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Paraguay: No child's play -- Under-age recruitment in the armed
forces must stop.

Children asyoung as 12, illegdly recruited into the Paraguayan armed forces and police, are routindy
subjected to ill-treatment, Amnesty Internationa said in anew report published today.

"Physicad and psychologica punishments againgt conscripts of al ages, resulting in both mentd
and physica harm, are commonplacein the Paraguayan armed forcesand police," theorganization said.

"A number of adolescent recruits are known to have died as a result of ill-trestment or in a
series of, as yet unclear, shooting accidents,” continued the organization, whose report details at least
six cases of under-18 conscripts who died in 2000 aone.

"None of these youngsters should have been serving in the armed forces or in the policein the
firg place” Amnesly International said.

The recruitment of under-18sis crimindized in Paraguayan law, but in practice they conditute
alarge proportion of conscripts. Amnesty Internationa has received reports of forcible recruitment of
children and falsfication of documents proving their age.

"The Paraguayan authorities should take immediate, concrete stepsto eradicatethispractice,”
Amnesty Internationa said.

Such steps should include the establishment and maintenance of up-to-date child regidtration
and documentation systems accessibleto the public, and theratification of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Ssgned by Paraguay in September 2000, which sets 18 asthe
minimum age for conscription.

"At the same time, dl incidents of ill-treetment of conscripts should be thoroughly and
independently investigated,” Amnesty Internationa added, noting that investigations into the deaths of
conscripts lack trangparency and are hampered by the lack of cooperation of the armed forces and
police.

The organization aso expressed concern that cases involving the death or ill-treatment of
recruits are dedlt with by the military justice sysemand that families and their lawyers are alowed no
access to the cases or to any information about them.

Following atypicd pattern discouraging familiesto pursuethe cases, themother of 14-year-old
Pedro Antonio Centurion -- an Argentinian national who died of gunshot wounds on 12 September



2000 -- wastold by army officias not to spesk to the press or anyone else about his death and not to
disclose details about his age or nationdity.

Amnesty Internationd is putting forward a series of recommendations to tackle the issue of
humanrightsviolations againgt conscripts and unexplained deeths during military service. Theseinclude
full investigations into al incidents of ill-trestment, the immediate suspenson from duty of officids
implicated in such incidents, the prosecution of those responsible and compensation for the victims of
humean rights violations during military service.

"It istimefor the Paraguayan Congress to gppoint a People's Ombudsman as set out in the
1992 Condgtitution, which would facilitate claims for compensation,” Amnesty Internationd said.
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