PUBLI C Al I ndex: AM 18/01/00

EXTRA 34/00 Fear of ill-treatnent / |egal concern 11 April 2000
BCLI VI A Gabriel Herbas, nember of the Cochabamba Environment Foro (Foro del Medio
Anbi ente);

Wal ter Antezana, |eader of the Departnmental Bolivian Labour Federation (COD),
Central Obrera Departnmental;

Enmilio Sejas, Leader of Cochabamba Lorry Transport Workers (Ejecutivo de
Tansporte Pesado de Cochabanba);

Ascenci o Picha, Leader of Cochabanba Federati on of Tropical Regi on Peasant
Workers (dirigente del Tropico de Cochanbanba);

Fel i pe Qui spe Huanca, Leader Single Union Confederation of Rural Bolivian
Workers (Federacion Sindical Unica de Trabaj adors Canpesinos de Bolivia);

Fred Nufiez, Leader Rural Teachers Union (Sindicato de Profesores Rurales);

Al so: Angel Claure, Sacarias Pereira, Victor Cossio, Francisco Partis, Santiago
Gareca, Victor N na, Enriqueta Imaca, Enmilio Rodriguez, Filonmeno Rivera, Felipe
Fl ores, Osval do Toco, Juan Yapura, Pedro Soto

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of union and conmunity
| eaders and uni on nmenbers who were arrested on 7 and 8 April 2000,
following a week of anti-government protests. Myst are now believed to be

bei ng hel d i ncomuni cado - “confinam ento” (internal exile) - in the renote
| ocation of San Joaquin (Beni Departnent), where they could be at risk of
torture or ill-treatnent. The nunber of detainees are not known.

The organi zation is al so concerned at reports of excessive use of force by
police during the arrests and of police and military viol ence during the
denonstrati ons.

Most of those detai ned have been involved in protests agai nst a governnent
wat erworks project in the city of Cochabanba, departnent of Cochabanba,
which will raise water rates. Four |eaders were also arrested in the
capital La Paz, including Felipe Quispe Huanca and Fred Nufiez.

Fi ve peopl e have reportedly been killed, including an arny officer and a

m nor, during violent confrontations between protestors and the nilitary in
Cochanbanba and La Paz. In addition, at |east 40 people are said to have
been wounded, sone by bullets when the army opened fire agai nst protesters.
A medi a bl ackout has reportedly been inposed and | ocal radio stations
forced off the air. There has been no indication that those who are
reportedly in “confinam ento” have been involved in the violence.

During the evening of 7 and the early hours of 8 April it is reported that
hooded police raided the hones of union |eaders and nenbers of the
Coordinating Conmittee for the Defence of Water and Life (Coordinadora
Departanental de Defensa del Agua y la Vida) in Cochanbanba, arresting the
| eaders, beating up nenbers of their famlies, stealing household goods and
shooti ng nei ghbours with pellets. A nunber of other union | eaders have

si nce gone into hiding.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

On 8 April a state of siege was declared by the governnent in response to

t he denonstrations. Under Bolivia' s constitution, this is an exceptiona
neasure whi ch the executive power may invoke in order to preserve public
order in cases of ‘internal commotion’. It must be lifted within 90 days,

or it will expire ipso facto. Article 111 of the constitution states that
anyone subjected to restrictions under the state of siege shall be set free
after 90 days unl ess they have been placed under the jurisdiction of
conpetent courts.
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RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- seeking assurances that all those detained (nentioning sone of the nanes
above) on 7 and 8 April 2000, including those now believed to be being held
in San Joaquin, will be humanely treated, according to internationa

st andar ds;

- urging that they be granted i medi ate access to their famlies and

| awyers;

- asking that, if they have been detai ned sol ely because of their

i nvol venment in peaceful protests and in the absence of any charge for a
recogni zabl e crimnal offence, they be i nmediately and unconditionally

rel eased;

- requesting guarantees that the state of siege will not be used as
justification to arrest people on the grounds of their |egal trade union
activities;

- seeking assurances that the state of siege will not infringe on the basic
rights of those detained as guaranteed by the Constitution, such as the

ri ght of Habeas Corpus and of not being held in inconmuni cado detention

- asking for information on the present conditions of those in detention
and a full list of all those arrested, place of detention and seeking
clarification of their legal situation

APPEALS TO (fax nunbers mght be difficult to get through to. If voice
answers say: «ne puede dar tono de fax por favor»):

Excno. Sr. Presidente, Gral. Hugo Banzer

Pal aci o de Gobierno, La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrans: Presidente, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 332055 / 391216

Salutation: Sr. Presidente / Dear President

Sr. Mnistro de Gobierno, Sr. Walter Quiteras Dennis

M nisterio de Gobierno, Av. Arce esq. Belisario Salinas
La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrans: Mnistro Gobierno, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 371352 / 371334

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia, Sr. Juan Chahin

M nisterio de Justicia, Palacio de Conuni caci ones, Piso 6
Aveni da Mariscal Santa Cruz, La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrans: Mnistro Justicia, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 356530

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Sr. Mnistro de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto

Dr. Javier Murillo de | a Rocha

M ni sterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores y Qulto, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 59 12 371155

Asanbl ea Pernmanent e de Derechos Humanos, Caj 6n Postal 9282, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 5912 335715

CEDI B, Centro de Docunentaci 6n e I nfornmaci 6n Bolivia, Casilla 3302
Cochabanba, Bolivia, Faxes: + 5914 252401



and to diplomatic representatives of BOLIVIA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 May 2000.



