PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 13/09/99

UA 311/99 Fear for safety / Death threats 1 Decenber 1999

ARGENTI NA Hebe BONAFI NI, President of the human rights organisation
Asoci aci 6n Madres de Pl aza de Mayo
And nmenbers of Asoci aci 6n Madres de Pl aza de Mayo

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of menbers of the human
ri ghts organi zati on Asoci aci 6n Madres de Plaza de Mayo, Mothers of the

Pl aza de Mayo Associ ation, who have recently been threatened and
intimdated as a result of their work on behal f of the “di sappeared”

The threats, nade to Hebe Bonafini, the president of the Asociaci 6n Madres
de Plaza de Mayo, were contained in a document sent to the organi sation and
to the Argentine press, a few days ago. Reportedly the docunent was issued
by the Alianza Anticonuni sta Argentina (AAA), Argentine Anti-Conmuni st

Al liance, a former death squad and right wing paranmilitary group active in
the 1970s which directed organi sed viol ence agai nst what could broadly be
called the left - students, lawyers, journalists and mlitant trade

uni oni sts. The document, dated October 1999, indicates that the AAA held a
recent congress and threatens to take “direct action” if assistance is
given to judicial investigations currently underway abroad, into past human
rights violations in Argentina.

The return address on the docunent was that of the Judicial Mrgue where, a
few days ago, threatening graffiti had been daubed on the walls. It read:
“Muerte a Bonafini y a las viejas” (“Death to Bonafini and the old wonen”),
“Mierte a Bonafini y a las viejas de Plaza de Mayo” (“Death to Bonafini and
the old wonen of the Plaza de Mayo square”), and “Carcel a Bonafini”
(“Prison for Bonafini”).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Asoci aci 6n Madres de Plaza de Mayo is a wonmen’s hunman rights

organi sation set up to canpaign for their “di sappeared” rel atives. Annesty
I nternational issued another Urgent Action on behalf of its nmenmbers in

Oct ober 1999 (see UA 265/99 Argentina, AMR 13/03/99, 6 October 1999 and
foll ow ups) after the association received a threatening phone call and
E-mail, and threatening graffiti was daubed on its walls.

The organi zati on has consistently urged the Argentine authorities to
clarify the fate and whereabouts of the “di sappeared”, stating that the
victinms’ relatives have a right for the truth to be nade public and for
those responsible to be brought to justice.
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FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:
- expressing concern for the safety of Hebe Bonafini and other menbers of

the Asoci aci 6n Madres de Plaza de Mayo,
apparent attenpt to intimdate them

who have been threatened, in an

- calling for a prompt, full and inpartial investigation into the threats
and intimdation against them for the results to be nmade public, and for
those responsi ble to be brought to justice;

- rem nding the governnent of its obligation to clarify the fate and

wher eabout s of those who “di sappeared”

during Argentina’s mlitary rule and

for those responsible to be brought to justice;
- urging the authorities to publicly repudiate all harassment and

intimdation of human rights defenders,

and to publicly recognize the

i mportant contribution that human rights defenders make to the protection
of human rights and the pronotion of a society which fully respects hunman

rights.

APPEALS TO

On 10 Decenber 1999 the new president-elect, Fernando de |la Ria, and his
new cabinet will take office. Please address all postal appeals to the new
president and to the individual mnisterial offices. Please address all fax
and tel egram appeal s sent before this date to the nanes given bel ow

Pr esi dent

Exmpb. Sr. Presidente de |a
Republ i ca Argentina

Dr. Carlos Saul Menem

Casa Rosada, Bal carce 50

1064 Buenos Aires, ARGENTI NA
Tel egrans: Presi dent Menem Buenos
Aires, Argentina

Faxes: + 54 114 344 3700 / 3800
Sal ut ati on: Excelencia / Your
Excel | ency

M nister of Interior

Sr Mnistro del Interior

Dr Carlos Corach, Mnisterio de
Interior

Bal carce 24, 1064 Buenos Aires,
ARGENTI NA

Tel egrams: Mnistro Interior,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Faxes: + 54 114 331 7051 (if

voi ce, ask “me puede dar tono de
fax, por favor”)

Salutation: Sr Mnistro / Dear
M ni ster

M ni ster of Justice

M nistro de Justicia, Dr Radl
Granill o Ccanpo

M nisterio de Justicia, Sarm ento
329, 50. piso

1041 Buenos Aires, ARGENTI NA
Tel egrans: M nistro Justicia,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Faxes: + 54 114 328 6038 / 4328
6039

Salutation: Sr Mnistro / Dear
M ni st er

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Organi zation
Asoci aci 6n Madres de Plaza de
Mayo, Hipélito Yrigoyen 1442
1089 Buenos Aires, ARGENTI NA
Faxes: + 54 114 954 0381

Newspaper
Pagi na 12, Av. Belgrano 673

Buenos Aires, ARGENTI NA
Faxes: + 54 114 334 2330

and to diplomatic representatives
of Argentina accredited to your
country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 January 1999.



