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ANTI GUA AND BARBUDA Mel | anson HARRI' S, 27
Marvi n JOSEPH, 26
M chael Lorriston CORNWALL
Conf essor Val | dez FRANCO
M chael MASON

Ammesty International has received a report that the men naned above have
had death warrants read to them scheduling themfor execution on 27 and 28
January 2000.

Marvin Joseph and Mel |l anson Harris were sentenced to death in January 1996
for the murder of four British and American tourists on a yacht. They were
arrested together with Donal dson Sanuel s, who was convicted of mansl aughter
and sentenced to 15 years’ inprisonnent after he testified against the

ot her two.

The Mercy Committee of Antigua and Barbuda recently deni ed appeals from
Joseph and Harris to have their death sentences conmuted. The Antigua and
Bar buda H gh Conmi ssioner to the United Kingdomrecently told the nedia:
“The Mercy Committee nmet earlier this nonth, discussed the case and deci ded
they did not deserve nercy. There were no special circunstances. It was
prenedi tated nmurder. God knows what the notive was but they nurdered
peopl e, sonme of themquite painfully and it was well-planned and executed.”

However, relatives of the British victins have appealed in the nedia for
the nen not to be executed. The father of one of the nmurder victinms was
recently quoted in a British newspaper as saying: “An eye for an eye is not
justice. We don’t agree with the death penalty or the taking of any life
and | think | speak for the whole famly on that. It is wong to take
soneone else’s life whether it be through the judicial process or by

nur der.”

M chael Mason was sentenced to death in 1996 for the nmurder of Canadi an
tourist Wendy Newbi ggi ng. Amesty International has no information on the
cases of Mchael Lorriston Cornwall or Confessor Valldez Franco.

O the five men only M chael Mason had appealed to the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council, the final court of appeal for Antigua and Barbuda.
The other four may therefore be able to obtain stays of execution by
appealing to the Privy Council.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Shoul d any of the five executions proceed, it would be the first judicial
killing in Antigua and Barbuda since the execution of Tyrone N cholas on 2
February 1991. However, the recent trend in the English-speaking Caribbean
has been towards the resunption of capital punishment. Ten prisoners were
executed in Trinidad and Tobago in 1999, the first executions since 1994;
Guyana, St Kitts and St Nevis, St Lucia and the Bahamas have all carried
out executions within the last five years.

According to information received by Amesty International, a total of
ei ght prisoners are under sentence of death in Antigua and Barbuda, where
the death penalty is nmandatory for nmurder.



2

Ammesty International opposes the death penalty wi thout exception
believing it to be an affront to human dignity, the ultinmate formof crue
i nhuman and degradi ng treatnment and a violation of the nost fundanenta
right, the right to life.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Mellanson Harris, Mrvin Joseph, M chael
Lorriston Cornwal |, Confessor Valldez Franco and M chael Mason are
schedul ed to be executed on 27 and 28 January 2000.

- expressing synpathy for the victinms of violent crine and their famlies
and stating that in opposing executions you do not seek to excuse or
belittle the serious crines of which the nen were convi cted;

- pointing out that the resunption of executions in Antigua and Barbuda
after alnost 10 years runs contrary to the international trend against the
use of the death penalty and that 105 countries no | onger execute, the nost
recent to abolish capital punishnent being Bernmuda, in Decenber 1999;

- stating that there is no evidence to suggest that the use of the death
penalty serves as a greater deterrent to violent crime than any other

puni shment and that its use pronotes the acceptance of violence in society;
- urging the Prime Mnister and Attorney General to do everything in their
power to prevent the executions going ahead.

APPEALS TO

The R ght Hon. Lester Bird
Prime M nister

Ofice of the Prine Mnister
Factory Rd

St John's, Antigua and Barbuda
Tel egrans: Prinme Mnister, St John's, Antigua and Barbuda
Tel ephone; + 1 268 462 0773
Fax: + 1 268 462 3225
E-mail: pm@.est er Bi rd. com
Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

The Hon. Errol Court

Attorney General and Mnister of Justice and Legal Affairs
Hadeed Bui | di ng

Radcliffe Street

St John's, Antigua and Barbuda

Tel egrans: Attorney General, St John's, Antigua and Barbuda
Tel ephone: + 1 268 603 7886/ 7

Fax: + 1 268 462 2465

Sal utation: Dear Attorney General

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Antigua and Barbuda accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 January 2000.



