EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AMR 27/01/94

Di str: UA/SC
UA 218/ 94 " Di sappear ance” 7 June 1994
DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C Nar ci so GONZALEZ, university lecturer, journalist

and political activist

Nar ci so Gonzalez is reported to have "di sappeared” after being detained on
26 May 1994. Eye-witness accounts and other reports tell of his arrest in
the streets of Santo Dom ngo, by nenbers of the arny and his subsequent
confinenment in a mlitary base known as J-2, on the outskirts of the
capital. However, the authorities have neither acknow edged his detention
nor confirmed where he is being held.

Presi dential elections were held in the Dom nican Republic on 16 May 1994,
in which President Joaquin Bal aguer was one of the candidates. A few days
before the el ections Narciso Gonzal ez published an article in La Miuralla
magazi ne entitled: "10 pruebas que denuestran que Bal aguer es | o mas
perverso que ha surgido en Angrica" ("10 reasons which show that Bal aguer
is one of the nobst perverse figures who have existed in the Anericas").

As well as being a journalist and political activist, Narciso Gonzalez is a
| ecturer at the Universidad Aut 6nona de Santo Domi ngo, Autononopus

Uni versity of Santo Domingo. After the presidential elections, Narciso
Gonz4l ez urged the University's Council and Chancellor to close the
University in protest at the elections, which have all egedly been marred by
fraud.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

According to official results issued by the governnent's Central Election
Board, President Joaquin Bal aguer, who is seeking a seventh term of office,
and his party, the Partido Reform sta Social Cristiano, Social Christian
Ref orm Party, won by a narrow victory over José Franci sco Pefia and t he
Parti do Revol uci onari o Dom ni cano, PRD, Doni nican Revolutionary Party.
Fol | owi ng al l egations by national and international observers that some
200, 000 supporters of the opposition party PRD could not vote because their
nanes had been renoved fromthe electoral register, the two sides agreed to
review the results. By 7 June the outcone of the review was not known.

The international comunity has been interested in the Domi nican el ections
because the Dominican mlitary forces, allegedly under President Bal aguer's
acqui escence, are said to have assisted in the snuggling of oil into

nei ghbouring Haiti, thus weakening the international emnbargo inposed by the
UN Security Council against that nation

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express and airmai
letters either in Spanish or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the reported "di sappearance” of Narciso Gonzal ez,
following his detention by nmenbers of the arnmy on 26 May 1994, in Santo
Domi ngo

- urging the authorities to i mediately and thoroughly investigate his
"di sappearance” and that the results be made public;

- asking that if in custody his whereabouts be disclosed and that he be
ei ther brought before a judge and charged with a recogni zabl e crimna

of fence or be rel eased i mediately;



- urging that if he is in custody he be humanely treated and given access
to an independent |awer, his relatives and a doctor

APPEALS TO

1. President

Dr. Joaquin Bal aguer Ricardo

Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Naci ona

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Domi ni cana

Faxes: + 1 809 682 2341

Tel egrans: Presidente Bal aguer, Santo Dom ngo, Domi nican Republic
Sal ut ati on: Sefior Presidente/Dear President

2. Attorney Cenera

Sr. Efrain Reyes Dul uc

Procurador General de |a Republica

Centro de | os Héroes de Constanza

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Domi ni cana

Tel egranms: Procurador General, Santo Doni ngo, Dom ni can Republic
Salutation: Sr. Procurador General/Dear Attorney Genera

3. Secretary of State for the Armed Forces

General Francisco Javi er Nufiez

Secretario de Estado de | as Fuerzas Arnmdas

Pl aza de | a | ndependenci a

Aveni da 27 de Febrero

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Domi ni cana

Tel egranms: Secretario de Estado Nufiez, Santo Doni ngo, Dom ni can Republic
Salutation: Sr. Secretario/Dear Secretary

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Comité "Por la Vida de Narciso Gonzal ez"

Committee for the Defence of the life of Narciso Gonzal ez
| PECP

(no address avail abl e)

Faxes: + 809 536-5486

and to diplomatic representatives of Dom ncan Republic accredited to your
country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 July 1994.



