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UGANDA: Pet er EKUSAI, UPC official (Publications)

Abel OLERO, UPC official (Political Affairs)
Max OPI I, UPC official (office superintendant)
Levi ODONGO, busi nessman

One ot her, nanme unknown

Amesty International is concerned about the reported arrest on 30 August
1990 of Peter Ekusai, Abel O ero and Max Opii, three Uganda Peopl e' s Congress
(UPC) officials, Levi OGdongo, a businessman, and an unidentified man at the
UPC party head office at Uganda House in Kanpala. During the incident the
security officers who carried out the arrests reportedly removed a nunber of
UPC T-shirts, portraits, publications and docunments from the office. The
reasons for their arrest and their exact whereabouts have not been made known.
It is believed that the five nmen may be in incomruni cado detention where
Amesty International fears that they nay be in danger of ill-treatment or
torture.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Under the present government, prisoners arrested for political reasons have
been held by the arny for |Iong periods without charge or trial, sonetines for
a year or nore. They have usually been detained in nilitary barracks,
prohibited fromreceiving regular visits and soneti nes subjected to beatings
or torture during interrogations.

Anot her UPC of ficial, Charles Kagenda- At wooki, Professor of Geography at
Makerere University and Publicity Secretary of the UPC was arrested on 10
Decenber 1987 by officers of the police Special Branch shortly after he had
given an interview to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in which he
criticized aspects of the National Resistance Arny's (NRA) human rights
record. He was held incomuni cado for sone weeks at mlitary intelligence
headquarters in Kanpala, where he is believed to have been tortured. He was
eventual |y brought to court in March 1988 where he was charged with engagi ng
in an act of terrorismand unlawfully possessing seditious publications. The
nore serious terrorismcharge was | ater dropped and i n Septenber 1988 he was
granted bail and was rel eased a few weeks | ater

Amesty International is concerned that Peter Ekusai, Abel O ero, Mark
Opi i, Levy Odongo and t he unidentified man nmay have been i npri soned on account
of their non-violent political beliefs and that their secret detention puts
themin danger of torture and other forns of ill-treatnent. The organi zation
is urging the Ugandan Governnent to release the five men if they are not be
charged with an of fence of a recogni zably crim nal nature and brought pronptly
to trial.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:
- seeking clarification for the reasons for the arrests of the five nmen and
the |l egal basis of their detentions;

- asking where they are being detained and seeki ng assurances that they are
bei ng humanely treated and that they are pernmitted to receive visits from



their | awers, doctors and fanilies;

- urging the government to ensure that the detainees are not held in
i ncommuni cado or secret detention where they night be in danger of torture or
ill-treatnent;

- urging that they be released if they are not to be charged with a
recogni zably crimnal offence and brought pronptly to trial.

APPEALS TG

Prof George Kanyei hanba M | brahi m Muki i bi

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney M ni ster of Internal Affairs
Gener al M nistry of Internal Affairs

M nistry of Justice PO Box 7191

PO Box 7183 Kanpal a, Uganda

Kanpal a, Uganda
Tel exes: 61331
Tel exes: 61007 ADM NI STER Tel egranms: Mnistry of Internal
Mar ked for the attention Affairs, Kanpala, Uganda
of the Mnister of Justice
Tel egranms: M nistry of Justice,
Kanpal a, Uganda

COPI ES TG

Dr Paul Ssenpbgerere M Amama Moabazi

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs Director of External Security
M nistry of Foreign Affairs O fice of the President

PO Box 7048 Parl i amentary Buil di ngs
Kanpal a, Uganda PO Box 7168

Kanpal a, Uganda
and to diplomatic representatives of Uganda in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 October 1990.



