PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 37/010/2002

UA 26/02 Fear for safety 25 January 2002

HONDURAS Dr Leo Valladares Lanza (n), National Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts
Soni a Marlina Dubén (f), Deputy Conmm ssioner

The National Commi ssioner for Human Rights in Honduras, Dr Leo Vall adares
Lanza, and the Deputy Comr ssioner, Sonia Marlina Dubdén, have received
anonynous tel ephone death threats. The threats are thought to be linked to
the fact that the Conm ssioner has wi de powers to investigate officia
corruption, and is also involved in the appoi ntnent of the Suprene Court.

The Suprenme Court and the judicial systemare w dely perceived as the npst
corrupt institution in the country. A new system for appointing the Suprene
Court’s 15 judges was recently introduced, which was intended to end this
apparent corruption. Under the new system a Noninating Board (Junta

Nom nadora) draws up a shortlist of 45 candidates, fromwhich the
parliament, the National Congress (Congreso Nacional) chooses the final 15,
who sit on the Supreme Court for seven years.

Sonia Marlina Dub6n was one of a shortlist of candidates for appointnent to
the Suprenme Court. Dr Vall adares was one of the seven-nenber Nom nating
Board which drew up the shortlist, from 169 applicants. On 22 January one
of the rejected applicants appealed to the Supreme Court, which ruled in
his favour within hours: the list was nullified, and the Board was

di ssol ved.

Thi s deci sion has caused di smay anpbng hunman ri ghts organi sations and

busi ness groups, as it appears to confirmthe w despread perception of the
Court and the judicial systemas corrupt. The Court was to have been

appoi nted by 26 January. The new president, Ricardo Maduro, takes office
the foll owi ng day.

On 21 January Dr Vall adares published a report on the right to information
and freedom of expression in Honduras (called the Prinmer inforne sobre e
derecho a la informacién y la libertad de expresi 6n en Honduras) which
points to the high I evel of control exerted by the governnent and econonic
interests on journalists and the nedia.

In June 1998, Hurricane Mtch left hundreds of thousands honel ess and
destroyed nmuch of the country’s infrastructure. Dr Vall adares accused the
government of corruption in its nmanagenent of the foreign aid intended to
hel p the survivors. The governnent responded by attenpting to limt his
powers and reduce his period in office, but backed down after an

i nternational outcry.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in Spani sh, English or your own |anguage:

- expressing serious concern about reports that Dr Leo Vall adares, Nationa
Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights and his Deputy Sonia Marlina Dubdon have

recei ved death threats;

- calling for an i mredi ate, inpartial and thorough investigation into these
threats and for those responsible to be brought to justice;



- calling for imedi ate and effective neasures to ensure their protection
in order to enable themto carry out their activities without fear for
their safety.

APPEALS TO

Until 26 January:

Presi dent

S.E. Carlos Roberto Flores Facussé
Presidente de | a Republica de Honduras
Casa Presidencia

Boul evard Juan Pabl o Segundo

Pal aci o José Cecilio del Valle
Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Tel egrams: Presidente, Tegucigal pa, Honduras
Fax: + 504 234 1484

Salutation: Sr. Presidente/Dear President

From 27 January onwards

S.E. Ricardo Maduro
Presidente de | a Republica de Honduras
[ address as above]

Attorney Genera

Dr. Roy Edmundo Medi na

Fi scal General de |a Republica

Fiscalia General, Mnisterio Publico

Edificio Castillo Poujol, 4a Avda,

Col onia Pal mira, Boul evard Mrazan

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Tel egrams: Fiscal CGeneral, Tegucigal pa, Honduras
Fax: + 504 221 5667

Salutation: Sr. Fiscal General/Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO

National Human Ri ghts Organi zation
Coor di nadora Naci onal contra la I nmpuni dad
Apartado Postal 1243

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Oficina del Com sionado Nacional de Proteccioén
de | os Derechos Humanos ( CONADEH)

Avda. La Paz No. 2444

Contiguo a Galerias La Paz

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Fax: +504 221 0536

Sal ut ati on: Dear Conm ssioner/Sr. Com sionado

and to diplomatic representatives of Honduras accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 March 2002.



