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Further information on UA 03/01 (AMR 53/01/2001, 4 January 2001) - Fear for
safety/ Ill-treatment / Death threats (new concern)

VENEZUELA Pendn i ndi genous people in San Rafael de Kanoiran
Si | vano CASTRO

Silvano Castro, the head (cacique) of an indi genous comunity who has
previ ously been harassed, has been beaten by sol diers and has received
death threats.

On 22 March, the indigenous Pendn peopl e staged a non-viol ent protests,

bl ocki ng the hi ghway. The arny reacted by attacking themw th tear-gas and
gun-pellets. Silvano Castro, who was trying to filmthe attack, and another
protester were severely beaten. The other protestor received serious facia
injuries. As Silvano Castro tried to take the injured protester for
treatment, two military and two civilian trucks bl ocked his way. The

sol diers ordered Silvano Castro to get out of the car, and threatened to
kill him if he refused. They repeated the threat when he asked them

whet her they had a warrant for his arrest.

The mlitary detained Silvano Castro and seven other people. They were al
interrogated by the mlitary authorities in Ciudad Bolivar. However, they
refused to cooperate on the grounds, that they are only accountable to the
civilian systemof justice, not the mlitary. They were all released on 24
March, follow ng an order fromthe office of the Attorney Cenera
(Fiscalia) in Caracas, the capital

This latest incident is only one in a pattern of harassnment that against

t he Pen®n indi genous people, which began after they started protesting

agai nst the construction of an electricity supply network in Venezuela's
Gran Sabana regi on. Menbers of the Pendbn comunity have said that the

conti nui ng harassment by the arny “takes place on our own territory and
affects our daily life, our culture and our safety” (“occurre en nuestro
propio territorio y afecta nuestra vida cotidiana, nuestra cultura y
nuestra seguridad”). Amesty International is concerned that the harassnent
is continuing, in violation of the Venezuelan Constitution, includes
provisions for the protection of indigenous people and their environment.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmil
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Silvano Castro has reportedly been ill-treated
and received death threats, and that he was reportedly detained without a
judicial warrant;

- calling for a pronpt and i ndependent investigation into allegations of
ill-treatnment and death threats, with the findings made public and for

t hose responsi bl e brought to justice;

- expressing concern that he and the Pemdn indi genous people continue to be
intimdated by the arny;

- urging the authorities to ensure that the Penbn people may conduct their
legitimate protest in safety.
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President of the Republic

Hugo Chéavez Frias

Presidente de |l a Republica Bolivariana de Venezuel a

Pal aci o de Mraflores

Esqui na de Bol ero

Av. Urdaneta

Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 806 3101/ 3325 (It may be difficult getting through to
this nunmber. Pl ease be patient and keep trying)

Sal utation: Sefor Presidente/ Dear President

Mnister of the Interior and Justice
Luis Mquilena

M nistro del Interior y Justicia

M nisterio del Interior y Justicia
Aveni da Urdaneta Esqui na de Pl at ana
Edificio Interior y Justicia

Despacho del M nistro, piso tres

Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 861 1967/ 0363

Sal ut ation: Sefior M nistro/ Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

| ndi genous rights organisation
AM GRANSA

Apartado Postal 50460,

Caracas 1050-A

Venezuel a

and to diplomatic representatives of Venezuela accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 May 2001



