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@AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL AND HUVAN
R GHTS VI O ATI ONS AGAI NST | NDI GENOUS PECPLE

Amesty International (Al) is an international organization which has a
specific mandate in the international protection of human rights:

-1t seeks the rel ease of prisoners of conscience:

-1t works for fair and pronpt trials for all political prisoners
and on behal f of such peopl e detained without charge or trial

-1t opposes the death penalty and torture or other cruel inhuman or
degrading treatnment or punishnent of all prisoners w thout
reservation.

Al is currently considering ways in which it can contribute first to
activities planned for 1992 to draw attention to human rights issues

af fecting indi genous peoples of the Anericas, and then to the United
Nations (UN) plans to call special attention to indigenous rights in
1993. It was in order to learn nore about the concerns of indi genous
peopl e that an Al del egation followed with special interest the

del i berations of the UN Wrking Goup on | ndigenous Popul ations held in
CGeneva in July, and it is to stimulate the organi zation's thinking
further in this regard that Al is attending the continental gathering of
i ndi genous people fromboth North and South Anerica schedul ed to take
pl ace in Quatenala in Cctober

Bel ow, we cite sone recent exanples of actions Al has taken wth respect
to human rights violations suffered by indi genous peopl es:

Recently, Al published nmaterials concerning hundreds of peopl e,
many of them i ndi genous, who have been denied the protection of the
| aw and deliberately killed by gunmen in the context of |and

di sputes in Brazil. The organi zati on has been concerned at
overwhel m ng evi dence that a | andowners' canpaign of intimdation
and killing is not only sanctioned but frequently assisted by the

Brazilian authorities.



In Mexi co, the organi zati on has reported on human rights violations
carried out against the Triqui indigenous group of western Caxaca.
Abuses include murders carried out by the arny, the police and

hi red gunmen; "di sappearances”; torture; arbitrary arrests;

mal treatnent; rape and death threats.

In recent nonths, the organization has al so repeatedly denounced
abuses directed at indigenous people in Quatenal a who have been
subjected to torture, "disappearance” and extrajudicial executions
because of their efforts to protect indigenous rights there. The
organi zati on has al so repeatedly publicized its concerns regarding
Peru, where the mlitary has been inplicated in the torture--

i ncl udi ng rape--"di sappearance” and rnurder of thousands of peasant
farmers, many of themindi genous people. Governments of both
countries have frequently justified such abuses as necessary to
conbat the arned insurgenci es which they are facing. However, Al
insists that a government retains its responsibility to uphold the
| aw even in the face of violent opposition activity and domestic
cri ses.

In Colonbia too, in areas where guerrillas are active, the |oca
popul ation is reportedly often perceived by the arnmed forces as
potential collaborators and has, as a result, been subjected to
human rights violations. Community | eaders have been particul ar
targets. In March this year, A called attention to its concerns
regarding violations, including the arbitrary detention, abduction
torture and killing in Novenber 1990 of Arhuaco indigenous | eaders
fromthe northern departnent of Magdal ena. In July, the

organi zation protested to the Ecuadori an authorities about the
reported torture in June of José Maria Cabascango, secretary of the
Confederation of |ndigenous Nationalities of Ecuador, by the
Ecuadori an investigative police after he and ot her indi genous

| eaders were detained by the Ecuadorian arny. The arrests took

pl ace as Cabascango was travelling to visit |ocal indigenous
communities in Inbabura province. During the |ast few years there
have been nunerous |and conflicts in the province, and Amesty has
received reports of the killing, torture and harassment of many
community nmenbers and | eaders by paramlitary groups which appear
to act with the direct cooperati on or acqui escence of the

gover nment .

An Al del egation which visited Canada identified a nunber of

al | egations that Mhawk indi genous people had been ill-treated
after their arrest by the Quebec police in August and Septenber
1990 which it believed nerited further investigation by the
Canadi an authorities. The arrests followed an arnmed confrontation
related to a | and di spute.



Al will continue to act on abuses within its mandate directed at

i ndi genous comunities of the Anericas through appeals to the
government's concerned, international publicity and worl d-w de
menbership activities. It is also actively seeking such materials as it
prepares its 1992 and 1993 activities related to indi genous peopl es.
Information regarding the context in which such abuses occur, such as

| and disputes or civil conflict will also be helpful to help Al explain
to its world-w de constituency the circunstances which give rise to such
abuses.

Rel avant witten and audi o-visual materials may be sent to Amesty
International's International Secretariat in London addressed to:

Tracy Ultveit-Me
Resear ch Depart nent
Aneri cas Region
London WC1X 8DJ
Geat Britain



