
On  16  Ju ly  2007,  t housands  o f  
peop le  marched  t owa rds  t he 
Gue lague tza  Aud i t o r i um i n  o rde r  t o  
ce leb ra te  t he  " Gue lague tza  
Popu la r " ,  an  even t  o rgan i zed  by 
t he  l o ca l  oppos i t i on  movemen t ,  t he 
Popu la r  Assemb ly  o f  t he  Peop le  o f  
Oaxaca  ( Asamb lea  Popu la r  de  l o s  
Pueb los  de  Oaxaca ,  APPO) ,  i n  
oppos i t i on  t o  t he  “ o f f i c i a l ”  
Gue lague tza ,  an  even t  ce leb ra t i ng 
t r ad i t i ona l  i nd igenous  cu l t u res 
o rgan i sed  by  t he  s ta te  gove rnmen t .  
Po l i ce ,  unde r  t he  command  o f  t he  
Oaxaca  Sta te  Sec re ta ry  f o r  Pub l i c  
Secu r i t y  and  t he  head  o f  po l i ce ,  
b locked  t he  pa th  o f  p ro tes te r s .  
V io lence  b roke  as  some 
demons t ra to r s  and  po l i ce  t h rew 
s tones  a t  each  o the r .  V isua l  
ev idence  i nd i ca tes  t ha t  du r i ng  t he 
c lashes  po l i ce  des t royed  veh i c l es ,  
t h rew  r ocks ,  and  used  ba tons  and 
t ea rgas  i nd i sc r im ina te l y ,  and  t ha t  
demons t ra to r s  damaged  shops ,  two 
ho te l s  and  va r i ous  ca rs .  Some 
j ou rna l i s t s ,  sco res  o f  p ro tes te r s  
and  passe rs - by  were  i n j u red ,  as 
we l l  as  a t  l eas t  15  po l i ce  
o f f i ce r s .  More t han  40 peop le  were 
a r res ted ,  i n c l ud ing  f ou r  young 
women and s i x  mino rs .  

The  s to r i es  o f  i l l - t r ea tmen t  o f  
t hose  de ta i ned  on  16  Ju l y  a re 
ha r row ing .  Mos t  o f  t he  more  t han 
40  de ta inees  were  r epo r ted l y  i l l -
t r ea ted  by  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  du r i ng 
t he i r  de ten t i on .  A r e l a t i ve  o f  43 
yea r - o ld  Emeter io  Cruz ,  p lumber  
and  f a the r  o f  f ou r  ch i l d ren ,  t o l d  
Sec re ta r y  Gene ra l  o f  Amnes ty  
I n t e rna t i ona l  du r i ng  a  v i s i t  t o  
Oaxaca  on 31 Ju l y  2007 t ha t  on 16 
Ju l y  2007  he  was  a r res ted  by 
mun ic i pa l  and  s ta te  po l i ce  and 
wh i l e  i n  cus tody  he was h i t  on t he  
head  and  bad l y  bea ten  by  po l i ce  
o f f i ce r s  caus ing  h im  a  b ra in  
haemor rhage and a f r ac tu red  sku l l ,  
i n j u r i es  a l l  ove r  h i s  body  and 
l eav ing  h im i n  coma f o r  more  t han 

two  weeks .  Acco rd ing  t o  r epo r t s  
and  i ndependen t  med ica l  
exam ina t i ons ,  c i ga re t t e  bu rns  were 
i den t i f i ed  on  Emete r i o  Cruz ’ s  
back ,  wh ich  may  have  been  t he 
r esu l t  o f  t o r t u re  wh i l e  i n  
cus tody .  The  Sta te  gove rnmen t  
p rov ided  f i nanc ia l  ass i s t ance  t o  
cove r  immed ia te  med ica l  cos t s  and 
med ica l ,  psycho log i ca l  and 
phys io the rapy  suppo r t .  Howeve r ,  
Emete r i o  Cruz ’ s  l e f t  eye  con t i nues 
t o  be  a f f ec ted ,  t he  r i gh t  s i de  o f  
h i s  body  r ema ins  pa r t i a l l y  
un respons i ve  and  he  has  l o s t  much 
o f  h i s  memory .  He i s  s t i l l  deep l y  
psycho log i ca l l y  a f f ec ted .  Emete r i o  
Cruz  was  cha rged  wi th  a rson  and 
c r im ina l  damages  ( daños  y  daños  
po r  i n cend io )  and  on  Janua ry  2008 
cha rges  aga ins t  h im  were  d ropped 
( des i s t im ien to  de  l a  acc ión  
pena l ) .  

