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UA 450/ 90 Death Threats 8 Noverber 1990

BRAZI L: Wol mer do Nascimento (Ri o coordinator, Myvinento Naciona
dos Meninos e Meninas da Rua,
Nat i onal Street
Chil dren's Movenent)
Ana Teresa do Nascinmento, aged 2 ) Children of Wl ner
Wol mer do Nascinmento Filho, aged 3 ) do Nascinento

Wol mer do Nascimento on the

right with Amesty Internationa
del egate Bacre Waly Ndiaye during a
visit to Brasil

During the | ast week of October 1990, Wl mer do Nascinmento reportedly received
typewritten death threats directed against his children. On 5 Novenber, an
unknown man in plain clothes approached himon the street in Duque de Caxias, R o
de Janeiro state, put a gun to his back and told him "W're not playing anynore;
you'd better stop what you're doing." He received another threatening letter on
7 Novenmber.

Wol mer do Nascimento has becone well known in Ri o de Janeiro because of his
work with street children and his denunciations of death-squad killings of
mnors. He is a nenber of the new State Council on Children and Adol escents,
created by federal law to oversee governnment policies toward m nors.

As a result of receiving these threats, Wl mer do Nascinmento sent his
children away from Duque de Caxi as, where death squads have been reported to have
killed nore than 300 peopl e during 1990.



BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Increasing crime in Brazil's big cities appears to have stimulated the growh of
deat h squads during the past three years. According to Brazilian human rights
organi zati ons, hundreds of people, including children and adol escents, have been
killed by death squads in the Rio de Janeiro nmetropolitan region in 1990. There
is evidence that | ocal police have given support to these groups or even
participated in their activities. Such groups are said to kill wi tnesses as wel
as suspects and petty crimnals. People who draw attention to their activities
have received threats. Local and state authorities have apparently been slow to
i nvestigate or prosecute suspected death-squad crinmes. See "Torture and
Extraj udi cial Execution in Urban Brazil" (AMR 19/05/90, June 1990) and "Children
Tortured and Killed in Brazil" (AVR 19/20/90, Septenber 1990).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:
- expressing concern at reported death threats to Wil ner do Nasci nento and his
two children in Duque de Caxias, Rio de Janeiro state;

- urging that Wol mer do Nascinmento and his fanmily receive special police
protection and that all threats against thembe fully investigated.

APPEALS TO
(M nister of Justice) (State Governor of Rio de Janeiro)
Exnp. Sr. Mnistro da Justica Exnp. Sr CGover nador

do Brasil Estado do Ri o de Janeiro
Sr. Jarbas Passari nho Sr. Wellington Moreira Franco
M ni stério da Justica Pal aci o Guanabar a
Espl anada dos M ni st éri os Rua Pi nheiro Machado s/n
Bl oco 23 22.231 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brasi
70.064 Brasilia, DF, Brasil Tel egrans: Governador Estado Rio
Tel egranms: M nistro Justica, de Janeiro, Ri o de Janeiro, Brazi

Brasilia, Brazil
Tel exes: 611003 MNJU BR
611088 MNJU BR or 612313 MNJU BR

(Secretary of Public Security)
Exnp. Sr. Secretario de Seguranca
Publ i ca
Estado do Ri o de Janeiro
Sr. Heral do Gomres
Rua da Rel agcdo, No. 42, 120 Andar
Centro
20. 031, Ri o de Janeiro, Brasi
Tel egranms: Snr Gomez Secretario Seguranca Publica Ri o de Janeiro,
Ri o de Janeiro, Brazi

COPI ES TO

(National novenent of Street (Centre for Ethnic Mnorities)

Chi | dren) Centro de Articul acdo de

Movi ment o Naci onal dos Meni nos Popul agcbes Margi nal i zados
e Meninas da Rua Rua da Lapa No. 200 Sala 809

Rua André Caval cante, 23 20. 021, Ri o de Janeiro, Brazi

20.231 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brasil CEP 20021



(Council of Social Wlfare ((Newspaper)

organi zations of the State Jornal do Brasil
of Rio de Janeiro) Aveni da Brasil 500
Consel ho de Enti dades de Bem Est ar 20.940 Ri o de Janeiro, RJ, Brasil

Soci al do Estado do

Ri o de Janeiro (CEBES)
Rua André Caval cante, 23
20. 231 Rio de Janeiro, RJ Brasil

and to diplomatic representatives of Brazil in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 10 Decenber 1990.



