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EXTRA 82/ 92 Death Penal ty 14 COctober 1992

BELI ZE: Dean Edwar do VASQUEZ

Dean Edwardo Vasquez, aged 26, is scheduled to be executed on 30 Cctober
1992 in Belize City, Belize. He was sentenced to death by hangi ng by the
Suprene Court of Belize on 21 June 1991 for the nmurder of his conmon-I|aw
wi fe on 16 August 1990 (see UA 334/91, AMR 16/04/91 of 10 October 1991).

Al the | egal appeals nmade on behal f of Dean Edwardo Vasquez in Belize have
been rejected. On 17 Septenber 1991 an appeal to the Belize Court of

Appeal was dism ssed and his sentence affirmed. |n Cctober 1991, the

Advi sory Council again affirmed the sentence and the case went to the
Judicial Conmmittee of the Privy Council (JCPC) in the United Kingdom 1In
July 1992 the JCPC turned down Vasquez' appeal. He has now exhausted al

| egal appeal s.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty is mandatory for nurder in Belize. The |ast execution
was that of Kent Bowers carried out in June 1985, despite a petition for

cl enency reportedly signed by 2,500 people. According to governnment figures
bet ween 1979 and 1985, 28 death sentences were inposed and one execution
was carried out.

Four people are currently under sentence of death for nmurder in Belize.
Catalino O Niel, sentenced to death for rmurder in March 1991, has had his
appeal to the JCPC turned down. A date for his execution has not yet been
set, all the |legal avenues for appeal have been exhausted (see UA 222/91,
AMR 16/ 03/91 of 28 June 1991). Ammesty International is appealing for his
sentence to be conmmuted. Ellis Taibo, convicted and sentenced to death on
2 August 1992, had his appeal to the Belize Court of Appeal disnissed in
Septenber 1992. He is currently applying to the Advisory Council for
comut ation of his sentence. Francisco Coronquie, sentenced to death for
murder in May 1992, is due to have his case heard by the Belize Court of
Appeal in January 1993.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and
airmail letters either in English in your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern that Dean Vasquez is schedul ed to be executed on
30 Oct ober 1992;

- welconing the fact that no executions have been carried out in the |ast
seven years in Belize

- pointing out that the resunption of executions would be a retrograde step
in the protection of human rights for all Belize citizens;

- highlighting some or all of the follow ng:



* the death penalty has been abolished in five Caribbean countries;
* all death sentences have been comuted in Genada;

* legislation, to at least limt the use of the death penalty,

is being prepared in Janmica;

* worl dwi de, over 40 percent of all countries have abolished the
deat h penalty;

* execution is irrevocable and, despite the npbst stringent

judicial safeguards, can be inflicted on the innocent;

* it is brutalizing to all who are involved in the process;

* it has never been shown to deter crinme nore effectively than other
puni shment ;
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* it is arbitrary and often falls disproportionately on mnority and
under privil eged groups;

* it denies the widely accepted principle of rehabilitating the

of f ender;

* it does not alleviate the suffering caused to the victins of the
crine;

In _appeals to the Belize Advisory Council only:

- urging that they reconsider their previous decision in this case and that
t hey now recommend the Governor General to conmute the death sentence of
Dean Vasquez:

In _appeals to the Governor General only:

- urging her to commute the death sentence of Dean Vasquez.

APPEALS TO

1) Governor General: 2) Belize Advisory Council:
Her Excel |l ency M. Edwi n Fl owers

Dr. the Hon. Dane Mnita E. Gordon Chai r man

GCMG, GCVO, JP(s) Sl BA Bel i ze Advi sory Counci

Gover nor - Gener al c/o Ms. S. McSweeney, Secretary
O fice of the Governor-GCeneral M ni stry of Finance,

Bel i ze House, Bel mopan, Belize

Bel mopan, Beli ze Tel egrams: M E Flowers, c/o
Tel egrams: Governor General, M ni stry of Finance,

Bel mopan, Beli ze Bel mopan, Belize

Tel exes: 211 BH Faxes: + 501 2 31149

Sal utation: Your Excellency Sal utation: Dear Sir

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

1) Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Belize:
Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Belize

PO Box 617
Belize City,
Belize

2) Weekly Newspaper
The Belize Tines
PO Box 506,




Belize City
Belize

3) Dean Vasquez' |awyer:
M. Si meon Sanpson

85 Al |l enby Street

Belize City, Belize

and to diplomatic representatives of Belize accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 October 1992.



