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Servicio Secreto, Secret Service,

from | eaving the building.

The det ai nees, al

organi zations, reportedly left Hait
Ammesty I nternationa
i n Daj abon coul d be at
under the present circunstances,

mlitary.

forcibly returned.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

and the occupants have been prevented

of whom are nmenbers of popul ar and peasant grassroots
in order to escape persecution by the
believes that the 23 Haitians being held

risk of serious human rights violations in Hait

and that as a result they should not be

The denocratically-elected Haitian governnent of President Jean-Betrand
Aristide, who took office on 7 February 1991, was overthrown by troops in a

coup on Monday 30 Septenber.

Since then Amesty Internationa

has | ear ned

of wi despread human rights violations conmmtted by the security forces,

i ncluding a | arge nunber of extrajudicia
arrests w thout warrant.

executions, beatings and nmass
Many of the victins have included | eaders of

grassroots organi zations or supporters of President Aristide.



The United Nations Commi ssion on Human Rights said they are concerned that
Domi ni can Republic nay close the borders. |In addition, there have been
reports that, since the coup in Haiti, Haitian asylum seekers have entered
t he Dom ni can Republic and, given the w despread human rights violations
taking place in Haiti in the aftermath of the coup, it seens likely that
nore may do so
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Since June 1991 thousands of Haitians have been deported fromthe Dom ni can
Republic, following a presidential decree ordering the deportation of al
foreigners in the Doninican Republic under the age of 16 or over 60 who

wor ked in the sugar cane industry.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:
- urging that the 24 Haitians not be forcibly returned to Haiti;

- urging that they be treated in accordance with international human rights
standards, particularly those dealing with the protection of refugees and
asyl um seekers;

- rem nding the Dom ni can Republic authorities that the internationally
recogni zed principle of non-refoul ement, set out in the 1951 Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees and to which the Dominican Republic is a
party, obliges states not to forcibly return any person to a country where
they risk serious human rights violations;

- urging that all Haitian asylum seekers who nay at present be in the
Dom ni can Republic, or who may cross into the Domi nican Republic in the
future, be treated in accordance with international human rights standards,
i ncl udi ng being given access to a fair and inpartial procedure for

exam ning their asylumclains and that, in any event, no person at risk of
serious human rights violations should be returned to Haiti.

APPEALS TO

1) President
Dr. Joaquin Bal aguer Su Excel enci a

Presi dente de | a Republica Your Excell ency
Pal aci o Naci ona

Sant o Dom ngo

DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C

Tel egrans: Presidente Bal aguer, Santo Dom ngo, Domi nican Republic
Tel exes: 202 0011 secpres

2) Arny Chief of Staff

Jefe de Estado Mayor del Ejército Sefior Teni ente Genera
Avda. 27 de Febrero Dear Lieutenant Genera
Pl aza | ndependenci a

Sant o Domi ngo

DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C




Tel egrams: Jefe del Ejercito, Santo Domi ngo, Doninican Republic

COPI ES TO

Sefior es Di rector

Pastoral Haitiana El Naci ona

Call e Rodriguez bhjio, 13 Avda San Martin 236
Sant o Domi ngo Sant o Dom ngo
DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C

and to diplomatic representatives of the Dom ni can Republic in your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 Decenber 1991