Emete r i o  Cruz ’ s  case  i s  no t  t he  
on l y  one .  Those  de ta ined  on  t ha t  
da te  su f f e red  bea t i ngs ,  t h rea t s  
and  i n su l t s .  Po l i ce  f o r ced  many 
de ta inees  t o  have  t he i r  heads 
shaved  wh i l e  be ing  he ld  on  t he 
g round .  Some  o f  t he  women 
de ta inees  a l so  r epo r ted  su f f e r i ng 
i ndecen t  assau l t s .  At  l eas t  f ou r  
de ta inees  were  hosp i t a l i zed  f o r  
seve ra l  days  t o  r ece i ve 
spec ia l i zed  med ica l  a t t en t i on .  
Twen ty  seven  yea r - o ld  t eache r  
Raymundo  Tor res was  l e f t  
unconsc ious  f o r  a lmos t  an  hou r  as 
a  consequence  o f  t he  seve re 
bea t i ng  by  po l i ce  du r i ng  h i s  
de ten t i on .  The  head  wounds  he 
r ece i ved  r equ i red  13  s t i t ches  and 
he  was  kep t  i n  hosp i t a l  f o r  more 
t han  15  days .  F i f t y - f i ve  yea r - o ld  
t eache r  E l ie l  Gonzá lez  l o s t  
consc iousness  f o r  seve ra l  minu tes 
a f t e r  be ing  b l i nd fo l ded  and  bad l y  
bea ten  a round  t he  head  and  a l l  
ove r  h i s  body  by  po l i ce  and  was 
kep t  i n  hosp i t a l  f o r  a lmos t  two 
weeks .  Fo r t y - n ine  yea r - o ld  Jorge 
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Lu is  Mar t ínez,  a  p r ima ry  schoo l  
t eache r ,  a l so  t o l d  t he  Sec re ta r y  
Gene ra l  o f  Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  
t ha t  on  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  16  Ju l y  
he  was  t r ave l l i ng  i n  a  p r i va te  
veh i c l e  wi th  f am i l y  members  and 
f r i ends when  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  
s topped  t he  ca r ,  d ragged  h im  ou t  
and bea t  h im a l l  ove r  h i s  body and 
j umped on h i s  back .  He was kep t  i n  
hosp i t a l  f o r  one  week  and  had 
su rge ry  on h i s  l e f t - hand .   

A l l  t he  16 Ju l y  de ta i nees  have now 
been  r e l eased  and  cha rges  aga ins t  
t hem have  been  d ropped .  On ly  two 
mino rs  con t i nue  t o  f ace 
p roceed ings  i n  t he  j u ven i l e  
cou r t s .  

Howeve r ,  t he  i n ves t i ga t i on  i n t o  
Emete r i o  Cruz ’ s  de ten t i on  was  t he 
on l y  c r im ina l  i n ves t i ga t i on  opened 
i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t he  human  r i gh t s  
v i o l a t i ons  commi t t ed  on  16  Ju l y .  
On 5  Sep tember ,  a f t e r  de lega t i ons 
o f  Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  and  t he 
I n t e r  Amer i can  Commiss ion  on Human 
Righ t s  ca l l ed  f o r  impa r t i a l  
i n ves t i ga t i ons ,  f i ve  po l i ce  
o f f i ce r s  ( t h ree  mun ic i pa l  and  two 
s ta te  o f f i ce r s )  were  commi t t ed  f o r  
t r i a l  on  cha rges  o f  bod i l y  ha rm 
( l e s i ones  pe rsona les )  and abuse o f  
power  ( abuso  de  au to r i dad) .  They 
r ema in i n  cus tody pend ing t r i a l .   

Desp i t e  t he  c r im ina l  i n ves t i ga t i on 
aga ins t  t he  f i ve  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  
i n vo l ved  i n  Emete r i o  Cruz ’ s  
de ten t i on  and an enqu i r y  opened by 
t he  Oaxaca  Sta te  Human  Righ t s  
Commiss ion ,  Amnes t y  I n t e rna t i ona l  
i s  no t  aware  o f  any  o the r  
subs tan t i a l  c r im ina l  
i n ves t i ga t i ons  i n t o  t he  w ide  r ange 
o f  human  v io l a t i ons  commi t t ed  on 
16  Ju l y  2007 .  Sen io r  s ta te  
o f f i c i a l s  who o rde red  and d i r ec ted 
t he  po l i ce  ope ra t i on  have  no t  

appa ren t l y  been he ld  t o  accoun t  o r  
even an i n t e rna l  po l i ce  enqu i r y  t o  
imp rove  methods  o f  dea l i ng  wi th  
pub l i c  o rde r  d i s tu rbances .  On ly  
Emete r i o  Cruz  has  r ece i ved  some 
ass i s tance  f o r  t he  i n j u r i es  he 
su f f e red  and  no  v i c t im  has 
o f f i c i a l l y  r ece i ved r ed ress .

