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UA 194/91 Death Threats and Harassnment 10 June 1991

ARGENTI NA: Hebe de BONAFI NI
and ot her nmenbers of the Mdthers of Plaza de Mayo organi zati on

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of Hebe de Bonafini,

presi dent of the human rights organization Madres de Plaza de Mayo, Mdthers
of Plaza de Mayo, and about the harassment of other nmenbers of the sane
organi zation, follow ng repeated death threats and a series of break-ins at
their headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Hebe de Bonafini allegedly began to receive tel ephone death threats
in February this year, after she and other nenbers of the Mdthers of Plaza
de Mayo were labelled as "traitors to the notherland" ("traidoras a |la
patria") by President Menem President Menem s accusation followed a
strongly worded attack on himfor his decision to pardon the forner
mlitary junta in Decenber 1990. The attack had been made by Hebe de
Bonafini in an interview with Spanish Television early this year. President
Menem al so started | egal proceedi ngs agai nst Hebe de Bonafini for "Contenpt
of the Presidential Authority" ("Desacato a |la Investidura Presidencial").

One of the death threats was reportedly received on 22 May 1991, the
sanme day that another critic of President Menem the filmdirector Fernando
Sol anas, was shot at and wounded in both |legs (See UA 193/91, AMR 13/03/91,
10 June 1991). The anonynous caller told Hebe de Bonafini that in her case
the shots would not be ainmed at her |egs but at her head.

Bet ween 22 March and 4 June 1991, the headquarters of the Mthers of
Pl aza de Mayo, in central Buenos Aires, have been broken into four times by
unknown persons. Mney, recording equi pment, awards, confidential witten
mat erial, a conputer and conputer files were anong the itens reportedly
stolen by the assail ants.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Mdthers of Plaza de Mayo is a wonmen's human rights organi zati on set up
to campai gn on behal f of their inprisoned or "di sappeared” children and
relatives during the years of the mlitary dictatorship (1976-1984). Wth
Argentina's return to denocracy they have continued their canpaign for the
i nvestigation of past human right violations and agai nst several governnent
policies, particularly the pardons to nenbers of the former mlitary
government convi cted of human right violations.

Recently there has been a noticeable increase of violent attacks and
ot her forns of harassment agai nst organi zati ons and i ndivi dual s who have
publicly criticized or expressed disagreement w th governnent policies.

Expl osi ve devi ces have reportedly been planted on newspaper prenises and
journalists have been threatened. On 22 May 1991, the filmdirector
Fernando Sol anas was shot several tines by an unidentified gunman. It is
believed that this shooting may be related to an interview published in the
Argentine newspaper Pagina 12 where Fernando Sol anas criticized President
Menem



Al t hough there is no direct evidence of the involvenent of the
security forces in these incidents, the nature of the attacks, the fact
that the victins appear to have been sel ected on account of their criticism
of the governnment and the fact that no one has been brought to justice
suggests that these attacks, at mininmum are being tolerated by
aut horities.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the threats on the |life of Hebe de Bonafini, and
calling for those responsible to be brought to justice;

- requesting an imedi ate investigation into the threats and urging that
steps be taken to ensure her safety;

- urging an inquiry into the break-ins into the Mthers of Plaza de Mayo's
headquarters and that those responsi ble be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Excelentisimo Sr. Presidente de | a Republica Argentina
Dr Carlos Saul Menem

Casa Rosada

Bal carce 50

Buenos Aires C F., Argentina

Tel egranms: Presidente Menem Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel exes: 21194 (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Faxes: +54 1 311 1249

(via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

Sr Mnistro del Interior

Dr Julio Mera Figueroa

M ni sterio del Interior

Casa de Gobierno

Bal carce 24

Buenos Aires C F., Argentina

Telegrams: Mnistro Interior, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel exes: 21194 (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Faxes: +54 1 311 1249

(via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

COPI ES TO

Madres de Pl aza de Mayo
Hi polito Yrigoyen 1442
1089 Buenos Aires, Argentina

CELS

(Centro de Estudi os Legal es y Soci al es)
Rodri guez Pefia 286, ler piso

1020 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Diario Pagina 12 (newspaper)
Avda Bel grano 671/ 77
1092 Buenos Aires, Argentina

and to diplomatic representatives of Argentina in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 July 1991



