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Further information on UA 247/90 (AFR 60/05/90, 15 June 1990, and foll ow up AFR
60/ 07/ 90, 15 August 1990) - Death in Detention/Legal Concern

BURKI NA FASO. Si xteen students, including:

Jean- Cl ément BAGRE

Si e Soul eymane COULI BALY

Boukary DABO (note conpl ete nane)
Seni KONANDA

Boukary Dabo, a nedical student at the University of Quagadougou, has died in
detention. Although the exact date of his death is not known, it was reported
in early Cctober 1990. Few details are yet available, but it appears that his
death was probably due to ill-treatment. This is the second death of a
political prisoner in Burkina Faso that Amesty International has |earned about
this year.

Boukary Dabo, who was in the seventh year of his studies, was anpbng at
| east 16 students who remained in detention w thout charge or trial after being
arrested in May 1990 in connection with disturbances at the University of
Quagadougou.

Over 40 students were arrested foll owi ng student protests and
denmonstrations; others were suspended fromtheir studies. Sonme were
subsequently rel eased but at least 16, including the four named above, renmined
in detention. Eight are reported to have been forcibly conscripted into the
armed forces and to be held in arny barracks in P&, Dedougou and Koudougou
Al t hough the government has clainmed that they are no | onger prisoners, Amesty
I nternational considers themstill to be prisoners of conscience. The others
are held in Quagadougou, either in the basenent of the Direction de la sdreté
nationale, the Gendarnerie nationale or the Conseil de |'Entente building.

Ammesty International is still concerned about their incomunicado
detention without charge. The death of Boukary Dabo has exacerbated fears about
their treatnment in custody. Reports of his death cone |ess than three weeks
after the death in custody of a teacher fromthe University of Quagadougou was
unofficially confirmed. Guillaune Sessouma died as a result of torture within a
week of his arrest in |ate Decenber 1989 (see UA 390/90, AFR 60/08/90, 27
Sept enber 1990).

None of those detained have been allowed visits fromtheir fanmlies or
fromlawers since their arrest nore than five nonths ago, and none has been
charged with any offence. Under the terns of Burkinabe | aw, detainees may be
held in custody for questioning (garde a vue) by the security forces for a
period of 24 hours, renewable for a further 48 hours. After this time they
shoul d be referred to the procuracy either to be formally charged with an
of fence and have their cases investigated by a judicial authority, or otherw se
rel eased.



Ammesty International is calling for an inmedi ate and i ndependent
i nvestigation into the death of Boukary Dabo and for neasures to be taken to
ensure that detainees cannot be tortured or ill-treated, in particular by ending
the practice of long-termincomuni cado detention. It is also calling for the
i mmedi ate rel ease of Jean-Cl ément Bagré, Sie Soul eymane Coulibaly, Seni Konanda
and other students arrested in connection with events at the university during
May 1990 on the grounds that they are prisoners of conscience, detained for
havi ng peacefully exercised their rights to freedom of expression and
associ ati on.

RECOMMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/airmail letters, in FRENCH i f possible:
- expressing grave concern about reports that Boukary Dabo has died in custody;

- requesting that an official investigation be set up, which should be headed by
an i ndependent and inpartial figure, such as a judge, to establish the cause of
Boukary Dabo's death, and that its findings be made publi c;

- urging that, if nenbers of the security forces are found to have been invol ved
inill-treating Boukary Dabo, they be prosecuted,;

- calling on the governnment to take inmediate action to ensure that detainees
cannot be tortured, in particular by ending the practice of prolonged
i ncomuni cado detention

- urging the immediate rel ease of all students still held, including those
forcibly conscripted into the arnmed forces and now held in army barracks.

APPEALS TO
Son Excel l ence Capitaine Bl aise Conpaoré
Prési dent du Front Populaire

Chef de |'Etat et Chef du Gouvernenent
Pr ési dence du Faso
BP 7031
Quagadougou, Burkina Faso

Tel egrans: President Conpaoré, Quagadougou, Burkina Faso
Tel exes: 5221 PREFASO BF

Monsi eur le Capitaine G lbert Diendéré

Secrétaire chargé de | a Défense et de la sécurité
Comité exécutif du Front populaire

Secrétariat général du gouvernenent

Quagadougou, Burkina Faso

Tel egrans: Capitaine Diendéré, Front popul aire, Quagadougou, Burkina Faso
Tel exes: 5555 SEGEGOUV BF

Monsi eur André Roch Kabor é

M nistre d' Etat

Secrétariat général du gouvernenent
Quagadougou, Burkina Faso

Tel egranms: Mnistre d' Etat Kaboré, Quagadougou, Burkina Faso
Tel exes: 5555 SEGEGOUV BF



COPI ES TO
Monsi eur Alidou Quedraogo
Pr ési dent

Mouvenent burki nabé des droits de |'homme et des peupl es (MBDHP)

01 BP 2055

Quagadougou 01, Burkina Faso

Monsi eur Pierre Waongo
Rédact eur

Si dwaya

Quagadougou, Burkina Faso

Agence bur ki nabé de presse
BP 2507

Quagadougou, Burkina Faso

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY
your section office,

i f sending appeal s after

Check with the Internationa
28 Novenber 1990.

Secretari at,

or



