PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 19/21/00

UA 243/ 00 Fear for Safety/Torture 16 August 2000

BRAZI L Dona Iraci Oiveira dos Santos (f)
"José" (not his real nane) age 16

Dona lIraci Oiveira and her 16 year old son, "José" have been continually
intimdated by the two police officers accused of torturing "José" |ast year
Ammesty International is concerned for their safety.

"José" - his real nane cannot be legally revealed as he is a minor - was
arrested by the civil police in the town of Xinguara, in the State of Par4,
on 7 June 1999. He was tortured while in their custody and suffered intense
psychol ogical trauma as well as physical injury. An investigation has been
opened into the allegations against two officers, but they have not yet been
det ai ned or suspended and renmin on active duty in X nguara.

The two police officers under investigation have repeatedly attenpted to
intimdate those involved in the case in the hope of forcing themto w thdraw
the charges. They regularly drive past Dona Iraci’s house, in full view of
"José" adding to his distress while in this vulnerable state. One of the
of ficers insisted on acconpanying Dona lIraci fromthe Police Station to her
home after she had testified in her son's case. The sanme police officers have
made a poi nt of personally delivering the summbnses to the hones of witnesses
who al so have to testify.

One of the officers in the case was transferred to Xinguara in 1999 foll ow ng
previ ous accusations of torture and the investigation is being|led by a senior
of ficer who was al so transferred to Xinguara at the sane tine as a result of
t he sane accusations.

The Gormi s&o Pastoral de Terra (QPT), Pastoral Land Gonmassi on, has filed | egal conplaintstoParaSate
authorities regarding the torture charges, violations of due process and the
on-goi ng i ntim dation agai nst Dona Iraci and "José". No i nvestigationinto the
threats has taken place to date. As aresult of their efforts the CPT has been
attacked in the press by nmenbers of the civil police (see UA 134/00, AM
19/ 13/ 00, 25 May 2000; and foll ow up UA134/00, AMR 19/19/00, 25 July 2000).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty I nternational has docunent ed hundreds of cases of police brutality and
torture throughout Brazil, and is concerned that the Brazilian authorities
have consistently failed to inplenment the aw on torture (Law 9. 455) adopted
in April 1997. According to information received by Ammesty |nternational
there have still been no convictions under this law, four years after its
i ntroduction, in any part of the country. It is this formof inpunity which
has allowed the practice of torture and ill-treatnment in Brazil’'s police
stations and prisons to continue unabated.

RECOMVENDED ACTION: Please send telegrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in Portuguese or your own | anguage:

-expressing concern for the safety of Dona Iraci Oiveira dos Santos, her son
(please do not refer to himas "José" in your letters), and the witnesses
i nvol ved in the case

-calling for an immediate investigation into the threats, and intimdation
bei ng nade agai nst them and for those found responsible to be brought to
justice w thout delay;



2

-urging the authorities to open a full and i ndependent investigation into the
torture of Dona Iraci Oiveira dos Santos’s son, for any officers involved to
be suspended from duty and for those found responsible to be brought to
justice;

-urging the Brazilian governnment to adhere to torture Law 9. 455 adopted on 07
April 1997, and remi nding the authorities of their conmtnent to ensure that
human rights violations and crinmes of torture are investigated and prosecuted
wherever they occur in Brazil

APPEALS TO

Governor Paréa State

Exmp. Sr. Governador do

Est ado do Para

Sr. Almr José de Oiveira Gabrie
Pal aci o dos Despachos

Rod. Mbntenegro KM 9

66823-010
Bel ém - PA
Brazi |

Tel ex: 038 91 1012 gopa br
Fax: +55 91 248 0133
Sal utation: Vossa Excel énci a/ Your Excell ency

Public Security Secretary, Para State
Secretari o de Seguranca Publica

do Estado do Paréa

Dr. Paulo Celso Sette Canara

Rua Arci preste M Teodoro 305

66023- 700
Bel ém - PA
Brazi |

Fax. +55 91 225 2644
Sal utation: Vossa Excel énci a/ Your Excell ency

M nister of Justice

Exmp. Sr. Mnistro da Justica

do Brasil

Dr. José Gregori

M ni stério da Justica

Espl anada dos M nistérios, Bloco 23
CEP 70064- 900

Brasilia - DF

Brazi |

Fax: +55 61 224 2448/ 322 6817

Sal utation: Vossa Excel énci a/ Your Excell ency

COPI ES TO

Past oral Land Commi ssi on- Xi nguara
Comi ssdo Pastoral da Terra - Xinguara
Rua Pau Brasil 40

Cai xa Postal 57

CEP 68555- 000

Xi nguara -Para - PA,

Brazi |

O Li beral (Newspaper)



Redacéo

Av 23 de Setenbro 2473

66093- 000, Belem - PA, Brasi

Fax: + 55 91 276 5615 / 216 5615

and to diplomatic representatives of Brazil accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 Septenber 2000.



