EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AFR 60/08/90
Distr: UA/SC

UA 390/ 90 Death in detention 27 Septenber 1990

(See al so UA 04/90, AFR 60/01/90, 8 January; and foll ow ups
AFR 60/03/90, 6 February; AFR 60/04/90, 21 March; and AFR 60/ 06/ 90,
18 June)

BURKI NA FASO:  Cuil | aumre SESSOUMA, university teacher

Amesty International has received unofficial confirmation that
uni versity teacher Guillaume Sessouma died as a result of torture in
early January 1990, within a week of his arrest.

Gui | l aune Sessouma was not seen after his arrest on or shortly
after on 23 Decenber 1989 and there were unconfirned reports that he
had been ill-treated while held in secret, unacknow edged detention.
In response to inquiries, the Burkinabé authorities clainmed that he
had escaped from detention. Contradictory official statenents,
however, led to fears that he was in fact detained and may have been
ill-treated.

According to unofficial reports, Guillaune Sessouma's body was
taken by security officials to a hospital in OQuagadougou in early
January 1990, but then taken away to the Conseil de |'Entente
buil ding, also in the capital, which has been used as a pl ace of
detention. His famly has not been officially notified of his death
and his place of burial is not known. Guillaunme Sessounma was narried
and had three children, one of whom was born after his death.

Gui | l aune Sessoumn, aged 38, had studi ed plant biol ogy
(physi ol ogie végétale) at the University in Dijon in France and had
al so undertaken research at the University in Groningen in the
Net herl ands. As well as teaching at the University of Quagadougou,
he had been Director of the Institut du dével oppenent rural
Institute of Rural Devel opnent, in Burkina Faso.

Gui | l aune Sessouma was anobng a group of 31 people arrested in
Decenber 1989 in connection with an alleged conspiracy agai nst the
government (see UA 04/90 etc, as above). Those arrested, both
civilians and sol di ers, appear to have been closely associated with
former President Thonmas Sankara who was killed in the coup in Cctober
1987 whi ch brought President Blaise Conpaoré to power. Guillaune
Sessouma and ot hers anong those arrested were nenbers of the Union de
lutte communiste - reconstruite (ULC-R), Union of Conmmunist Struggle
- Reconstructed, a political grouping which had participated in the
government of President Sankara.

Amesty International believes that Guillaume Sessouna may have
been a prisoner of conscience, detained solely because of his
political opinions.



Judi ci al investigations began into the cases of 27 of those
arrested - the governnment clained that four, including Guillaune
Sessoumm, had escaped - and seven were rel eased uncharged in June,
but none of the others has yet been brought to trial.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/airmail letters in FRENCH i f

possi bl e:

- expressing grave concern about

unof ficial reports that CGuillaune

Sessounma died as a result of injuries inflicted in custody after his

arrest in Decenber 1989

- urging that, if he did indeed die in custody, the authorities
shoul d acknow edge his death and establish responsibility for it;

- requesting that an official investigation be set up, to be headed
by an i ndependent and inpartial figure, such as a judge, to hear
evi dence about Guillaune Sessouma's treatnent in custody and to
establish exactly what happened to him and to nmake its findings

publi c;

- urging that any nmenmbers of the security forces found to have been
involved in torturing or killing Guillaune Sessouma, or colluding in
a cover-up of his death, be prosecuted;

- calling on the governnent, while it

is awaiting the results of

this inquiry, to take immedi ate action to ensure that detainees
cannot be subjected to torture, in particular by ending the practice

of prolonged i nconmmuni cado detention.

APPEALS TO

Son Excel |l ence Capitaine Blaise Conpaoré

Pr ési dent du Front Popul aire

Chef de |'Etat et Chef du Gouver nenment

Pr ési dence du Faso
BP 7031
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

Monsi eur le Capitaine G lbert Diendéré
Secrétaire chargé de | a Défense et de

la sécuriteée
Conmité exécutif du Front populaire

Secrétariat général du gouvernenent

Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

Monsi eur André Roch Kaboré
M nistre d'Etat
Secrétariat général du
gouver nenment
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Ali dou Quedraogo

Pr ési dent

Mouvement bur ki nabe des droits de
| " homme et des peupl es (MBDHP)

01 BP 2055

Quagadougou 01, Burkina Faso

Agence burki nabe de presse

Tel egrams: Presi dent Conpaoré,
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso
Tel exes: 5221 prefaso bf

Tel egranms: Capitai ne Di endéré,
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso
Tel exes: 5555 scge gouv bf

Tel egranms: Mnistre d' Etat
Kabor é, Quagadougou, Burkina
Faso

Tel exes: 5555 scge gouv bf

Monsi eur Pierre Waongo
Rédact eur

Si dwaya
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso



BP 2507
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso

and to diplomatic representatives of Burkina Faso in your country
PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the Internationa

Secretariat, or your section office, if sending appeals after 8
Novenber 1990.



