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PANAMA Amesty Law to be debated in Legislative Assenbly

Begi nning on 2 March 1996, a third and crucial plenary session of the
Panamani an Legi sl ative Assenbly will debate the draft of an Ammesty Law
which, if passed, could lead to conplete inpunity for perpetrators of past
human rights violations. Amesty International fears that approval of this
| aw woul d represent a gross setback for justice and the future of human
rights in Panama by sending the nessage that human rights violations wll
go unpuni shed.

Many of those who woul d benefit fromthe Ammesty Law have been accused of
grave violations of human rights, including torture, ill-treatnment and
illegal detentions. Furthernmore, Article 9 of the Law would seek to
term nate, one week after the passing of the law, all current judicia
procedures agai nst alleged perpetrators of human rights viol ations.
Ammesty International considers that this would be an interference in the
work of the judiciary in violation of the United Nations Basic Principles
on the I ndependence of the Judiciary.

Panamani an non-governnental human rights organi zati ons and nenbers of the
church oppose the Amesty Law. They believe that its rejectionis
essential in order to tackle the levels of inmpunity currently enjoyed by
menbers of the security forces.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

For decades, but particularly around the tinme of the US invasion in 1989,
t here have been hunman rights violations in Panama, including extrajudicia
executions, torture, ill-treatnent, excessive use of force and arbitrary

arrests.

Despite the fact that the new governnent of President Ernesto Pérez
Bal | adares, which took office on 1 Septenber 1994, has decl ared on nunerous

occasions its comrtnent to human rights, the Amesty Law will be the third
nmeasure in two years to contribute towards the inpunity of human rights
violators. |In Septenber 1994 the President announced a pardon for 222

former officials and mlitary supporters of General Noriega, declaring that
they had been prosecuted for political reasons. On Septenber 1995 anot her
pardon was passed affecting 130 people.

Despite positive neasures taken by the present governnent to reform pena
codes, sone crimnal suspects in Panama are still denied basic due process
rights, such as habeas corpus, with sone held inconmmuni cado, denied nedica
care, and ill-treated.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the approval of the Ammesty Law will be contrary
to the governnment's conmitnment to human rights, by granting inmpunity to

vi ol ators of those rights;

- urging the governnment to nmake public, before 2 March 1996, a conplete
list of all cases which will be affected by the Amesty Law,

- calling for imedi ate steps to ensure that:
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a) imediate, thorough and inpartial investigations are carried out into
past human rights abuses, in order to bring those responsible to justice;
b) conpensation to victims and relatives of victims of human rights
violations is granted;

- expressing concern that the Amesty Law would interfere in the

i ndependence of the judiciary by halting all current proceedi ngs agai nst
al | eged perpetrators of human rights violations.

APPEALS TO

1) President of the Republic

S.E. Ernesto Pérez Ball adares

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Presi denci al

Valija 50, Panamd 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANANA
Tel egrans: Presi dente Bal | adares, Panama
Tel exes: 2770 PRESI PA PG

Faxes: + 507 2 27-0076

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente/Dear President

2) Mnister of Government and Justice

Sr. Raul Montenegro

M ni stro de Gobierno y Justicia

M ni steri o de Gobierno y Justicia

Apartado 1628, Panaméd 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANAMA

Tel egranms: M nistro de Gobierno y Justicia, Panama
Tel exes: 2746

Faxes: + 507 2 62-7877

Sal ut ati on: Sefior M ni stro/ Dear M ni ster

3) President of the Legislative Assenbly

Dr. Carlos R Alvarado A

Sefior Presidente de | a Asanbl ea Naci onal de Legi sl adores

Apartado 3346, Panamd 4, REPUBLI CA DE PANAMA

Tel egrans: Presidente de | a Asanbl ea Naci onal de Legi sl adores, Panama
Faxes: + 507 262-7304

Sal utation: Sefor President de |la Asanbl ea Legi sl atival/Dear Presidente of
the Legislative Assenbly

4) Attorney Genera

Lic. José Antonio Sossa

Procuradoe General de |la Naci6n

Procuraduria General de |a Nacién

Apartado 1080, Pananal, PANAMA

Tel egramns: Sr. Procurador General, Panama

Faxes: + 507 227 5249

Sal utation: Sefor Procurados/Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO

1) Human Rights Organi zation

Srs.

Centro de Investigaci 6n de | os Derechos Humanos y Socorro Juridico de
Panama

Apartado Postal 10215, Panana 4, PANANA

Faxes: +507 2 264 4549




2) Human Rights Organization

Sres.

Coor di nadora Popul ar de Derechos Humanos en Panama ( COPODEHUPA)
Apartado 1151, Zona 1

Aveni da Perd, calle 34, Panama 1, PANAMA

Faxes: +507 2 255 6153

3) Newspaper

Sres.

La Prensa

Apartado 6-4586

El Dorado, Panmd, PANAMA
Faxes: +507 2 21 7328

and to diplomatic representatives of Panama accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 March 1996.



