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UA 190/ 00 Death Threats/fear for safety 30 June 2000

BRAZI L Di onisi o Vendresen, age 50, human ri ghts defender
O her nmenbers of the Land Pastoral Com ssion- Parana

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of Dionisio Vandresen
Regi onal Coordi nator of the Comm sdo Pastoral da Terra (CPT), Pastoral Land
Conmi ssion, in Curitiba, Paranad State.

On 28 June 2000, a femmle staff nenber at the Guarapuava Pastoral Land

Conmmi ssion in Parana State took an anonynous col |l ect phone call in the
of fice:"Desta vez te peganps! Vocé a umfilho da puta", "This tinme we'l
get you, you are a son of a bitch". The anonynous caller said "filho"
(masculine) rather than "filha", indicating that a man was the target of

the death threat.

The Pastoral Land Conm ssion believes that the threat was directed at

Di oni si 0 Vandresen who has received death threats on other occassions. A
sim |l ar phone call, also collect, was made on 26 April 2000: "[vocé] se
esta metendo em tudo", "you are getting involved in everything"

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty International has been working in collaboration with CPT nenbers
for many years. The CPT have been tireless in their efforts to publicize
high I evels of violence perpetrated with total inmpunity. They have al so
supported many victins, and relatives of victinms, through | egal procedures
that can | ast many years. Dedicated work by Ammesty International nenbers
has hel ped the CPT to nmmintain pressure on both the Federal and State
authorities to investigate the violence perpetrated in the region and bring
those responsible to trial

Human rights defenders in Brazil are frequently harassed, intimdated and
t hr eat ened.

In June 1999, the General Assenbly of the Organization of Anerican States
adopted a resolution stating their intention to inplenent the United

Nati ons Decl aration on the Ri ght and Responsibility of Individuals, G oups
and Organs of Society to Pronote and Protect Universally Recognized Human
Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons, which the UN passed on 9 Decenber 1998.
The UN agreed to "recogni ze and support the work carried out by Human

Ri ghts Defenders and their valuable contribution to the pronotion,
observance, and protection of fundamental rights and freedons in the
Americas”. The resolution called on state nenbers to provide "Human Ri ghts
Def enders with the necessary guarantees and facilities to continue freely
carrying out their work of pronoting and protecting human rights", as wel
as to adopt "the necessary steps to guarantee their life, liberty, and
integrity".

If the Brazilian authorities are serious about allow ng human rights
defenders to carry out their work, they must abide by the letter and spirit
of international human rights standards. By doing so they would be sendi ng
a clear signal that intimdation of human rights defenders will not be

t ol er at ed.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Portuguese or your own | anguage:

- calling for an i mmedi ate investigation into the alleged death threats;

- reminding the federal authorities of their duty to ensure that human
rights violations are investigated and puni shed, wherever they occur in
Brazil;

- urging the Brazilian government to adhere to its obligations regarding
human rights defenders, as laid out in the UN Declaration on the Ri ght and
Responsi bility of Individuals, Goups and Organs of Society to Promote and
Protect Universally Recogni zed Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons
adopted on 9 Decenber 1998, and the Organi zation of Anerican States Human
Ri ghts Defenders in the Americas resolution adopted on 7 June 1999 [ AG RES
1671 (XXI X-O/'99)].

APPEALS TO

Governor Parana State
Exnmo. Sr. Governador do
Est ado do Par ana

Sr. Jaine Lerner

Pal 4ci o I guagu - 3°andar
Centro Civico

80530- 909

Curitiba - PR

Brazil

Fax: + 55 41 350 2400 / 254 2399

Sal ut ati on: Vossa Excel énci a/ Your Excel |l ency

M ni ster of Justice

Exmo. Sr. Mnistro da Justica

do Brasil

Dr. José Gregori

M ni stério da Justica

Espl anada dos M ni stérios, Bloco

70064- 900

Brasilia - DF

Brazi |

Fax: + 55 61 224 2448/ 322 6817

Sal ut ati on: Vossa Excel énci a/ Your Excel |l ency

COPI ES TO

Comi ssdo Pastoral da Terra
Rua Paul a Gonez 703, 1 andar
S. Francisco

80510- 070

Curitiba - Parana

Br asi |

e-mai | : cpt parana@oftone.com br

and to diplomatic representatives of BRAZIL accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 August 2000.