Background i n fo rmat ion

I n  May 2006  t he  t eache rs  un ion  i n  
Oaxaca  Sta te ,  Sec t i on  22  o f  t he 
Na t i ona l  Teache rs  Un ion ,  ca l l ed  a 
s t r i ke  i n  suppo r t  o f  annua l  
nego t i a t i ons  on  pay  and 
cond i t i ons .  On  14  June  2006 
f o l l ow ing  i n c reas ing  t ens i on  and 
p ressu re  on  t eache rs  t o  r e t u rn  t o  
work ,  700  s ta te  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  
a t t emp ted  t o  r emove  t hem f r om t he 
c i t y  cen t re .  Dur ing  t he  ope ra t i on  
t he re  were  widesp read  r epo r t s  o f  
use o f  excess i ve  f o r ce  and seve ra l  
a rb i t r a r y  de ten t i ons  o f  un ion 
l eade rs .  I n  r esponse ,  APPO  was 
f o rmed t o  suppo r t  t he  t eache rs .  I n  
Ju l y  and  Augus t  on  a t  l eas t  t h ree 
occas ions ,  a rmed  men ,  i n c l ud ing 
s ta te  po l i ce ,  r epo r t ed l y  f i r ed  on 
una rmed demons t ra to r s  occupy ing  TV 
and  r ad io  s ta t i ons .  Throughou t  
Sep tember  and  Oc tobe r  more  t han 
1800  ba r r i cades  and  con t i nu ing 
demons t ra t i ons  pa ra l ysed  Oaxaca 
Ci t y .  On 27 Oc tobe r  2006 ,  a t  l eas t  
f ou r  peop le  were  k i l l ed  and  many 
more  se r i ous l y  wounded  i n  v i o l en t  
con f ron ta t i ons  a t  ba r r i cades .  On 
25  November ,  t he re  were  v io l en t  
c l ashes  be tween  s ta te  and  f ede ra l  
po l i ce  and  some  demons t ra to r s  
r esu l t i ng  i n  se r i ous  damage  t o  
pub l i c  bu i l d i ngs  and  149  a r res t s .  
Many  were  he ld  i n commun icado  and 
i l l - t r ea ted  o r  t o r t u red .  More 
i n f o rma t i on  i n  “MEXICO:  Oaxaca :  
C lamour  f o r  Jus t i ce ”  (A I  I ndex :  
AMR 41 /031 /2007 ) .

TAKE ACTION!

