PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 23/56/99

UA 192/99 Fear for Safety/Extrajudicial Execution/
“Di sappear ance” 30 July 1999

COLOMBI A Fear for Safety: The civilian population of Simti, Bolivar
departnment and Puerto W ches, Santander departnent.
Killed: Adol fo Pefial oza Segovi a, Ri goberto Mifioz Guzman.
“Di sappeared”: G ovani Puello Brache, Juan de Di os Puello
Brache, Luis Alberto Puello Brache, Walter Puello Brache and
Cesar Puell o Brache.

There is grave concern for the safety of the inhabitants of the
municipalities of Simti, Bolivar departnent, and nearby Puerto W/I ches,
Sant ander departnent, as paramilitary attacks on the civilian population in
the regi on have been stepped up

At mdnight on 22 July 1999 sonme 30 heavily arned and unifornmed nmen who

i dentified thensel ves as Aut odefensas Canpesi nas de Cdérdoba y Uraba (ACCU)
Peasant Sel f-Def ense Forces of Cordoba and Uraba, went into the village of
Vijagual in Puerto Wlches. Using a |list, they searched for 12 nenbers of
the community who work on boats on the Magdal ena river. They shot and
killed the Presidente de |l a Junta de Acci 6n Conunal (President of the
Village Council), father of three Adol fo Pefial oza Segovia, in his house,
and took Rigoberto Mifioz Guznan, a father of five, to the village park and
killed himin front of his wife. Before they left the paranmilitaries
rounded up the relatives of other people naned on the |list and threatened
to return.

On 25 July a group of heavily arned nen, who al so said they were ACCU
menbers, went into Cesar Puello Brache's house in Simti and abducted his
sons G ovani, Juan de Dios, Luis Alberto, Walter and Cesar. \When the nen’s
relatives went to the local police station to report what had happened, the
police reportedly told them“l o sentinpbs nucho no podenps hacer nada”
(we’'re sorry but we can’'t do anything). The whereabouts of Cesar Puello
Brache' s sons are unknown.

Wth paramilitary attacks in the region becom ng nore and nore frequent,
there is also serious concern for the inhabitants of the neighbouring

nmuni ci palities of Santa Rosa and San Pablo (see UA 167/99 AWVR 23/50/99, 15
July 1999).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Peasant communities in disputed zones in Colonbia s |ong-running civi
conflict have frequently suffered human rights violations. Neither the
arned forces and their paramlitary allies nor the left-wi ng arned
opposition groups recognize the civilian population's neutrality in the
conflict.

Menbers of the Col onbian arnmy and security forces and their paranmlitary
allies continue to commt serious human rights violations with virtual
i mpunity. Over the past five years several thousand civilians have been kill ed
by paramlitary groups throughout the country. The Col onbian governnent
suspended the constitutional |egal base for the formation of paramlitary
organi zations and i ssued directives to the armed forces to conbat and di sband
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such groups in 1989, yet they continue to work with the support of the
security forces in many areas of the country.

RECOMVENDED ACTION: Please send telegrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern for the civilian population of the nmunicipalities
of Simti, Santa Rosa and San Pabl o in Bolivar departnent and Puerto W/ ches,
Sant ander departnent, and urging the authorities to take i mmediate steps to
guarantee their safety;

- calling for a full, pronpt and inpartial investigation into the killings of
Adol f o Pefial oza Segovi a and Ri gobert o Mufioz Guzrman, for the results to be nmade
public and for those responsible to be brought to justice;

- expressing deep concern for the safety of G ovani Puello Brache, Juan de
Di os Puel | o Brache, Luis Al berto Puello Brache, Walter Puell o Brache and Cesar
Puel |l 0 Brache, who have not been seen since they were forcibly abducted by
parami litaries on 25 July, and calling on the authorities to establish their
wher eabout s;

- urging the authorities to take inmediate action to dismantle paranilitary
groups operating in the region, in line with stated government conm tnments.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Col onbi a:

Sefior Presi dente Andrés Pastrana, Presidente de |la Republica

Pal aci o de Narifio, Carrera 8 No. 7-26, Santafé de Bogota, Col onbia
Tel egrams: President Pastrana, Bogota, Col onbia

Tel ex: 44281 PALP CO

Fax: + 57 1 286 7434 / 337 1351

Sal utation: Excelentisino Sr. Presidente/ Dear President Pastrana

Commander of the Arny

General Jorge Enrique Mira Range

Comandante del Ejército Naciona

Aveni da El dorado - Carrera 52, Santaf é de Bogota, Col onbia
Tel egrams: Comandante del Ejército, Bogota, Col onbia

Tel exes: 43401 CCEJC
Salutation: Sr. Comandant e/ Dear Commander
Fax: + 57 1 315 1570

Attorney Genera

Dr. Alfonso Gonez Meéndez,

Fi scal General de la Naci én, Fiscalia General de |a Naci6n,

Di agonal 22B 5201, Apartado Aéreo 29855

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egranms: Fiscal General, Fiscalia General, Bogota, Colonbia
Faxes: + 571 570 2022 (After voice dial ext. 2017/2022)
Sal utation: Estimdo Dr./Dear Dr.

COPIES TO Alternative Legal Association
M NGA, AA 40303, Santafé de Bogotda, Col onbia

and to diplomatic representatives of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 10 Septenber 1999.



