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VENEZUELA Gscar José ROVERO BLANCO
Mar co Ant oni o MONASTERI O PEREZ
José Franci sco Rl VAS FERNANDEZ
Robert o Javi er HERNANDEZ PAZ

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of the four men naned
above who “di sappeared” in Decenber 1999 in Carabal | eda, Vargas state
(Estado Vargas), after being detained by the security forces.

The men were detai ned during rescue operations involving the security
forces after the devastation caused by massive flooding and land slides in
whi ch at [ east 20,000 people were killed. All were reportedly transferred
to the custody of the Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services
(DISIP), Direccion de Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevencio6n

Three of the nen “di sappeared” on 21 Decenber 1999: Gscar Ronero was
arrested at his hone in the nei ghbourhood (barrio) of Valle del Pino and
reportedly beaten by a group of nen said to be parachutists attached to the
arny. He was transferred into DI SIP custody when they arrived at his hone
later that day. Marco Monasterio was arrested by the arny at his hone in
Vall e del Pino, in the presence of relatives and nei ghbours, and al so
handed over to the DISIP. José Rivas, fromthe nei ghbourhood of Las
Tucacas, was detained by arny parachutists under the command of a sergeant,
mnutes after a curfew (toque de queda) had conme into force. He had been
sitting at the front door of a house used by the |ocal branch of the
political party Denbcratic Action, (Accion Denocratica), where his famly
had taken shelter. The next day his parents were informed by the sergeant
that he had been transferred into D SIP custody.

Robert o Hernandez, fromthe nei ghbourhood of Tarigua, was detained by DI SIP
agents on 23 Decenber at his uncle’s hone. He was reportedly shot by one of
the agents before being driven away.

At the end of January and begi nning of February, separate habeas corpus
petitions filed in favour of the four nmen were rejected by | ower court
judges (juezes de prinmera instancia) on the grounds of insufficient

evi dence (no habia materia sobre la cual decidir). Three of these rulings
were subsequently upheld by the Griminal Court of Appeal for the
Jurisdiction of Vargas State (Corte de Apel aciones del Crcuito Judicia
Penal de la G rcunscripcion Judicial del Estado Vargas). The Crimnal Court
of Appeal for the Jurisdiction of Vargas State, however, has overturned
the initial ruling regardi ng Roberto Hernandez and ordered an

i nvestigation.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

In February 1999 col onel Hugo Chéavez, leader of a failed military coup in
1992, becane President follow ng denocratic elections in 1998. A new
Constitution, approved by a significant magjority of the electorate, was
brought into effect in Decenber 1999. The Constitution included the
recognition of international human rights treaties and the outlaw ng of
enf orced di sappearances. Non-governnental human rights organi zati ons
characterized these and ot her provisions as markedly progressive, but
warned that they were at risk of being underm ned as a result of other
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constitutional provisions which increased the political power of the arned
forces.

A nunber of people are reported to have been killed or “di sappeared” | ast
Decenber by the arnmy and the DI SIP during the rescue operations. Al though
sone authorities have rejected these reports on the grounds that they |ack
substance, the Attorney Ceneral’'s Ofice (Fiscalia General de | a Republica)
and Orbudsman’s O fice (Defensoria del Pueblo) have initiated
investigations into the allegations. On 18 January Ammesty International
wote to the Attorney General, the Orbudsman and the M nister of Foreign
Affairs requesting a full investigation in to the allegations, that the
results be nmade public, and that those responsi bl e be brought before the
civilian courts.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the reported “di sappearance” by nenbers of the
arnmy or the DI SIP of Oscar José ROVERO BLANCO, Marco Antoni o MONASTERI O
PEREZ, José Franci sco RI VAS FERNANDEZ and Roberto Javi er HERNANDEZ PAZ who
were detained in Decenber 1999 in Carabal |l eda, Vargas state, in the context
of rescue operations by the security forces;

- calling for pronpt and full investigations into their “di sappearances”,
for the results to be nade public, and for those responsible to be brought
to justice before the civilian courts.

APPEALS TO

Interior and Justice Mnister

Sr. Luis A fonso Davila

Mnistro del Interior y Justicia

Mnisterio del Interior y Justicia

Av. Urdaneta, esq. Puente Antiguo Banco Caracas
Caracas, VENEZUELA

Tel egranms: Mnistro Interior, Caracas, Venezuel a
Faxes: + 58 02 864 4110

Sal utations: Dear Mnister / Sefior Mnistro

Attorney General of the Republic

Javi er Elicheguerra

Fi scal General de |a Republica

M ni sterio Publico

Pal elojo a Mseria

Caracas, VENEZUELA

Tel egrans: Fiscal General, Caracas, Venezuel a
Faxes: + 58 02 577 2144

Sal ut ations: Dear Attorney General / Sr Fiscal General

M ni ster of Defence

| smael El ei zer Hurtado Soucre

M ni stro de Defensa

Paseo Los Il ustres

Caracas, VENEZUELA

Tel egrans: M nistro Defensa, Caracas, Venezuel a
Faxes: + 58 02 607 1555 / 662 5542

Sal utations: Dear M nister/ Sefior Mnistro

COPIES TQO



Human Ri ghts Organi zation
PROVEA

Apartado Postal 1010A
Caracas, VENEZUELA

and to diplomatic representatives of VENEZUELA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 18 April 2000.



