EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 15/03/96

EXTRA 145/ 96 Fear of | mm nent Execution 9 Sept enber 1996

BARBADOS Lest on Ler oy HAREWOOD
Vi ncent MURRELL

Leston Leroy Harewood and Vincent Murrell have had death warrants read to
them for their executions, which are to be carried out at 8am |ocal tine,
on Tuesday 10 Septenber 1996.

Lest on Harewood was first tried, for the nmurder of Arlene Watts, in 1988
and, following a re-trial, was sentenced to death in October 1991. His
appeal to the Barbados Court of Appeal was dismissed in June 1994. He has
spent nore than six years in prison, and at |least 4 years and 11 nonths on
death row.

Vincent Murrell was sentenced to death in October 1991 for the nurder of
Lawson Bel grave. His appeal to the Barbados Court of Appeal was dism ssed
in April 1994. He has been on death row for 4 years and 11 nonths.

Both nmen had their appeals to the Judicial Comrittee of the Privy Counci
(JCPC) in London, the final court of appeal for Barbados, disnissed in My
1996.

In 1993, the JCPC issued a key ruling in a Janmmican case, that of Pratt and
Morgan, that "in any case in which execution is to take place nore than
five years after sentence there will be strong grounds for believing that
the delay is such as to constitute "inhuman or degradi ng puni shment or

ot her treatnment".

Lawyers in Barbados are believed to be |odging a constitutional appeal on
behal f of both nen and have al ready appealed to the Inter-Anmerican

Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, which has requested that the executions be
stayed pending their decision on the cases.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Bar bados has not carried out any executions for nearly 12 years, since
three nen, Errol Farrell, Noel Jordan and Melville Inniss were executed in
Cct ober 1984.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern that Leston Leroy Harewood and Vincent Muirrel
are schedul ed to be executed and urging that their death sentences be
conmut ed

- expressing deep concern at the intention to resune the use of the death
penalty in Barbados after nearly 12 years w thout executions;

- calling on the authorities not to take such a retrograde step, noting
that detailed research in many countries has produced no evidence that the
death penalty deters crine nore effectively than other punishment and

poi nting out the worldw de trend towards the abolition of the death

penal ty;

- expressing synmpathy for the victinms of violent crinme and their relatives.

O her points which nmay be added:



- the death penalty is brutalizing to all who are involved in the process;
- it is arbitrary and often falls disproportionately on mnority and

under privil eged groups;

- it denies the widely accepted principle of rehabilitating the offender

- it does not necessarily alleviate the suffering caused to the victinms of
crine.

APPEALS TO

1) CGovernor- General
Sir Clifford Straughn Husbands
Gover nor Gener al
O fice of the Governor
Gener al
Gover nment House
Sai nt M chael
Bar bados
Tel egrams: Governor General, Saint M chael, Barbados
Sal utation: Your Excellency

2) Attorney General

The Hon David Si mons QC

Attorney Ceneral

Mari ne House

Hasti ngs

Christchurch

Bar bados

Fax: +1 809 435 9533

Tel egrams: Attorney General, Christchurch, Barbados
Sal utation: Dear Attorney GCeneral

3) Prime Mnister
The Hon. Owen Arthur
Ofice of the Prine
M ni ster
Gover nment Headquarters
Bay Street, St M chael
Bar bados
Fax: +1 809 436 9250
Tel egrams: Prine Mnister, St Mchael, Barbados
Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

COPI ES TO

Deputy Prime Mnister and Mnister of Foreign Affairs
The Hon. Billie Mller
O fice of the Deputy
Prime M nister
Gover nment Headquarters
Bay Street, St M chael
Bar bados
Fax: +1 809 429 6652

Newspaper
Bar bados Advocat e

Font abel | e



St M chae
Bar bados
Fax: +1 809 431 0598

and to diplomatic representatives of Barbados accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



