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UA 430/ 90 Deat h Penalty 24 Cct ober 1990

CUBA: Jorge Luis GONZALEZ NORONA

According to press reports, 23-year-old Jorge Luis Gonzal ez Norona was
sentenced to death in the first instance by a Cuban court on 1 Cctober

1990. He was convicted of killing three wonen, aged 77, 73 and 51, between
3 and 9 May 1990 in Havana while on the run fromprison. He is said to
have dressed in a doctor's white coat to gain the confidence of his victins
and then strangl ed or suffocated them The case will now go to appeal to
the Tribunal Suprenp Popul ar, People's Supreme Court, and subsequently to
the Council of State, which is presided by President Fidel Castro, for a
final decision. It is not clear when this will happen but in the past the
whol e procedure has on occasion taken only a matter of days or weeks.
Amesty International is therefore concerned that execution nay be

i mm nent .

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Cuba nmintains the death penalty for a | arge nunber of offences and a
debate is at present taking place to decide whether to extend its use to
serious drugs-related cases. Nevertheless, in recent years there has been
a reduction in the nunmber of executions carried out. According to officia
statistics provided to Amesty International by the Mnister of Justice
during a visit to Cuba in March 1988, 12 executions had taken place between
1984 and 1987, 11 for comon crines, nmainly nurder, and one for terrorism
a crine against state security. |In a nunber of other cases, the death
sentence had been conmuted on appeal. However, in July 1989 four senior
army officers were executed by firing squad after being convicted by a
court martial on a number of charges including hostile acts towards a
foreign state, drug-trafficking, and abusing their official positions.

Al t hough the defendants denied that their actions were politically

noti vated, Amesty International was concerned that the prosecution may
have introduced political charges to pernmit the application of the death
penalty. No executions are believed to have taken place since July 1989.

According to the Cuban Penal Code, the death penalty is only to be
used exceptionally. It cannot be passed on people under 20 years of age or
on wonen who were pregnhant at the tine the offence was conmitted or at the
time of sentencing. Once sentence has been passed in the first instance,
cases go automatically for appeal to the People's Suprene Court, and
subsequently to the Council of State which, on the basis of a
recommendation fromthe Mnister of Justice, decides whether the prisoner
is to be executed or granted cl enency.

Amesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a
violation of the right to life and of the right not to be subjected to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishnent, as proclainmed in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights. Concern about the use of the death
penalty in Cuba is exacerbated by the |ack or inadequacy in practice of
full judicial guarantees, particularly the right to adequate defence.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:



- welconming the reduction in the use of the death penalty in recent years
in Cuba but expressing concern that consideration is being given to
extending its use to serious drugs-rel ated cases;

- stating Amesty International's unconditional opposition to the death
penalty in all cases;

- urging commutation of the death sentence recently passed on Jorge Luis
Gonzal ez Norona.

APPEALS TO

Dr José Raul Amaro Sal up
Presi dente del Tribunal Supreno Popul ar
Ciudad de | a Habana, Cuba

Tel egrams; Presidente, Tribunal Suprenp Popul ar, Havana, Cuba
Tel ex: 511122 mi nrex

Sr Carl os Amat Forés

M nistro de Justicia en funciones
M nisterio de Justicia

Calle 0 No. 216, 8vo piso

entre 23 y Hunbol dt

Vedado, La Habana

Cuba

Tel egranms: Mnistro Justicia, Havana, Cuba
Tel ex: 511331 M NJU CU

COPI ES TO

Dr Ramdn de |la Cruz Ochoa

Fi scal General de |a Republica
Fi scalia Genera

San Rafael 3

Ci udad de | a Habana

Cuba

G anma

Avda. General Suarez y C. Territoria

Pl aza de | a Revol uci 6n José Marti

Apdo. 6260

Ciudad de | a Habana, Cuba (newspaper)

and to diplomatic representatives of Cuba in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 Decenber 1990.



