of the President

Parl i ament Buil di ngs

PO Box 7168

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egrams: President Museveni, State House, Entebbe, Uganda
Faxes: + 256 41 235462

Tel exes: 61048 KAPI TAL or 61006 VICTORI A

Prof George Kanyei hanba

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M ni stry of Justice

PO Box 7183

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egranms: Justice M nister Kanyei hanmba, Kanpal a, Uganda
Tel exes: 61007 ADM NI STER

General David Tinyefunza

M ni ster of State for Defence

M ni stry of Defence

PO Box 3798

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egrams: Mnister of State Tinyefunza, Kanpala, Uganda

Tel exes: 61203 (PLEASE NOTE CORRECTED TELEX NUMBER)

Ms Betty Bi gonmbe

M ni ster of State for the North and East

O fice of the Prime M nister

PO Box 341

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egranms: Ms Bigonbe, Mnister for North & East, Kanpal a, Uganda
Tel exes: 61092

and to diplomatic representatives of Uganda in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 31 May 1991



