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Further information on UA 331/00 (AMR 13/16/00, 27 Cctober 2000) - Fear for
safety

ARGENTI NA Carl os VARELA ]
Di ego LAVADO ]
Al ej andro ACOSTA ]
Three of their coll eagues ]

Human rights | awers

A group of human rights |lawers in Mendoza province, who represent the
famlies of victinms of human rights abuses- have suffered further
intimdation. Despite official reassurances, the authorities have not given
t hem adequate protection.

When they arrived for work on 2 March, they found that during the night the
nanmepl ate outside their office had been taken, and the |ight over the
doorway had been renpved, and the cables pulled out. It appeared that

prof essi onal tools had been used, and the work woul d have taken sone tine,
but whoever did it was able to work unhindered.

The | awyers fear that this apparently trivial act of vandalism conveys a
clear threat given the pattern of threats and harassnment they have faced.

They have presented a formal conplaint to the provincial Mnister of
Justice and Security about this incident. In replies to previous Urgent
Actions, the Mnistry assured Ammesty International that the | awers would
have all the guarantees their profession nerits, and expressed respect for
their work. However, this does not appear to have protected them from

i ntimdation.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The harassnent and intimdation of the | awers began in June 1997, when
they took up the case of José Segundo Zanbrano and Pabl o Rodriguez, who had
apparently “di sappeared” after they went to neet a Mendoza police officer
The press received defamatory cl ai ns about the | awers, and | ocal radio and
television carried untrue reports that one of them Diego Lavado, had been
arrested. The nmen’s bodies were found in July that year. Judicia
proceedi ngs agai nst a police officer and a civilian have been initiated.

They faced renewed harassnment when they took up the case of 18-year-old
Sebasti &n Bordén, who went missing in 1997 after he was left in the care of
police officers during a school trip. In August 2000, seven police officers
and two civilians went on trial for their involvenent in the killing. The

| awyers, who were representing the Borddén fam |y, received anonynous,

t hreat eni ng phone calls. (For further information, see UA 261/00, AMR

13/ 14/ 00, 4 Septenber 2000.) Five of the police officers were sentenced in
Decenber 2000 to prison terns ranging fromtwo to 15 years. The sentences
have been appeal ed.

In October the lawers’ offices were broken into: paper and el ectronic

files were stolen, and files relating to the two cases involving Mendoza
police were rifled. Anonynous callers later told the | awers that two ex-
police officers linked to the Mendoza I nvestigations Police (Direccion de
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I nvesti gaci ones de | a Policia) had been responsible. An investigation into
the break-in has been announced, but so far it has produced not hing.

Ammesty International has repeatedly expressed its concern to the federa
and provincial authorities about the lack of security for witnesses in
court cases involving human rights violations, and the fact that human
rights lawyers, journalists and the relatives of victins face threats and
i ntimdation.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Spani sh, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that human rights |awers Carl os VARELA, Di ego LAVADO
Al ej andro ACOSTA and three of their coll eagues are still facing
intimdation and harassnent, seem ngly because of their legitinmte |ega
wor k;

- urging the authorities to give the lawers the sort of protection that
the | awyers thenselves think is necessary;

- asking themto order a full and inpartial investigation into the |atest
incident, with the results made public and those responsi ble brought to
justice;

- asking what progress the authorities have made in the investigations they
have previously announced into the threats faced by the | awers.

APPEALS TO

Provincial Authorities

M nister of Justice

M nistro de Justicia y Seguridad de |a Provincia de Mendoza
Dr. Leopol do Manuel Orquin

Salta 672, Godoy Cruz, 5501 Mendoza, Argentina

Tel egram M nistro Justicia, Provincia Mendoza, Argentina
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister
Fax: + 54 261 449 9083

Governor Mendoza Province

Sr. Gobernador de la Provincia de Mendoza

Sr. Roberto I|glesias

Casa de Cobi erno, 5500 Mendoza, Mendoza, Argentina

Tel egram Gober nador Provincia, Mendoza, Argentina
Sal utation: Sr. Gobernador / Dear Governor
Fax: + 54 261 449 2142 or + 54 261 449 2143

Nati onal authorities

Mnister of Justice and Human Rights

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia y Derechos Humanos

Dr. Jorge de | a Rda,

M nisterio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos

Sarm ento 329, 50. Piso, 1041 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Tel egram M nistro Justicia, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

Fax: + 54 11 4328 5395

COPI ES TO

Provi nci al Newspaper
Diari o Los Andes
Aveni da San Martin 1049, 5500 Mendoza, Argentina




Lawyers’ Association
Feder aci on Argenti na de Col egi os de Abogados
Aveni da de Mayo 651, 2°pi so, Buenos Aires, Argentina

and to diplomatic representatives of Argentina accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 April 2001



