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21 April 1997

Further information on EXTRA 50/97 (AMR 44/01/97, 4 April 1997) - Fear of
refoulenent / Fear for safety

PANAMA Ref ugee peasant farnmers fromthe Uraba regi on of Col onbia

Ammesty I nternational condenns the Panamani an authorities’ decision to
forcibly return nore than 300 Col onmbi an refugees.

The refugees, mainly wonmren and sone 177 children, had fled to Panama to
escape the violence pervading their home regi on of north-west Col onbia.

Panamani an authorities did not fulfil their pledge to allow officials from
the United Nations Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to visit the
refugees and assess their condition and their willingness to return.
Instead, in coordination with Col onbian authorities, they began forcibly
returning the refugees on 18 April and continued the operation over the
weekend of 19/20 April.

According to reports, Colonbian Air Force helicopters were used to return
the refugees over the border to the area of Cupica and Bahia Sol ano, on

Col ombi a’s north-west Pacific coast, in the province of Chocd.
Representatives of neither the UNHCR nor the International Conmittee of the
Red Cross were allowed to see them before their renoval

There are reports that the Col onbi an governnment has guaranteed the
refugees’ safety. In a simlar incident |ast year (UA 278/96, AWVR 01/13/96,
28 Novenber 1996), 88 Col onbians were forcibly returned from Panama with
their safety supposedly guaranteed by the Col onbian authorities. However,

t he Col onbi an authorities were not able to provide adequate protection and
one of the group has, reportedly, since been nurdered. In the |ight of
this, together with north-west Col onbia’s endem ¢ viol ence, guarantees of
this type are neaningl ess.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/

airmail letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:
- condemmi ng the Panamani an authorities' decision to forcibly return the
ref ugees;

- calling on the authorities to halt further forced returns of refugees and
to abide by its international obligations on the non-refoul enent of

r ef ugees;

- urging the authorities to grant any present or future refugees on its
territory, fully effective and durabl e protection.

APPEALS TO

1) President of the Republic

S.E. Ernesto Pérez Ball adares

Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Presidenci al

Valija 50, Panamd 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANANMA
Tel egrans: Presidente Ball adares, Panama
Tel exes: 2770 PRESI PA PG

Faxes: + 507 2 27-6818

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente/Dear President




2) Mnister of Government and Justice

Sr. Raul Montenegro

M ni stro de Gobierno y Justicia

M ni steri o de Gobierno y Justicia

Apartado 1628, Panamd 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANAMA

Tel egranms: M nistro de Gobierno y Justicia, Panama
Tel exes: 2746

Faxes: + 507 2 12-0372

Sal utation: Sefior M nistro/Dear M nister

3) Mnister of Foreign Affairs

Dr. Ricardo Al berto Arias

M ni stro de Rel aci ones Exteriores

M ni sterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores

C. 34 Plaza Porras, Panama 4, REPUBLI CA DE PANAMA
Tel egrams: M nistro de rel aci ones Exteriores, Panama
Tel ex: 2771 EXTPAN PG

Faxes: + 507 2 11-0416

Sal ut ati on: Sefior M ni stro/ Dear M ni ster

COPI ES TO

1) Human Rights Organi zation

Srs Centro de Investigaci é6n de | os Derechos Humanos y Socorro Juridico de
Panama

Apartado Postal 10215, Panana 4, PANANA

Faxes: +507 269 4077

2) Human Rights Organization

Sres Asoci aci 6n Regional para Las M graci ones Forzadas
Apartado 862 - C. P. 2050 San Pedro de Montes de Cca
San José, Costa Rica

Fax: + 506 255 0733

and to diplomatic representatives of Panama accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 May 1997.



