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UA 360/ 00 Torture/ Fear of summary execution/fear of “di sappearance”
24 Novenber 2000

DEMOCRATI C REPUBLI C Jonas Kabuyaya, RCD-M. officia
OF CONGO (DRC)/ UGANDA Moula, RCD-M. officia

The two nen naned above, who are nenbers of a Ugandan-backed arnmed
opposition group in the DRC, have been arrested by a rival faction of the
group. They are held in conditions anmounting to cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng treatnment, and have reportedly been severely beaten. They are
believed to be at risk of summary execution or “di sappearance”

Both men work for the anti-corruption unit of the Rassenbl enent Congol ai s
pour | a Dénocratie-Muvenent de Libération (RCD-M.), Congolese Rally for
Denocracy - Liberation Movenment. The RCD-M., supported by the Ugandan
governnent, is fighting to overthrow the DRC gover nnent of President
Laurent - Dési ré Kabil a.

The RCD-M., |ed by Professor Wanba di a Wanba, has been racked by infighting
for several nonths as two of Professor Wanba's former deputies have sought
to overthrow him Fighters loyal to these nmen detai ned Jonas Kabuyaya and
Moul a on 3 Novenber 2000, apparently accusing them of being close to

Pr of essor Wanba and col |l aborating with an arned group, the Mayi-mayi, to
prevent his former deputy |eaders fromtaking over.

They are now in custody near the town of Bunia in northeastern DRC, where
the RCD-M. has its headquarters. Jonas Kabuyaya is held in a narrow pit dug
in the ground, used as an unofficial detention centre, in the village of
Kunda. Moula is held in a cranped and poorly ventilated frei ght container
next to Bunia airport.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

For three weeks Bunia has seen fierce fighting between forces loyal to
Pr of essor Wanba and those loyal to his forner prime mnister and deputy
prime mnister, Miusa Nyamu sisi and Ti basi na Ateenyi. The Ugandan
governnent has not yet intervened decisively to end the fighting between
these two factions of a group that it controls, though it is reportedly
attenpting to set up a neeting between the two sides in the Ugandan
capital, Kanpal a.

The RCD-M. is itself one of two factions of the RCD, which split in My
1999. One is allied to Uganda and one, known as RCD-Gonmm, is backed by
Rwanda. The Mayi-mayi is a Congol ese armed group opposed to the RCD and
t heir Ugandan and Rwandese allies.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmiil letters in
English or your own | anguage:

- appealing to the RCD-M. forces and Ugandan authorities to guarantee the
safety of Jonas Kabuyaya and Moula while they are in custody, and to ensure
that they are noved to detention places where their lives are not in
danger;

- urging that they are i mediately given any nedical treatnment they may
require, and access to their relatives and | awers;
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- asking what charges they face, and seeki ng assurances that any |ega
proceedings will conformto international standards for fair trial

- expressing dismy at the apparent inpunity enjoyed by torturers in areas
controlled by the RCD-M. and its allies, the Ugandan arned forces, and
urging that political and mlitary | eaders take i mmedi ate steps to prevent
torture.

APPEALS TO

Mousa Nyammi si

RCD- ML
Buni a, Denocratic Republic of Congo
Faxes: + 256 412 51510

Sal utation: Dear M Musa Nyamm si

Ti basi ma At eenyi

RCD- ML
Buni a, Denocratic Republic of Congo
Faxes: + 256 412 30310

Sal utation: Dear M Tibasi ma Ateenyi

President of the Republic and Mnister of Defence
M Yoweri K MJSEVEN

O fice of the President

Parl i ament Buil di ngs

PO Box 7168

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egranms: President Museveni, Kanpal a, Uganda
Faxes: + 256 41 235462

E-mails: nuseveni @t arcom co. ug

Sal utation: Dear President

M nister of State for Defence

M St ephen KAVUMA

M ni stry of Defence, PO Box 7069

Kanpal a, Uganda

Tel egranms: M nister of State, Kanpala, Uganda
Faxes: + 256 41 245911

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Mar gar et Sekaggya, Chairperson

Uganda Human Ri ghts Commi ssion (gover nnent body)
PO Box 4929, Plot 20-24 Buganda Road,

Kanpal a, Uganda

Bri gadi er James Kazi ni
Arny Chief of Staff

Armed Forces Headquarters
PO Box 3798

Kanpal a, Uganda

and to diplomatic representatives of Uganda accredited to your country.
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 January 2001.



