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Trinidad and Tobago: Amnesty International calls for an
independent investigation into the death of Anton Cooper

As many questions remain unanswered in the death of Anton Cooper, Amnesty Internationd is
cdling today on the Trinidad and Tobago authorities to immediately open a thorough, independent
and impartid investigation and to bring dl those respongible for the desth of Anton Cooper to
justice.

The investigation must be carried out in accordance with internationd standards which state
that relatives must be given access to autopsy proceedings -- including gppointing an independent
doctor to undertake or observe post mortem examinations -- and must be kept fully informed of the
datus of investigetions.

Amnesty Internationa is aso cdling for an urgent investigation into the activities of the
prison guards who were on duty the night that Anton Cooper was allegedly besten to desth.

Reports indicate that Anton Cooper, 27, was found naked and dead in his cdll at the
Golden Grove Prison, Arouca Trinidad, on June 25, 2001, less than 24 hours after he arrived at the
Remand Centre. Cooper had been in police custody for dlegedly beating a cousin during an
argumen.

Severd prisoners from the Remand Centre reported that they could hear sounds of begting
and screams coming from Cooper's cell the night he died. He could be heard screaming in pain and
cdling for a doctor. One prisoner reported that the prison guards hit Cooper with batons, punched
and kicked him in his cell. Sources dso indicate that prison guards returned a second time and
adlegedly assaulted Cooper again, and then placed himin anew cdll after making him have acold
shower.

Anton Cooper's family reports thet after the autopsy when they saw his body it bore Sgns
of lacerationsto his head and under his eye and there were bruisesto hisface and body. The
autopsy report indicated that he died as aresult of "asphyxia associated with multiple blunt traumetic
injuries’. The Cooper family are requesting an independent investigation into how he died.

Amnesty International has repeatedly and publicly condemned the excessive use of force by
prison authoritiesin Trinidad. The organization is concerned that prison authorities are using
excessve force in contravention of internationa standards. Amnesty Internationa urgesthe
government of Trinidad to enforce internationd standards as they apply to the police and that all
incidents of unlawful killings must be investigated and those respongible should be brought to justice.

Background



In September 2000, Pierre Sane, Secretary General of Amnesty Internationa raised concerns
regarding prison conditions and deeths in custody while visting Trinidad. Sane, stated that prison
conditionsin Trinidad continue to violate United Nations standards for minimum trestment of
prisoners as well as amounting to crue, inhuman and degrading treatment.

In the 2001 Annua Report Amnesty International named Trinidad and Tobago as one of
severd countries in the Caribbean which continues to report cases of torture and ill-trestment at the
hands of security forces and prison guards. Commenting on the findings of the Annua Report
Generd Secretary of the Prisons Officers Second Divison Association, Michael Mallinueau stated
that the conditions mentioned in the Amnesty report were "highly factud™ and could not be

contested.
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