EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 29/08/96

UA 176/ 96 Fear for safety 10 July 1996
EL SALVADOR Franci sco Elias Val encia, newspaper editor
Monsi gnor Gregori o Rosa Chavez, Auxiliary Bishop of San
Sal vador,

Franci sco Roberto Lima, |awyer and opposition politician
Jorge Zedan, television station proprietor

Mauri ci o Funes, newspaper director

Kiria Wal do Sal gado, opposition politician,

Robert o Castaneda, radio station proprietor

Facundo Guardo, opposition politician,

Gerson Martinez, opposition politician,

Ri cardo Navarro, director of environnental organization,
Victoria Marina Vel d&squez de Avil és, National Human

Ri ghts Procurator,

Rodol fo Cardenal, Vice Rector of Social Planning,

Cent roanerican University,

Edgar Pal aci os, Coordi nator of the Pernmanent Commi ssion
for National Debate (Comité Permanente para el Debate
Naci onal ),

Medar do Gdnez, Lutheran bi shop

Carlos Avil és, narcotics expert

Ammesty International is seriously concerned for the safety of a group of
peopl e naned in a comuni qué whi ch appeared in the daily Sal vadorean
newspaper El Diario de Hoy, in |late June, signed by a new y-forned

cl andestine group calling itself the Fuerza Nacionalista Roberto

d' Aubui sson (FURODA), Roberto d' Aubui sson Nationalist Force

The group, naned after the now deceased founder of the ARENA party which is
currently in power, threatened several public figures, anong themthe
editor of the newspaper Diario Latino, Francisco Elias Val encia, Mnsignor
Gregorio Rosa Chavez, Auxiliary Bishop of San Sal vador, and Franci sco
Roberto Lima, forner candidate for the vice-presidency for the Frente

Far abundo Marti para | a Liberaci édn Nacional (FM.N), Farbundo Marti Nationa
Li beration Front. The statement refers to themas "worns" (gusanos) and
warns "your days are nunbered" (sus dias estan contados)... "W are warning
you that fromnow on we have prepared the conditions to inflict exenplary
puni shment on those who attenpt to interfere with the denocratic process in
El Sal vador" (Querenps decirles, que desde este nonmento henpbs preparado
condi ci ones para dar un escarmento ejenplar a | os que pretenden hacer
abortar el proceso denocréatico sal vadorefio). Many of those naned in the
conmuni qué have publicly expressed their comitment to human rights and
denocr acy.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

El Sal vador is enmerging fromof an arnmed conflict which |asted from 1980
until 1992. During that period the activities of death squads was of great
concern to Ammesty International (for nore information, see Peace Wthout
Justice, AMR 29/12/93) as they were responsible for the deaths of hundreds
of people. Although there have been inportant inprovenents since the end
of the war, the continued existence of these clandestine armed groups is
still of concern (see UA 427/93, AMR 29/21/93, and UA 243/94, AMR

29/ 11/94). Throughout 1995, Anmesty International received further reports
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of harassnent and threats agai nst nenbers of non-governnental organizations
by such groups.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing serious concern for the safety of Francisco Elias Val enci a,
Gregorio Rosa Chavez and Franci sco Roberto Linmm, and others naned by FURODA
inits statenment published in EIl Diario de Hoy;

- calling for immediate and effective neasures to ensure their protection,
including a full investigation of the threats, in order to bring those
responsi ble to justice.

APPEALS TO

President of El Sal vador

Dr. Armando Cal dero6n So

Presi dente de | a Republica de El Sal vador

Casa Presidencia

San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Tel egrans: Presidente Calderdn, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Tel exes: 20245 RS SAL; 20522 PRESS SAL

Faxes: +503 271 0950

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente / Dear President

Mnister of the Interior

Lic. Mario Acosta Certel

M nistro del Interior

M nisterio del Interior

Centro de Gobhierno

San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Tel egrans: Mnistro Interior, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Faxes: +503 271 2484

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Procurator for Human Ri ghts

Dra. Victoria Marina Vel asquez de Avil és
Procuradora para | a Defensa de | os

Der echos Humanos de El Sal vador
9a. Avenida Nte. y Calle Poniente
Edificio Armsa No. 535, San Sal vador

El Sal vador

Newspaper s

Sr. Jefe de Redacci 6n

La Prensa G afica

3a. Calle Poniente No. 130
San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Sr. Jefe de Redacci 6n
Diario Latino

23 Av. Sur No. 225
Apartado Postal 96,



San Sal vador, El Sal vador

and to diplomatic representatives of El Sal vador accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 21 August 1996.



