EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 23/10/96

UA 51/96 "Di sappearance” /| Fear for Safety 28 February 1996

coLOMvBI A Al ej andro Matia HERNANDEZ VAN- STRAHLEN, trade unioni st
Her mes CASTRO

Hermes Castro and Al ejandro Matia Hernandez Van-Strahl en have not been seen
since 16 February 1996, when wi tnesses saw t hem bei ng abducted by nenbers
of the security forces in the town of Barranquilla, departnment of

Atl antico. Amesty International is deeply concerned for their safety.

According to information received, the two men were having refreshments at
a street stall opposite the Carcel Mdelo, a prison in the centre of
Barranquilla, waiting for their relatives who were visiting a friend in the
pri son, when several heavily armed nmen arrived in three vehicles. The nen
forced Al ejandro Matia Hernandez and Hernes Castro into one of the vehicles
and drove away.

Several elenments of the abduction indicate that it was a security force
operation. According to witnesses, one of the abductors was wearing a
tunic of the Servicio de Investigaciones Judiciales e Inteligencia (SIJIN)
Judicial Investigations and Intelligence Service, an intelligence unit of
t he Col onbi an National Police. Furthernore, reports indicate that the
street in which the abduction took place was at the tine being heavily
patroll ed by arny and police agents, who were policing carniva
celebrations taking place in the city. Vehicles had been prohibited from
the street that day.

Efforts by relatives to locate the two nen at the SIJIN offices in
Barranquil |l a and el sewhere have been unsuccessful. Alejandro Matia

Her nandez's rel atives have denounced his "di sappearance” to the Defensoria
del Pueblo, Ofice of the People's Defender, the Fiscalia CGeneral de |la
Naci 6n, O fice of the Attorney Ceneral, and to the Policia Nacional
Nat i onal Police.

Al ej andro Matia Herndndez was a trade union |eader in the Cl COLAC factory
in Curumani, department of Cesar, before he was forced to flee the town in
1988 after receiving death threats. He noved to Santa Marta, department of
Magdal ena, but once again had to flee in the face of death threats. He had
only recently noved to Barranquill a.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In recent years wi despread and systenatic human rights viol ati ons have
occurred in Col onbi a, including extrajudicial executions, "di sappearance”,
torture and arbitrary arrest. Trade unionists and other popul ar activists
together with peasant farmers are anongst those who have frequently been
the victims. President Ernesto Sanmper Pizano, who assumed office on 7
August 1994, has publicly stated that tackling the human rights situation
will be a priority for his governnment. However, menbers of the Col onbi an
armed and security forces, together with their paranmlitary allies,
continue to comit serious abuses with virtual inmpunity. Only exceptionally
are perpetrators brought to justice; the vast mpjority of nmenbers of the
armed and security forces responsible for gross human rights violations
remain in active service
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern for the safety of Alejandro Matia Hernandez Van-
Strahl en and Hermes Castro whose whereabouts have been unknown since their
reported abduction by nmenmbers of the security forces on 16 February 1996 in
Barranquilla, departnment of Atlantico;

- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into their

"di sappearance”, the results of which should be made public and those
responsi bl e brought to justice;

- urging that if they are in detention, they be treated humanely and

al l owed access to | awers, relatives and nedical treatnent;

- urging that they be charged with a recogni zabl e of fence or i medi ately
rel eased.

APPEALS TO

1) President of Col onbia:

Sefior Presidente Ernesto Sanper Pizano

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o de Nari fio

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egranms: Presi dent Sanper Pizano, Bogota, Col onbia

Tel exes: 44281 PALP CO

Faxes: + 57 1 289 3377/286 7434

Sal utation: Excelentisinp Sr. Presidente/ Dear President Sanper

2) Mnister of Defence

Dr. Juan Carl os Esguerra Portocarrero

M ni stro de Defensa Naci ona

M ni steri o de Defensa Naci ona

Aveni da El dorado CAN - Carrera 52

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egrams: Mnistro de Defensa , Bogota, Col onbia
Tel exes: 42411 | NPRE CO, 44561 CFAC CO

Faxes: + 57 1 222 1874/ 288 4906

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear Mnister

3) Mnister of the Interior

Dr. Horacio Serpa Uribe

M nistro del Interior

M nisterio del Interior

Carrera 8a, No.8-09, Piso 7

Sant af € de Bogot a

COLOMBI A

Telegrams: Mnistro del Interior Serpa, Bogota, Col onmbia
Tel exes: 45406 M NGO CO

Faxes: + 57 1 286 0053/ 286 0485
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister

4) Attorney Genera

Dr. Alfonso Val divieso Sarm ento
Fi scal General de |la Nacioén
Fiscalia General de |la Nacioén
Apartado Aéreo 29855

Sant af € de Bogot a

Col onbi a




Tel egrams: Fiscal General Valdivieso, Fiscalia General, Bogota, Colonbia
Faxes: + 57 1 245 5292 or 287 0939 or 288 2828
Sal utation: Estimdo Dr. Valdivieso/Dear Dr. Valdivieso

COPI ES TO

Association for Relatives of the "Di sappeared"
Sefior es

ASFADDES

AA 011446

Sant af € de Bogot a

Col onbi a

and to diplomatic representatives of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 April 1996.



