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UA 15/00 Fear for safety 21 January 2000
VENEZUELA Sol mari MADERA (f)
A police inspector has threatened to kill Sol mari Madera, who has testified

that police searching her house without a warrant had stol en nbney. Ammesty
International fears for her safety.

According to her testinony, after taking her daughters to school on the
norni ng of 11 January 2000 she found several police searching her house.
The officers, menbers of the Cuerpo Técnico de la Policia Judicial, a
branch of the Judicial Police, apparently had no warrant to search the
house, in Pinto Salinas, Parroquia El Recreo, a district of the capital
Car acas.

After an exchange of words, Solmari Mdera di scovered that noney she kept
in a purse (porta noneda) had gone m ssing, and accused the police of
taking it. One of the police present apparently gave her back some noney
taken from el sewhere in the house, but not the noney fromthe purse. A
police inspector present at the search ordered that she be taken into
custody, and she was taken to the Sindn Rodriguez police station

Shortly before she was rel eased at midday, the police inspector told

Sol mari Madera that there would be an investigation into the matter of the
m ssi ng noney. However, he warned her not to nake a conpl ai nt about the
matter and then threatened her. According to her testinony, the inspector
told Sol mari Madera: “Wat | want is for you not to involve ne in [the
probl em about the noney], because “when | go to [your] nei ghbourhood, | go
to kill”,(” Yo lo que quiero es que tu no ne enl odes [por o del dinero]
porque yo cuando voy a ese barrio voy a matar”).

Sol mari Madera’'s 73-year-old nother |ives nearby, and police apparently
sear ched her home without a warrant. During the search they pushed her
agai nst a wall and kicked in her bedroom door, |eaving it broken

Sol mari Madera reported all this to the Ofice of the Attorney General

Fi scalia General de la Republica, and was assi gned Fiscal No.29 del Area
Metropolitana, Attorney No. 29 of the Metropolitan Area, to deal with her
conpl ai nt.

In her testinony Solmari Madera wites: “I amscared that this conplaint
will result in reprisals against ne by the police, since it is conmonpl ace
for themto go around threatening and terrorising people, including killing

whoever dares file a conplaint and defend their rights. Despite all the
speeches | hear about the rule of [aw and human rights, these incidents are
a systematic practice in ny neighbourhood. They go around doi ng what ever
the hell they Iike”. (“Tengo m edo que esta denuncia ne genere represalias
por parte de funcionarios policiales, ya que es el hecho cotidiano que
amenazen y aterroricen, e incluso maten a cual qui era que se atreva a
denunci ar y defender sus derechos. Esta es una practica sistenmatica en m
barrio y hacen lo ‘que les da la gana’', a pesar de todos |os discursos que
escucho sobre el estado de derecho y | os derechos humanos.”).

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON
Over the years Amesty International has received hundreds of conplaints
from Venezuel a about abuses by its security forces. These include
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al | egations about extrajudicial executions and the torture and deliberate
ill-treatment of detainees. The victins are mainly crimnal suspects,
civilians protesting agai nst government nmeasures and those living in shanty
towns and poor nei ghbourhoods. The vast majority of those responsible for

t hese gross abuses are never brought to justice.

In February 1999, Col onel Hugo Chévez Frias, who led a failed mlitary coup
in 1992, becane President of Venezuela. H's governnent - which cane to

of fi ce agai nst a background of serious econom c problens, and

di ssatisfaction with traditional political parties and official corruption
- prom sed radi cal changes, including an overhaul of the judiciary and the
i ntroducti on of neasures to strengthen the protection of human rights. A
new Constitution, which canme into effect |ast Decenber, included the
recognition of the rights to life and personal integrity, internationa
human rights treaties and the outl awi ng of enforced di sappearances. Non-
governnental human rights organi zati ons characterized human rights
provisions in the new Constitution as markedly progressive, but warned that
they were at risk of being underm ned by other constitutional provisions
whi ch increased the political power of the arned forces.

Since President Chavez's administration cane into power, Ammesty
International has wel comed statenents made by the authorities that the
rule of law and the protection of human rights, including tackling the
probl em of inpunity, are central to the new governnent’s program However,

t he organisation has pointed out that to nake the defence and pronotion of
human rights a reality will require legislative, admnistrative and ot her
neasur es, backed by the necessary political will and resources. This

i ncl udes ensuring that victins are able to file a conplaint w thout feeling
that they will suffer reprisals.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that on 11 January 2000 a police inspector attached to
the Cuerpo Técnico de la Policia Judicial apparently threatened to kil

Sol mari Madera, a resident of Pinto Salinas, Parroquia El Recreo, Caracas;
- requesting that the allegation be pronptly and i ndependently

i nvestigated, that the findings be nade public, and that those found
responsi bl e be brought to justice;

- wel comng statenents nade by the authorities that the pronotion and
protection of human rights is a central conponent of President Hugo
Chavez’s governnent, and urging that these statenents are translated into
practical and effective neasures.

APPEALS TO

Attorney General of the Republic

Dr. Rafael Pérez Perdoma

Fi scal General de |a Republica

Fi scalia General de |a Republica

Manduca a Ferrenquin

La Candel ari a

Caracas 1011, Venezuel a

Tel egram Fi scal Ceneral, Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 576 4419 (If voice answers, say “Me puede dar tono de
fax, por favor”)

Sal utation: Estinmado Doct or




COPI ES TO

Human rights organisation
PROVEA

Apartado Postal 5156
Caracas 1010-A

VENEZUELA

and to diplonmatic representatives of Venezuela accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 March 2000.



