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UA 321/00 Torture / Death in custody

19 Cctober 2000

DEMOCRATI C REPUBLI C OF CONGO (DRC) All detainees in ANR custody
Killed: Kikuni Msud

A man has died at a security service detention centre in Lubunbashi in the
sout h-eastern part of the Denocratic Republic of Congo (DRC), after
reportedly being tortured for several days. Amesty International is
appal l ed by the death, and is concerned that other detainees risk a simlar
fate, particularly if no action is taken to bring the torturers to justice.

Ki kuni Masudi died shortly before mdnight on 13 Cctober. He had been
arrested on 7 Cctober by security service agents from the Agence national e
de rensei gnements (ANR), National Intelligence Agency. He was taken to an
ANR detention centre where he was reportedly whi pped, covered in pal moi
and made to sit on a hot brazier. H s feet were reportedly crushed by
hamer blows. It seens the torture continued throughout his detention unti
he di ed.

No autopsy is known to have been ordered and Amesty | nternational has not
yet seen an official death certificate giving the cause of death. However,
it appears alnost certain that Kikuni Masudi died as a direct result of the
torture he suffered.

It appears that the sole reason for his arrest was that the ANR t hought he
bel onged to the Tutsi ethnic group (in fact, he did not). Tutsi are
frequently subjected to harassnent and other human rights violations by the
DRC authorities because they are believed to support the Tutsi-dom nated
Rwandese governnent and Congol ese arned opposition groups currently wagi ng
war agai nst the DRC government in northern and eastern parts of the
country.

Ki kuni Masudi was a forner menber of the Groupe spéciale de sécurité
présidentielle (GSSP), Special Presidential Security Goup, a security
service which reports directly to President Kabil a.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has docunmented nunmerous cases of torture in the DRC
both in governnment-controlled areas and areas controlled by the governnents
of Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda, together w th Congol ese armed opposition
groups. Tine and again, either no action at all is taken agai nst suspected
torturers or a shaminvestigation is undertaken which seeks to obscure the
facts and dismss allegations of human rights violations rather than to
bring perpetrators to justice.

Ganting torturers inpunity in this way ensures that they will be free to
torture again and that others will follow their exanple. Only by ensuring
that suspected torturers are brought to justice will it be possible to
prevent torture in the future.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in French or English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of all detainees held by the ANR and
seeki ng assurances that they will not be tortured or ill-treated;

- expressing concern that Kikuni Masudi has died in custody, apparently as
a direct result of torture, and denanding an i nmedi ate investigation into
his death, including an autopsy, with the results nade public;

- demandi ng conpensation for the famly of Kikuni Masudi if it is found
that his death was the result of torture;

- seeking assurances that anyone suspected of torture will be pronptly
suspended from positions in which they nmay be able to order or perpetrate
torture, and that they will be brought to justice before a court which
neets international standards of fairness;

- urging the authorities to publicly condemm torture in all circunstances
and state their commtnent to bringing all suspected torturers to justice.

APPEALS TO

Pr esi dent

Pr ési dent Laurent-Désiré KABILA

Président de |a République, Présidence de |a République
Ki nshasa- Ngal i ema, Denocratic Republic of Congo

Tel egrans: President, Kinshasa, DR Congo

e-mails: UPP@ c. cd
Fax: + 243 880 2120 (it may be very difficult to get through to this
nunber)

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président de | a République / Dear Président

M ni ster of Justice

Monsi eur Mavenze KONGOLO

Mnistre de la justice

Mnistere de la justice

BP 3137 Ki nshasa- Gonbe, Denocratic Republic of Congo
Tel egrans: Mnistre Justice, Kinshasa, DR Congo

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Human Ri ghts

Monsi eur Léonard SHE OKI TUNDU

Mnistre des Droits humains

M ni stére des Droits humains

Ki nshasa- Gonbe, Denocratic Republic of Congo
e-mails: m ni nfordc@c. cd

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre

and to diplonatic representatives of the Denmocratic Republic of Congo
accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 Novenber 2000.