Wri te  to  the  Mex ican  au thor i t i es  and  the  Mex ican  Embassy  i n  your 
count ry :
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-  exp ress ing  conce rn  a t  t he  t o r t u re  and i l l - t r ea tmen t  o f  Emete r i o  Cruz ,  
Raymundo  To r res ,  Jo rge  Lu i s  Mar t í nez ,  E l i e l  Gonzá lez ,  t he  i nhuman and 
deg rad ing  t r ea tmen t  o f  o the r  de ta i nees  and t he  i nd i sc r im ina te  na tu re  o f  
a r res t s  and t he excess i ve f o r ce used by po l i ce  aga ins t  demons t ra to r s  and 
de ta inees ;
-  r ecogn i z i ng  t he re  have  been  advances  i n  t he  i n ves t i ga t i on  i n t o  t he  
human r i gh t s  abuses commi t t ed aga ins t  Emete r i o  Cruz . ;  howeve r ,  r em ind ing 
t he  au tho r i t i es  t ha t  t he re  a re  s t i l l  ma jo r  s teps  needed t o  comp ly  wi th  
t he  ob l i ga t i on  t o  i n ves t i ga te  and t o  b r i ng  t hose r espons ib l e  t o  j u s t i ce  
f o r  t he  human r i gh t s  v i o l a t i ons commi t t ed on 16 Ju l y  2007 ,  i n c l ud ing t he  
t o r t u re  and  i l l - t r ea tmen t  o f  Emete r i o  Cruz ,  Raymundo  Tor res ,  E l i e l  
Gonza lez  and Jo rge  Lu i s  Mar t í nez ,  and t he  c rue l ,  i nhuman and deg rad ing 
t r ea tmen t  o f  o the r  de ta i nees ,  f o r  t he  r esu l t s  t o  be made pub l i c  and f o r  
a l l  t he v i c t ims t o  r ece i ve r ed ress ;  
-  ca l l i ng  f o r  a  f u l l ,  p romp t  and  impa r t i a l  i n ves t i ga t i on  i n t o  t he  
r espons ib i l i t y  o f  sen io r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  cha rge o f  t he  po l i ce  ope ra t i on  o f  
16 Ju l y  2007 t ha t  r esu l t ed i n  se r i ous human r i gh t s  v i o l a t i ons ;
-  ca l l i ng  f o r  a  f u l l ,  p romp t  and  impa r t i a l  i n ves t i ga t i on  i n t o  t he  
f a i l u re  t o  p reven t  and  pun i sh  t he  human  r i gh t s  v i o la t i ons  t ha t  t ook  
p lace  du r i ng  t he  16  o f  Ju l y  po l i ce  ope ra t i on ,  and  t o  make  pub l i c  t he  
measu res  t he  au tho r i t i es  a re  t ak i ng  t o  p reven t  r epe t i t i on  o f  s im i l a r  
abuses ;
-  r ecogn i se  t he  ob l i ga t i on  o f  t he  au tho r i t i es  t o  gua ran tee pub l i c  o rde r  
and  s t r i c t l y  ca r r y  ou t  po l i c i ng  ope ra t i ons  i n  acco rdance  wi th  
i n t e rna t i ona l  human r i gh t s  s tanda rds ,  such as t he  Un i t ed Na t i ons Code o f  
Conduc t  f o r  Law En fo rcemen t  Of f i c i a l s .  

Please send appea ls to

Min is te r  of  the  I n te r io r :  L i c .  Juan Cami l o  Mour i ño  Te r razo,  Sec re ta r i o  
de Gobernac ión ,  Sec re ta r í a  de Gobernac ión ,  Buca re l i  99 ,  1e r .  P iso ,  Co l .  
Juá rez ,  De l .  Cuauh témoc ,  Méx i co  D.F . ,  C.P .  06600 ,  MEXICO,  Fax :  + 52 55 
5093  3414,  Emai l :  sec re ta r i o@segob .gob .mx,  Sa lu ta t ion :  Dear  
Min i s te r /Seño r  Sec re ta r i o .  
Federa l  At to rney  Genera l :  L i c .  Edua rdo  Med ina - Mora  I caza ,  Procu rado r  
Gene ra l  de l a  Repúb l i ca ,   Procu radu r ía  Gene ra l  de l a  Repúb l i ca ,  Paseo de 
l a  Re fo rma nº  211 - 213 ,  P iso 16 ,  Co l .  Cuauh témoc ,  De l .  Cuauh témoc ,  Méx i co 
D.F . ,  C.P .  06500 ,  MEXICO,  Fax :  +52  55  5346  0908,  Emai l :  
o fp roc@pgr .gob .mx,  Sa lu ta t ion:  Seño r  Procu rado r  Gene ra l  /  Dear  At to rney 
Gene ra l .
Governor  of  Oaxaca:  L i c .  U l i ses  Ru iz  Or t i z ,  Gobe rnado r  de l  Es tado  de 
Oaxaca ,  Car re te ra  Oaxaca -  Pue r to  Ange l ,  Km. 9 .5 ,  San ta  Mar ía  Coyo topec ,  
C.P .  71254 ,  Oaxaca ,  Es tado  de Oaxaca ,  MEXICO,  Fax:  + 52 951 511 6879 ,  
Sa lu ta t ion :  Señor  Gobe rnado r /Dea r  Gove rno r .
Pres ident  of  the  Nat iona l  Human  Rights  Commiss ion:  Dr .  José  Lu i s  
Sobe ranes  Fe rnández ,  Pres iden te  de  l a  Comis ión  Nac iona l  de  Derechos 
Humanos (CNDH) ,  Per i f é r i co  Sur  3469 ,  5 º  p i so ,  Co l .  San Je rón imo L íd i ce ,  
Méx i co  D.F . ,  C.P .  10200 ,  MÉXICO,  Fax :  +  52  55  5681  7199 ,  E-mai l :  
co r reo@cndh .o rg  ,    Sa lu ta t ion :  Señor  Pres iden te /Dea r  Pres iden t .
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