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TRI NI DAD AND TOBAGO About 60 prisoners under sentence of death

Foll owi ng the execution of G en Ashby on 14 July - the first in nearly 15
years - Amesty International is gravely concerned that nore prisoners may
be executed in Trinidad and Tobago regardl ess of the state of their
appeal s.

On 12 July G en Ashby was issued a warrant of execution to be carried out
on 14 July. He had been sentenced to death in July 1989 and his appea

di smi ssed in Decenber 1993. Last week the Judicial Comrittee of the Privy
Council (JCPC) in London, Trinidad and Tobago's final court of appeal

di smi ssed his petition for |eave to appeal against his conviction. He

i medi ately subnmitted his case to the UN Human Ri ghts Committee, where it
was pendi ng a deci sion.

Ashby had been under sentence of death for four years and 11 nonths, just
short of the five year period when his sentence should have been comruted
under a decision by the JCPC in Novenber 1993, which ruled that executing
anyone over five years after sentence would constitute i nhuman or degrading
puni shment or treatnent. Furthernore, a decision pending in the case of
two other prisoners - Lincoln Guerra and Brian Wallen - al so had a bearing
on Ashby's case.

Hours before the execution the Attorney General, Keith Sobion, had given an
undertaki ng that the execution would not go ahead until all possibility of
obtaining a stay of execution had been exhausted. The process was still in
progress when the execution was carried out.

Amesty International is deeply concerned that if, in a case when so nany
avenues of appeal were pending, the authorities were prepared to flagrantly
violate national |aw and international standards to hang a man, then al

pri soners under sentence of death are in danger of being executed at short
notice in Trinidad and Tobago.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Prior to 14 July, the last execution in Trinidad and Tobago was carried out
in Novenber 1979. Several attenpts to resunme executions had been nmade in
the last few years, nost recently on 24 March 1994. 1In all cases it was
clear that the executions could only carried out if the authorities were
prepared to ignore |egal obligations at national and international |evel.
Many of these attenpts coincided with increases in the rate of violent
crime or particular incidents. The breach of national and internationa

| aw and the disregard for pending, relevant appeals, clearly indicates that
authorities were determ ned to execute, regardless of judicial rules and
procedures, in order to please the strongly pro-death penalty public and
make political gains.

There are currently around 60 prisoners on death row in Trinidad and
Tobago.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans, faxes and airmail letters
either in English or in your own | anguage, or call by tel ephone:



- condemmi ng the execution of G en Ashby carried out on 14 July despite
appeal s pending at national and international level; and stating that this
is a flagrant violation of Trinidad and Tobago's national |aw and

i nternational standards;

- urging that an investigation be carried out into the execution of den
Ashby, and that appropriate action be taken agai nst those responsible for
ordering the execution;

- urging that no further executions be carried out in Trinidad and Tobago.

APPEALS TO

The Hon Patrick Manning, Prime M nister
Office of the Prime Mnister

Port of Spain

Faxes: +1 809 627 3444

Tel ephone: +1 809 623 2971

Tel egranms: Prine Mnister, Trinidad

Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

The Hon Russel | Huggins, Mnister of National Security
Knox Street, Port of Spain

Faxes: +1 809 622 3853

Tel ephone: +1 809 623 2441

Tel egranms: M ni ster Huggins, Port of Spain, Trinidad
Sal utation: Dear M nister

The Hon Keith Sobi on

Attorney Cenera

Red House, Port of Spain

Trini dad and Tobago

Faxes: +1 809 625 7950

Tel ephone: +1 809 624 1261

Tel egranms: Attorney General, Port of Spain, Trinidad
Sal utation: Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES OF APPEALS:
to the follow ng newspapers:

Trini dad Guardi an

22 St Vincent Square
Port of Spain

Faxes: +1 809 625 7211

Trini dad Express

35 I ndependence Square
Port of Spain

Faxes: +1 809 627 1451

- to the press in your own countries.

- diplomatic representatives of Trinidad and Tobago accredited to your
country

- diplomatic representative of your country to Trinidad and Tobago
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 August 1994



