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MEDI CAL LETTER- WRI TI NG ACTI ON

Rubén OROPEZA Hurt ado

MEXI CO
Keywor ds:
Thene: ill-treatnent/ nedical care/torture.
Summar y

Rubén Oropeza Hurtado, a 39 year-old innate of La Mesa State Penitentiary,
sustained a conplicated diaphragmatic hernia allegedly as a result of
torture by agents of the Federal Judicial Police. He is described as being
in a delicate state and there are fears that post-operative nedical care in
Tijuana will not be adequate. Al is urging the investigation of the
torture allegations and that the prisoner be provided with necessary
nmedi cal care as a matter of urgency.

Recommended Acti ons
Pl ease send courteously worded appeals, preferably in Spanish:

- expressing serious concern that Rubén Oropeza's current nedical condition
may be a result of torture by nenbers of the Federal Judicial Police;

- urging that a full and inpartial investigation be inmediately carried out
into allegations that he was tortured following his arrest and that those
responsi bl e be held accountabl e under the | aw,

- acknow edging the fact that menmbers of the National Commission for Human
Ri ghts have recently visited Tijuana in order to look into allegations of
torture against prisoners held in La Mesa State Penitentiary and to arrange
for nedical attention for Rubén Oropeza;

- expressing concern that despite the efforts of the National Conm ssion
for Human Rights and local authorities, nedical facilities currently
available for the patient are said to be insufficient and urging that
proper nedical care for Rubén Oropeza be inmediately provided;

Addresses [ See next page]



Addr esses

President Carlos Salinas de Gortari
Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Naci ona

Méxi co DF

Lic. Ernesto Ruffo Appel

Gober nador del Estado de Baja
California del Norte

Casa de Gobi erno

Mexi cal

California del Norte, MEXI CO

Dr. Jorge Carpizo

Tel exes:

Tel egr ans:
MEXi co

Presi dente Salinas
DF, Mexico

170973 SPPNME 06067

1774468 SPPNME MEXI CO

Faxes:

+52 (5)
+52 (5)

27 11 764
51 08 713

Tel egrams: Gobernador Ruffo
Mexi cal

Baj
MEXI CO
Tel exes:

Presi dente Comi si 6n Naci onal de Derechos Humanos

Constituyentes 161, septino piso
Col . San M guel Chapultepec
11850 Méxi co DF

MEXI CO

Mayor de Caballeria
M guel Pérez Boulirat
Director

Penitenciaria Estatal de Baja California

Avda "C' No. 140
La Mesa CP 22450

Ti j uana

Baja California del Norte
VEXI CO

COPI ES TO

Sres.

Comi si 6n Mexi cana de Defensa y Pronoci 6n

de | os Derechos Humanos
Apartado Postal 5-170
CP 06500 Meéxico DF

MEXI CO

Sres.

Centro Bi-Nacional de Derechos Humanos A. C.

Apartado Postal 848
Ti juana BC 22000
MEXI CO

Sres.

Cruz Roja Mexicana

Del egaci 6n Ti j uana

Av. Plutarco Elias Calles No. 500
Ti juana BC

VEXI CO

a California Norte

566710 GETUME Baj a



EXTERNAL

Al | ndex: AWMR 41/07/90
Distrib : PESC

Date: 21 August 1990

MEDI CAL CONCERN

Rubén OROPEZA Hurt ado
MEXI CO

Ammesty International has received reports that Rubén O opeza Hurtado, a
39-year-old inmate of La Mesa State Penitentiary in Tijuana, in the state
of Baja California del Norte, is in a critical post-operative condition
after a mmjor resection of the gut by doctors of the Mexican Red Cross
del egati on.

Rubén Oropeza, who has been hospitalized since 14 July 1990, was
arrested without warrant and all egedly beaten and tortured three nonths ago
by agents of the Policia Judicial Federal (PJF - Federal Judicial Police)
in Tijuana. According to reports fromlocal human rights organizations, he
was falsely inprisoned on drug charges.

Oropeza declared that he received very forceful kicks and blows to the
abdonen from agents of the PJF after his arrest. According to doctors, he
devel oped a di aphragmatic hernia as a result of blows to the abdonen. He
was admitted to the local Red Cross Clinic on 14 July 1990, presenting
acute abdomi nal pain and respiratory distress with a diagnosis of an acute
surgi cal abdonen and underwent surgery the sanme day.

Menbers of the Comisién Nacional de Derechos Humanos (Nationa
Conmi ssion for Human Rights), set up in June by President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari, recently visited Tijuana followi ng allegations of torture by many
of the inmates, nore than 60 of whom recently declared a hunger-strike
protesting that they had been tortured following their arrest by nenbers of
the PJF and illegally inprisoned. They al so exanined the case of Rubén
Oropeza and made provisions for himto receive energency treatment. Reports
i ndicate, however, that nedical facilities in Tijuana are not optimal for
t he adequate post-operative care of a case of this nature.

Surgical findings and treatnent:

Exam nation revealed a conplicated diaphragmatic hernia secondary to
traumatic rupture of diaphragmwith total necrosis of the small intestine
and part of the large intestine, including ascending, transverse and half
of the descending colon; total collapse of the left lung and collection of
purul ent material in the | eft hem thorax.

Surgery included the following : right hemicolectony including
proxi mal hal f of descending colon; total resection of the small intestine;
cl osure of diaphragmatic defect; tenporary duodenostony and nucosa
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fistulae of ascending colon; cleaning and drainage of cavities. A left
pl eural drainage outlet was connect ed.

Post -surgical evolution and prognosis were described as "bad" and
"reserved" respectively.

Oropeza is currently in the intensive care unit of the | ocal Red Cross
clinic and is receiving total parenteral feeding. H's condition is
described as delicate and prognosis is reserved. He renmmins in a critica
state.



