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Fur ther  I n fo rmat ion on UA 270 /07 (AMR 19 /018 /2007 ,  23 October 2007 )  Fear fo r  
sa fe ty

BRAZIL Around 50 Gua ja ja ra i nd igenous fami l i es 

Ki l l ed : M.S .  ( f )  6 years o ld

Around 50 Gua ja j a ra  i nd i genous f am i l i es ,  i n  t he r emo te Ara r i bó ia  r ese rva t i on i n  
t he cen t ra l  wes t  o f  Maranhão s ta te ,  a re a t  r i s k  o f  a t t ack f r om l o ca l  gunmen 
a l l eged l y  con t rac ted by i l l ega l  l ogge rs  and t he l o ca l  popu la t i on who oppose t o  
t he i nd igenous p resence .  

On 5 May ,  two a rmed men on a moto rb i ke i n vaded t he Ana já  v i l l age .  They sho t  i n  
t he d i rec t i on o f  a f am i l y .  I n  t he commot i on ,  a s i x - yea r - o ld  g i r l ,  M.S .  was h i t  i n  
t he head and d ied i n s tan t l y .  Acco rd ing t o  t he Gua ja j a ras ,  t he gunmen were among 
t he same ones who had k i l l ed Tomé Gua ja j a ra  and wounded two o the r  i nd i genous men 
on 15 Oc tobe r  2007 ,  when t he r ese rva t i on was i n vaded by 15 gunmen .

Acco rd ing t o  a l o ca l  NGO, t he Conse lho I nd i gen i s ta  Miss ioná r i o ,  ( I nd igenous 
Miss iona ry  Counc i l ,  CIMI ) ,  t he Fede ra l  Po l i ce  i s  i n ves t i ga t i ng t he s i x - yea r - o ld  
g i r l ’ s  murde r .  Howeve r ,  no one has been cha rged wi th  t he murde r  o f  Tomé 
Gua ja j a ra .  The Gua ja j a ras do no t  be l i eve i n  t he j ud i c i a l  sys tem and do no t  
denounce c r imes f ea r i ng r e ta l i a t i on ,  as no measu res have been t aken t o  p ro tec t  
t he commun i t y .  Acco rd ing t o  t he Gua ja j a ra ,  “K i l l i ng  I nd i ans a round he re i s  t he 
same as k i l l i ng  dogs ,  because no th i ng i s  done abou t  i t ”  [ “ mata r  í nd i os  po r  aqu i  é 
i gua l  mata r  um cacho r ro ,  po i s  não acon tece nada ” ] .

At tacks on t he commun i t y  a re common and many i nd i genous f am i l i es  have f l ed f r om 
a reas nea r  t he r oad t ha t  bo rde rs  t he r ese rva t i on i n  o rde r  t o  be c lose t o  t he 
cen t re  where t hey a re l e ss  l i ke l y  t o  be t a rge ted by peop le  shoo t i ng f r om ca rs  o r  
moto rb i kes .  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The  r ese rva t i on  o f  Ara r i bó ia ,  one  o f  t he  o ldes t  i nd i genous  r ese rva t i ons  i n  
Braz i l ,  cove rs  an  a rea  o f  413  t housand  hec ta res  ac ross  s i x  mun ic i pa l i t i es  o f  
Maranhão s ta te .  S ince t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  1980s ,  t he  r eg ion has been sub jec t  t o  
r epea ted  i n cu rs i ons  f r om  i l l ega l  l ogge rs .  The  i n vas ions  have  c rea ted  v io l en t  
con f l i c t  w i t h  i nd i genous  peop les  and  widesp read  env i r onmen ta l  damage ,  i n c l ud ing 
de fo res ta t i on ,  f o res t  f i r es  and wate r  d ra inage .  N ine ty  pe r  cen t  o f  Gua ja j a ra  l and 
i s  now a f fec ted  by  l ogg ing ,  hun t i ng  and  l and  i n vas ions ,  t h rea ten ing  i nd i genous 
l i ve l i hoods .  Wi th  l i t t l e  t o  no s ta te  p resence ,  t he  l ogge rs  have been f r ee  t o  ac t  
w i th  impun i t y ,  buy ing  o f f  some o f  t he  i nd i genous  peop le  t o  d i v i de  commun i t i es .  
The Gua ja j a ra  have been campa ign ing  t o  f o r  t he  r ede f i n i t i on  o f  t he i r  l ands ,  t he  
p ro tec t i on o f  t he r ese rva t i on ’ s  bo rde rs  and t he expu l s i on o f  i l l ega l  se t t l e r s .



RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Por tuguese or your own l anguage:
-  exp ress ing conce rn f o r  t he sa fe t y  o f  Gua ja j a ra  f am i l i es  i n  t he Ana já  v i l l age i n  
Maranhão s ta te  who a re unde r  t h rea t  o f  imminen t  v io l ence ;
-  ca l l i ng  on t he au tho r i t i es  t o  gua ran tee t he secu r i t y  o f  t hese f am i l i es ,  
acco rd ing t o  t he i r  w ishes ;  
-  u rg ing t ha t  t he k i l l i ngs o f  M.S .  and Tomé Gua ja j a ra  and t he t h rea t s  aga ins t  t he 
Gua ja j a ra  be f u l l y  and t r anspa ren t l y  i n ves t i ga ted and t hose r espons ib l e  f o r  
ca r r y i ng ou t  o r  o rde r i ng t hese a t t acks be b rough t  t o  j u s t i ce ;
-  exp ress ing you r  conce rn a t  t he con t i nu ing pa t t e rn  o f  ha rassmen t  and 
i n t im ida t i on and l and deg rada t i on by i l l ega l  l ogge rs ;  
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  f u l f i l  t he i r  cons t i t u t i ona l  and i n t e rna t i ona l  
ob l i ga t i ons t o  ma in ta i n  t he i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he Ara r i bó ia  r ese rva t i on ,  expe l l i ng 
i l l ega l  se t t l e r s  and p reven t i ng f u r t he r  l and deg rada t i on .
-  r eques t i ng a s ta te  p resence and t he p rov i s i on o f  bas i c  se rv i ces f o r  t he 
Gua ja j a ra  and o the r  i nd i genous g roups ,  t o  make t he i r  l i ves on t he r ese rva t i on 
v iab l e .  

APPEALS TO:

Pres iden t  o f  FUNAI (Gove rnmen t  Agency f o r  I nd i genous Peop le )  
Exmo .  Sr .  Pres iden te Márc io  Me i ra
SEPS Quadra 902 /702 -  B loco .  A 
Ed .  Lex -  3 º  Anda r  
70340 - 904 -  Bras í l i a  – DF,  Bras i l  
Fax :  + 55 61 3226 8782 
Sa lu ta t ion :  Exmo. Sr Pres iden te

Gove rno r  o f  Maranhão S ta te
Exmo.  Sr .  Jackson Lago 
Pa lác io  dos Leões,  
Aven ida Ped ro Segundo ,  
s /n  Cen t ro   65010 - 904 
São Lu ís  /MA
Sa lu ta t ion :  Exmo. Sr .  Governador

COPIES TO:

Federa l  Human Righ ts  Sec re ta r y
Sec re ta r i a  Espec ia l  de D i re i t os  Humanos
Exmo.  Sec re tá r i o  Espec ia l  
Sr .  Pau lo  de Tarso Vannuch i  
Esp lanada dos Min i s té r i os  -  B loco "T "  -  4 º  anda r ,  70 .064 - 900 -  Bras í l i a /DF – 
Bras i l
Fax :  + 55 61 3226 7980

Loca l  NGO
Conse lho I nd i gen i s ta  Miss ioná r i o ,  (C IM I )
Ros ime i re de Jesus Din iz  Santos
Rua do Pespon tão ,  99 -  Cen t ro
São Lu i s  -  MA -  CEP 65010 - 460

and t o  d ip loma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  Braz i l  acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  23 June 2008 .
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