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UA 168/ 02 Death Threats/Fear for safety 5 June 2002

ECUADOR Luis Villacis Ml donado, nenber of Parlianent and
Presidential candidate for the Denocratic Popul ar
novenent ( MPD)

Stalin Vargas Meza, MPD nenber of Parlianent
Qustavo Teran Acosta, MPD national representative
Cro Quzman Al daz, MPD national representative

Seni or nenbers of the opposition party Myvimento Popul ar Denocratico
(MPD), Denocratic Popul ar Movenent, are receiving deaths threats, and
Ammesty International believes they are in danger. The party has been very
critical of the governnent, and two of its parlianmentarians were shot dead
in 1999 in uncl ear circunstances.

MPD nenber of parlianment Stalin Vargas Meza received an anonynous phone
call on 20 May froma nman who said: “Stalin son of a bitch, we are going to
kill you.” ("Stalin hijo de puta te vanos a matar"). The call was
reportedly nade froma public tel ephone box in an office building in the
capital, Qito.

MPD national representative Cro Quzman Al daz received an anonynous phone
call the sane day, in which he was told: "You are going to die, nother
fucker" ("... se van a norir, chucha de su nadre"). Later that day he
received two nore phone calls, in which the caller did not speak at all

The phone calls were allegedly nmade froma conpany in Quito. An enpl oyee of
t he conpany deni ed that anyone had used the phone to call Cro Guznan.

MPD nenber of parlianent Luis Villacis Ml donado, who will be running for
President in three nonths' tinme, has received sinilar phone calls, as has
MPD national representative Qustavo Teran Acosta. The calls to both nen
were reportedly nade fromthe sane tel ephone.

The four MPD nenbers sent a letter to the Mnistry of Interior reporting
these threats on 28 May. They have not yet received any response.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The MPD is an outspoken critic of the current government, which it accuses
of corruption and econonic policies which have led to increased poverty in
the country.

The death threats described above have taken place in the run-up to the

el ections for President, due to take place in Septenber. They appear to be
part of a pattern of intimdation and threats agai nst human rights

organi zations, civil society |leaders and critics of the governnent. This
appears to have started in July 2001, when a group called Legi 6n Bl anca
started an e-nmail canpaign of intimdation and threats (see UA 189/01, AMR
28/ 017/ 2001, 26 July, and follow up, AMR 28/018/01, 2 August). The first e-
mai | sent by the group naned Luis Villacis and accused himand other trade
uni oni sts and nmenbers of left-wing political parties of being “crimnals”
and serving Cuban interests.

MPD parlianmentari ans Jai ne Hurtado Gonzal ez and Pabl o Vicente Tapi a
Fari nango were shot dead near the National Congress in Quito on 17 February
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1999, together with another man, Wellington Borja Nazareno. The gunnan
reportedly escaped in a waiting vehicle.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
i n Spani sh, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the people naned above;

- asking the authorities to do everything necessary to protect them so
they can continue their legitimate activities in safety;

- calling for an immediate investigation into the alleged death threats,
the findings made public and those responsi ble brought to justice.

APPEALS TO Pl ease note that it can be difficult getting through to fax
nunbers in Ecuador. Please be patient and keep trying. |If a voice answers,
ask "Por favor, ne puede dar tono de fax."

Mnister of the Interior and Police

Dr. Juan Manrique Martinez

M nisterio de Gobierno y Policia

Benal cazar y Espejo

Quito

ECUADOR

Fax: + 593 258 3966

Tel egram M ni sterio de Gobi erno, Qito, Ecuador
Sal ut ation: Sefior M nistro/ Dear M nister

Congr essi onal Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on
Dr. Bolivar Sanchez Ri badeneira
Presidente de | a Com si 6n Especi al i zada
Per manent e de Der echos Humanos

del H Congreso Naci ona

Luis Sad y Sodiro

Edifici 6n Dani el Cadena, 1° Piso, oficina 108
Quito

Ecuador

Fax: + 593 2 2504 295

Sal ut ation: Sefior Presidente

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Organi zation

Centro de Docunentaci 6n en Derechos Hunanos
"Segundo Montes Mozo S.J."

Ni col as Ji ménez, 5° piso, E 4, 223

Av. 12 de Cctubre

Qui to, Ecuador

and to diplomatic representatives of Ecuador accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



