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Further information on UA 247/90 (AFR 60/09/90, 15 June 1990, AFR 60/07/90
15 August, AFR 60/09/90 17 COctober) - Death in Detention/lLegal Concern

BURKI NA FASC Si xt een students, including:

Jean- Cl énent BAGRE

Si e Soul eymane COULI BALY
Boukary DABO

Seni  KONANDA

All students detained in May 1990 who renmined in detention were rel eased
by early May 1991. Anpng those rel eased were sone ei ght students who had
been forcibly conscripted into the arnmed forces.

Amesty International considered that the students were prisoners of
consci ence. They had been arrested foll owi ng student protests and
denonstrations at the University of Ouagadougou. None was charged with any
of fence and they were denied visits fromtheir fanmilies and fromtheir
| awyers.

In October 1990 Amesty International |earned that one of the
students, Boukary Dabo, a nedical student in the seventh year of his
studies, had died in detention. It appeared that his death was probably
due to ill-treatnent. It was not clear, however, whether he died shortly
after his arrest in May 1990 or after several nonths in incommunicado
detention. Despite calls by Amesty International and a | ocal human rights
organi zation for an investigation into the circunstances of his death, no
official inquiry is known to have taken place.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTION: Airmail letters, in FRENCH i f possible:

- welcomng the fact that all students detained since May 1990 were
finally released by May 1991, but expressing concern that sone of them were
hel d wi thout charge or trial for alnobst a year

- repeating your concern about the death in custody of Boukary Dabo and
requesting that an official investigation be set up, which should be headed
by an i ndependent and inpartial figure, such as a judge, to establish the
cause of Boukary Dabo's death, and that its findings be made publi c;

- urging that, if menbers of the security forces are found to have been
involved in ill-treating Boukary Dabo, they be prosecuted;

- calling on the governnent to take i nmediate action to ensure that
det ai nees cannot be tortured, in particular by ending the practice of
prol onged i ncommuni cado det enti on.
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APPEALS TO

Son Excel |l ence Capitaine Blaise Conpaoré
Pr ési dent du Front Popul aire

Chef de |'Etat et Chef du Gouvernenent
Pr ési dence du Faso
BP 7031
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

Monsi eur le Capitaine Glbert Diendéré

Secrétaire chargé de | a Défense et de
la sécuriteée

Conmité exécutif du Front populaire

Secrétariat général du gouvernenent

Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

Monsi eur André Roch Kaboré

M nistre d' Etat

Secrétariat général du gouvernenent
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Ali dou Quedraogo

Pr ési dent

Mouvenent burki nabé des droits de
| " homme et des peupl es (MBDHP)

01 BP 2055

Quagadougou 01

Bur ki na Faso

Monsi eur Pierre Waongo
Rédact eur

Si dwaya
Quagadougou

Monsi eur Edouard Quedraogo
Di recteur de Publication

| ' Qoservat eur Paal ga

01 BP 584

Quagadougou 01

Bur ki na Faso

3FU 247/ 90. ..

and to diplomatic representatives of Burkina Faso in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Pl ease check with the Internationa

Secretariat if sending appeals after 31 July 1991



