EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 44/ 05/ 97
8 May 1997

Further information on EXTRA 50/97 (AMR 44/01/97, 4 April 1997) and foll ow
up (AVR 44/04/97, 21 April) - Fear of refoulenment / Fear for safety

PANAMA Rosaira Vel ez Domi co (f)
Amel i a Borgas Vel ez (f)
Maria Dell anira Borgas Vel ez (f)
Maria Margarita Borgas Vel ez (f)
Maria Cl adi bel Guizao (child)
Hi | dardo Antoni o Gui zao (child)
Dei sy Luz Guizao (child)
Davi nson Jose Miuentes Vargas (child)
Jose Muentes Fuentes (n
Eucl i des Osorio Fuentes (m
Luis Gonez (m
Luis Manoles (m

Ref ugee peasant farnmers fromthe Uraba regi on of Col onbia

The 12 refugee peasant farnmers naned above, who fled fromthe Urab& region
of Colonbia in April 1997, may be forcibly returned to Col onbia where their
physi cal safety would be at risk.

Luis Gonez and Luis Manol es were detained on 22 April by Pananmani an police
in Boca de Cupe, a town on the border with Col onbia. The other 10 were
det ai ned by Panamani an police on 25 April in El Real, also near the border
According to information received by Amesty International, they are going
to be forcibly deported to Col onbi a.

The 12 refugees had been in hiding since April, when over 200 Col onbi an
refugees, who had fled to Panama to escape the violence in their hone
regi on of north-west Col onbia, were forcibly deported by the Pananani an
authorities in coordination with Col ombian authorities (see original EXTRA
and previous update).

The forced return of these refugees occurred i medi ately after the
Panamani an aut horities had given assurances to the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) that they would not undertake any

preci pitous action and would allow a UNHCR mi ssion into the area to assess
the refugees’ situation.

The returned refugees are being given tenporary accommodati on at the “E
Cacique” farmin Bahia Solano, on Col onbia s north-west Pacific coast, in
the province of Chocd. The refugees told i ndependent organi zations of their
continuing fears for the safety of their |eaders. They al so confirned that
they were forcibly deported by the Pananmani an authorities who gave them 72
hours to board Col onbian Air Force helicopters.

The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, which Panana has
ratified, specifically states that no one may be deported to a country
where he or she could face grave human rights abuses.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send
tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/airmail letters in Spanish or your own
| anguage:



- remnding the authorities of Panama’s obligation under the internationa
princi ple of non-refoulenment, that is, not to forcibly return anyone to a
country where he or she would be at risk of serious human rights
violations, referring to Article 33 of the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees, to which Panama is a state party;

- urging the Panamani an authorities to take all appropriate and necessary
steps to ensure the safety and well-being of the Col onbi an refugees on its
territory.

APPEALS TO

1) President of the Republic

S.E. Ernesto Pérez Ball adares

Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Presi denci al

Valija 50, Panamd 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANANMA
Tel egrans: Presidente Ball adares, Panama
Tel exes: 2770 PRESI PA PG

Faxes: + 507 2 27-6818

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente/Dear President

2) Mnister of Government and Justice

Sr. Raul Montenegro

M ni stro de Gobierno y Justicia

M ni steri o de Gobierno y Justicia

Apartado 1628, Panama 1, REPUBLI CA DE PANAMA

Tel egranms: M nistro de Gobierno y Justicia, Panama
Tel exes: 2746

Faxes: + 507 2 12-0372

Sal utation: Sefior M nistro/Dear M nister

3) Mnister of Foreign Affairs

Dr. Ricardo Al berto Arias

M nistro de Rel aci ones Exteriores

M nisterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores

C. 34 Plaza Porras, Panama 4, REPUBLI CA DE PANANA
Tel egranms: M nistro de rel aci ones Exteriores, Panam
Tel ex: 2771 EXTPAN PG

Faxes: + 507 2 11-0416

Sal ut ati on: Sefior M ni stro/ Dear M ni ster

COPI ES TO

1) Human Rights Organi zation

Srs Centro de Investigaci 6n de | os Derechos Humanos y Socorro Juridico de
Panamé

Apartado Postal 10215, Panana 4, PANAMA

Faxes: +507 2 23 2595

2) Human Rights Organization

Sres Asoci aci 6n Regi onal para Las M graci ones Forzadas
Apartado 862 - C. P. 2050 San Pedro de Montes de Cca
San José, Costa Rica

Fax: 506 255 0733

and to diplomatic representatives of Panama accredited to your country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 June 1997.



