EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 18/02/97

UA 27/97 Fear for safety 28 January 1997

BOLI VI A Dr Wal do Al barracin, human rights defender

Ammesty International is deeply concerned at reports that Dr Wl do

Al barracin was abducted and tortured in La Paz by eight policenmen on 25
January 1997. Dr Al barracin is now receiving nedical treatnent in hospital
Amesty International believes that the incident is connected with Dr

Al barracin's public declarations on human rights issues, and fears that he
may continue to be at risk of attack as a result of his work as a human

ri ghts defender.

Dr Waldo Al barracin is President of the Asanbl ea Pernmanente de Derechos
Humanos, Pernmanent Hunman Ri ghts Assenbly, a non-governnmental human rights
organi zation. At 11.30 amon 25 January 1997 the public transport vehicle
in which he was travelling was intercepted by a van, and Dr Al barracin was
forced out of the vehicle by eight nen in plain clothes. He was blindfol ded
and driven to an unknown | ocation where he was beaten about the head, ears
and testicles for several hours, and was told that he would be kill ed.

At around 3.30 pmon 25 January 1997 Dr Waldo Al barracin was taken to the
headquarters of the Policia Técnica Judicial, Judicial Police, in La Paz
and placed in a cell. The departnent police commander subsequently ordered
his transfer to a police hospital. Fearing that he remained at risk there,
his fam|ly arranged for himto be noved to a private hospital where he is
currently being treated for bruising and a cracked rib

Dr Wal do Al barracin has been presented with an arrest warrant. Amesty

I nternational believes that any charges he may face could be related to
recent declarations he nade about an incident on 22 Decenber 1996 in which
ni ne people, including a police colonel, died in clashes between m ners and
police in Amayapanpa, Potosi Departnent. Dr Al barracin has publicly called
for a full investigation into all the deaths.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Asanbl ea Permanente de Derechos Humanos is a | eading Bolivian human

ri ghts organi zation which was founded in 1976. Dr Waldo Al barracin has been
its president for six years, and an outspoken defender of human rights. In
May 1996, Dr WAl do Al barracin was a del egate at an international conference
on the protection of human rights defenders organi zed by Amesty
International and held in Bogota, Col onbia.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express or airmail letters
i n Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern at the abduction and torture of Dr Wl do

Al barracin, carried out by nenbers of the police;

- urging the Bolivian authorities to take steps to guarantee the safety of
Dr Wal do Al barracin;

- calling for an i mmedi ate suspension from duty of any menmbers of the
police suspected of involvenment in the abduction and torture of Dr Wl do
Al barracin, pending a full and independent inquiry;

- urging that the findings of the inquiry be nade public, and that those
responsi bl e be brought to justice;



- asking for details of any charges against Dr Wal do Al barracin.
APPEALS TO

Pr esi dent

Excnmp Sr. Presidente

Lic. Gonzal o Sanchez de Lozada

Pal aci o de Gobi erno

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egranms: Excno. Sr. Presidente, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: +5912 391216

Sal utation: M President/ Sefior Presidente

M ni ster of Governnent

Sr. Mnistro de Gobierno

Dr. Carlos Sanchez Berzain

Av. Arce esq. Belisario Salinas

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrams: Sr. Mnistro de Gobierno, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: +5912 371334

Sal utati on: Dear M nister/Sefior Mnistro

M nister of Justice

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia

Dr. Raul Espafia Snith

M nisterio de Justicia

Pal aci o de Conuni caci ones Piso 6,

Aveni da Mariscal Santa Cruz

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrams: Sr. Mnistro Justicia, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: +59 12 356530

Sal utation: Dear Mnister, Sefior Mnistro

COPI ES TO

Nati onal newspaper

Presenci a

Jefe de redacci 6n, Sr. Pedro d asinovich
Aveni da Mariscal Santa Cruz No. 2150
Casilla de Correo 3276

La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: +59 12 39140

Human Ri ghts Organi zation
Asanbl ea Per nmanente

de Derechos Humanos

Caj 6n Postal 9282

La Paz, Bolivia

and to diplomatic representatives of Bolivia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 March 1997.



