EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 17/01/95

EXTRA 92/ 95 Death Penalty 10 August 1995

BERMUDA Rudol ph Ler oy WEST

Ammesty International is concerned that Rudol ph Leroy West may be executed
at any tine after 22 August 1995. No one has been executed in Bernuda
since 1977 when two nen were hanged, sparking major riots.

West was sentenced to death on 1 August 1995 for the nurder of his
estranged wife, Rochelle Marcia West, on 5 January this year. He has 21
days in which to appeal. West pleaded guilty to preneditated nmurder and is
reported to have attenpted suicide three tinmes since his arrest. However,
no psychiatric report was carried out to deternine his nental state. His
guilty plea was reportedly based on a confession statenment he had nade.

It is not yet clear whether West will appeal his conviction. 1In the
absence of an appeal, the prerogative of nmercy lies, in practice, with the
Governor of Bermuda, who acts on the advice of a five-nmenber Advisory
Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right to life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatnment or punishment, as proclained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In April 1989 the Bernudi an Parliament debated a notion tabled by an
opposition MP to abolish the death penalty. The vote was deci ded by the
Speaker, thus preserving the status quo. A referendumon the issue, which
was not binding on Menbers of Parlianent, took place in August 1990. About
79% of those who voted (a third of registered voters) favoured retention of
the death penalty. 1In 1991 the British Governnment abolished the death
penalty in all its dependencies in the Caribbean except Bernuda. It
expressed the hope that Bernuda woul d soon foll ow the exanple.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease tel ephone, or send tel egrans/faxes/air i
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- welconing the fact that no executions have been carried out in Bernuda
for the past 18 years;

- urging the Governor General to exercise clenency in the case of Rudol ph
Leroy West by comuting his sentence;

- noting that the absence of a psychiatric report at the trial is an added
concern and further reason for seeking clenmency;

- noting that the death penalty was abolished in all the United Kingdom s
dependencies in the Caribbean in 1991, and urging the Governnent of Bernuda
to follow this exanple.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency the Governor

The Ri ght Honourabl e Lord Waddi ngton, GCVO, PC, C
Gover nment House

11 Langton Hil

Penbr oke HM 13, Bernuda

Tel ephone: + 1 809 292 3600
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Faxes: + 1 809 292 6831
Tel egranms: Governor Waddi ngt on, Penbroke, Bernuda
Sal utation: Your Excellency

The Advisory Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy

c/ o Government House

11 Langton Hil

Penbr oke HM 13, Bernuda

Faxes: + 1 809 292 6831

Tel egrams: Prerogative of Mercy Committee, Government House, Penbroke,
Ber muda

Sal utation: Dear Comm ttee Menbers

COPI ES TO

The Royal Gazette

PO Box HM 1025

Ham | ton HM DX, Bernuda

and to diplomatic representatives of Bermuda accredited to your country.
(Berrmuda is a self-governing British Territory).

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 Septenber 1995.



