EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AMR 27/02/91
Distr: UA/SC

UA 171/91 Torture and Illtreatnent/ 17 May 1991
Death in Custody

DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C: Joubert PIERRE, aged 19

Ammesty International is concerned about the reported torture and ill-
treatment and subsequent death in custody of Haitian citizen Joubert
Pierre.

According to reports, Joubert Pierre was detained on 20 April 1991 by
police agents at his honme in Boca Chica, a sugar producing town |ocated 34
kil ometres from Santo Dom ngo, where he lived with his nother. He was
accused of having stolen a gas cylinder. He was reportedly first taken to a
police station in Andrés Boca Chica and later transferred to police
headquarters in Boca Chica.

The reports indicate that i mmediately upon arrest he was beaten by
the police. On 24 April 1991, Joubert Pierre was able to tell sonme people
who visited himthat he had been severely tortured by the police.
According to reports, he had injuries on his face and chest. On a
subsequent visit, his nother was told by the police that her son had been
sent to the Dr. Luis Aybal Hospital. Wen she went to visit himhowever,
she was told he was not there. H's body was subsequently identified at a
norgue by his nother and an official of the Haitian enbassy in the
Domi ni can Republic.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern about the reported torture and death in custody of
Joubert Pierre;

- expressing concern that, according to reports, his face and chest had
injuries consistent with having been subjected to torture;

- urging that a full and inpartial investigation be initiated into the
all egations of torture and ill-treatnment, and the subsequent death of
Joubert Pierre;

- asking that the results of such an inquiry be nmade public and that those
found responsi ble be brought to justice.



APPEALS TO

Dr Joaquin Bal aguer Ricardo

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Naci ona

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Dom ni cana

Tel egrams: Presidente Bal aguer, Santo Doni ngo,
Domi ni can Republic

Tel exes: 202 0011 SECPRES; 201 4299 SECPRES DR

Dr. Atilio Guzman Fernandez

M nistro del Interior y Policia

M nisterio del Interior y Policia

Centro de | os Héroes

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Dom ni cana

Telegrams: Mnistro Interior Dr. Guzman, Santo Dom ngo
Domi ni can Republic

Sr. Francisco Carvajal Martinez

Presi dente del Senado

Senado de | a Republica

Congreso Naci ona

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Dom ni cana

Tel egranms: Presidente del Senado Dr. Carvajal,
Sant o Dom ngo, Dominican Republic

COPI ES TO

Reverendo Tel ésforo |saac
bi spo

I gl esi a Epi scopal Dom ni cana
Apartado Postal 764

Sant o Domi ngo

Republ i ca Dom ni cana

and to diplomatic representatives of the Dom ni can Republic in your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 June 1991



